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GfOA. STRIP (AP) — A top Moroccan official visited the 
rnfn ncHOOPS Gaza Strip on Tuesday for a meeting with Palestinian 
j-dcr Yasser Arafat, Israeli and Palestinian officials said. 
laos&xa was a main topic on the a g en d a of Ahmad Ben Sodeh, 
gn emissary from Kmg Hassan. n who was the highest ranking 
Arab visitor w.Gaza since it achieved self-rule from Israel on May 
,e He set Mr. Arafat for 45 mhmtes in Gaza City and told 
t-pojtera afterward he delivered a letter from Mr. Hassan 
fording the IsraeJ-Jardan peace process. He also gave Mr. 
Ajgfet an inyitatiop to a regional economic conference to be held 
in Morocco in October. Mr. Arafat said be has invited Mr. Hassan 
m Jerusalem and reiterated his rejection of Israel's right to invite 
Arab leaders there. “The one who has the right to invfte people to 
Jerusalem is... myself, in the name of the Palestinian people, Mr. 
Arafid said. “I am giving an open invitation to His Majesty 
pgassan) and his brothers to visit Palestine and Jernsalem. n 
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Jordan, Egypt sign trade deal 

CARIO (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Rima Khalaf 
and her Egyptian counterpan Mahmoud Mohammad on Tuesday 
signed a new protocol of commercial cooperation extending 
Jordanian and Egyptian exemption horn customs duties to certain 
goods imported horn each other. These include phosphates, 
polyphosphates, mineral and chemical potash fertilisers, steam 
generating units with a maximum output of 16 tomes per hour, 
robber-casting moulds, frozen vegetables, Egyptian rice, instant 
coffee, blades and water meters. Dr. Khalaf said the new protocol 
includes amendments to a previous one concluded last February. 
Dr. Khalaf said the vohnne of trade, which is currently in favour of 
r, stands short of expectations by both countries. Dr. 
unmad said Jordan and Egypt would increase the volume of 
trade. The new Aqaba-Eilat border crossing on trade ami 
economic activity. Dr. Khalaf said, will contribute to promoting 
tourism to and from Jordan. 
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Menem supports 
Jordan’s moves 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday received a telephone 
caQ from President Carlos 
Menem of Argentina congra- 
Qjlsting him on Jordan's his- 
toric steps to achieve a just, 
comprehensive and durable 
-peace in the region. President 
Menem said be was proud of 
bis Arab ancestry and ex- 
pressed his country's readi- 
ness to support Jordan’s 
march and to work to en- 
: bilateral relations. The 
president ex- 

an invitation to the 

King to visit Argentina. The 
Png thanked Mr. Menem 
and invited him to visit Jor- 


Cabfnet approves 
World Bank aid 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday en- 
dorsed a $196 million gram 
by the World Bank to finance 
activities aimed at supporting 
the banking sector in Jordan 
and enhancing the financial 
md banking capacities of the 
Central Bank of Jordan in 
addition to developing new 
methotb for granting loans 
with a view to enhancing 
. competition among commer- 
cial banks. The Cabinet also 
okayed a Sept. 14-17 visit by 
Labour Minister Khalid A1 
Ghzawi to Egypt to discuss 
labour issues with his Egyp- 
tian counterpart. The cabinet 
approved the appointment of 
Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Egypt Nayef AI Qadi as a 
non-resident ambassador- ex- 
traord mar y and plenipotenti- 
ary to Kenya. It also dele- 
gated Jordan’s Ambassador 
to Russia Khaldoun AI Taher 
sign the protocol, estab- 
olitical relations be- 
tween Iordan and Latvia Re- 
public, and appointed him as 
non-resident ambassador 
there. 

Jericho mayor quits 

JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Jericho’s mayor said Tuesday 
that be has submitted his 
resignation to Yasser Arafat 
because the Palestinian self- 
nde government was interfer- 
ing with his running of the 
town. “I have asked Presi- 
dent Arafat to excase me 
from my postion because 1 
cannot work under such cir- 
cumstances,” Jamil Sabri 
Khalaf told Israel Radio. “1 
an being treated unfairly.” 
Mr. Khalaf, who was 
appointed by Israel 17 years 
ago, cited interference from 
officials in Mr. Arafat gov- 
ernment. But he gave no 
details. Palestinian officials 
ronfinned receiving a res- 
ignation letter in which Mr. 
Khalaf complained about the 
treatment of municipal offi- 
cials in Jericho. They said 
Mr. Arafat has not decided 
yhether to accept the res- 
ignation. Palestinian Muni- 
cipal Affairs Minis ter Saeb 
Erakat said he was not aware 
of Mr. Khalaf s dawn*- “He 
tever complained to me," 

■- Erakat said. 


Ghaii backs 
Lebanese request 

UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) 
r~U.N. Secretary General 
Metros Ghaii came out 
Tuesday in support of a 
Lebanese request for an ur- 
6®t.U.N, Security Council 
njfeting on lastweek's Israeli 
^Strikes in southern Leba- 
non, Dr. Ghaii hopes That 
*frc Security Council consid- 
er tiie Lebanese request 
fcnwdsy, • his spokesman 
Ahmad Fawzi said* In con- 
sultations Monday, U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations Madeleine Albright 
said that a formal Security 
Council meeting on the 
foaeK attnrfr was a had idea. 
The attack destroyed a three 
sfr»ey bouse, ldfltog eight 
otihans and wounding 18 
whets, most of them serkras- 


Dutch plan office In 
rule zone 


JHE HAGUE (AFP) — Tbe 
Netherlands is to be officially 
represented in tbe newly- 

^^suomous Palestinian terri- 

Jjks, probably in Jericho, a 
^^^Tn miniffliy spokesman 
i ifere Tuesday. 


Survey teams to help demarcate 1928 borders 

Negotiators launch talks on 
borders, water at Israeli hotel 


By a Jordra Thnes Staff Reporter 
with agency dwprtchnt 

ISRAEL AND Jordan on 
Tuesday agreed to efispatefa 
joint survey teams to demar- 
cate their border according to 
a 1928 League of Nations’ 
map. 

The decision was 
announced by 50-member 
negotiating team* after raiirq 
at a resort hotel on the Israeli 
side of the Dead Sea. 

Tbe talks on delineating 
the border, sharing water, 
airspace rights, security and 
tourism resumed a day after 
the two sides inaugurated 
their first border crossing. 

They are aimed at reaching 
a formal peace treaty follow- 
ing tbe declaration ending a 
46-year state of war July 25 in 
Washington by His Majesty 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

It was not immediately 
dear how the decision to use 
the map by the League of 
Nations, the prec u rsor of the 
United Nations, will affect 
Jordan’s claim to mare than 
380 square kilometres of land 
now held by Israel. 

While two 50-member 
teams met here, other teams 
met at a desert clearing to tire 
south to continue negotia- 
tions on demarcating the 
Israel-Jordan frontier. 

The talks are aimed at im- 
plementing the Washington 
Declaration. 

Tel Aviv University Pro- 
fessor Asher Snsser, an ex- 
pert on Jordan, said that 
going back to the 1928 map 
was “the only way” to mark 
the frontier. 

He noted that the northern 
borders of Palestine had been 
dearly delineated because 
Britain had a mandate to 
govern there, while the rival 


French controlled Syria and 
Lebanon. 

But since the British held 
mandates both for Palestine 
and Transjordan to the east, 
“it wasn’t of parrimiinr im- 
portance to the British to 
determine exactly where tbe 
; line was," Prot Sas- 


ser 

The League of Nations 
map provides “not a survey 
line but a description — the 
lowest point in Arabs.” 

He said the teams would be 
the first to actually survey the 
dried ancient riverbed run- 
ning from the Dead Sea south 
to the Red Sea. 

Israel’s spokesman at the 
talks, Yossi Gal. told a news 
conference that “the borders 
c ommi ttee worked on the 
production of joint maps to- 
day, and agreement has been 
reached.” 

But neither he nor the 
Jordanian spokesman, Mar- 
wan Mouas&er, would make 
the draft maps available to 
tire press or comment on how 
they would affect the Jorda- 
nian land claim. 

Both said this would con- 
stitute “negotiating with the 
press.” 

It was not dear when the 
surveying work would begin. 

Dr. Mouasher said the 
teams also agreed Tuesday 
that both sides have “rights 
to an equitable allocation” of 
water from the Yarmouk and 
Jordan rivers, but did not 
deride on the levels. 

Asked about Syrian and 
Palestinian concerns over 
their share of water from 
both rivers. Dr. Mouashcr 
noted that the topic was 
being discussed as part of the 
wider U.S.-backed peace 
process. 

“Here we are only dealing 
with bilateral divisions of the 
water,” he said. 


In the biggest development 
stemming from the Jordan- 
Israel agreement to date. His 
Royal * Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Mr. Rabin 
snipped a ribbon Monday in- 
augurating the first land cros- 
sing, about four kilometres 
north of the Red Sea ports of 
Aqaba and Eilat. 

Chief Israeli negotiator 
Elyakim Rubinstein 
announced Tuesday he ex- 
pects a second border cros- 
sing to be set up soon with 
Jordan. 

“We hope to open the 
second border crossing in the 
north ... after its exact loca- 
tion is worked out by agree- 
ment,” he said. 

Peace negotiators, led by 
Jordan's Fayez AI Tarawneh 
and Israel’s Elyakim Rubin- 
stein, exchanged warm hand- 
shakes and smiles when they 
met at the Moriah Plaza 
Dead Sea Hotel. 

They w3I be discussing 
issues including security, wa- 
ter, energy and the environ- 
ment, cml aviation, trade 
and tourism. 

“Never in the previous 
days or decades have friction 
and reality come so dose 
together,” Dr. _ Tarawneh 
said in an opening speech. 
“The feelings that have para- 
lleled them over the past two 
years have been both unique 
and exciting.” 

“We hope a great deal to 
the wisdom and courage of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and we fed in debt to the 
positive and immediate re- 
sponse of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. Both have made 
possible the emergence and 
friction in and reality in re- 
cent days. Thanks are due to 
them as well as the president 
of the U.S., Bill Clinton." 

(Continued on page 7) 



Jordanian and Israeli negotiators at the opening session of Tuesday's meeting at the Moriah Plaza Dead Sea Hotel to 
Israel (photo by Yousef AI Allan) 

‘Confidence measures’ aside, Israel 
showing little shift in negotiating tactic 


From Nermeen Murad near the southern 
tip of the Dead Sea on the Israeli side 


OUTSIDE THE DEAD Sea 
resent, an old raft stands as a 
landmark of the problems 
that yet have to be resolved 
before Israeli- Jordanian rela- 
tions can become completely 
normalised. 

“Jordan Israel Express,” 
says a large sign straddling 
the obviously old raft that in 
times of peace would have 
been moving back and forth 
between the Jordanian and 
Israeli shores of tire Dead Sea 
separating them. 

But there is no “express” 
way between the newly- 
reconciled states. 

On the way to this touristic 
area where Israeli and Jorda- 
nian negotiators meet for the 
first time on Israeli territory 
on Tuesday, the narrow 


winding road had obviously 
been deserted for tire length 
of tbe 49 odd years conflict 
between Arabs and Israel. 

The Israeli bus, shuttling 
Jordanian journalists into 
Israel “for tbe first time,’' 
drove on a newly washed 
winding road that had been 
accumulating sand since 
1967. 

Yet while tire sand was 
quickly removed to create 
road access between Jordan 
and Israel and across the 
Dead Sea, the problems that 
have lingered unresolved 
since the 1967 war are still far 
from being resolved. 

Tbe only new element that 
had accompanied the series 
of “for the first time” events 
since Jordan allowed its 


bilateral talks to move to the 
Middle East region mid-July, 
is tbe serious commitment of 
both sides not only to “con- 
duct serious negotiations” 
but also to be serious about 
reaching agreement over the 
oustantfing problems. 

Bat Jordanian negotiating 
sources told the Jordan 
Tones that while they feel the 
shift in attitude towards re- 
solving core issues of conflict 
between the two states, they 
still feel that Israel has not 
changed tbe substance of its 
negotiations strategy despite 
the sense of “confidence- 
building measures" by the 
Kingdom meant to accommo- 
date Israel’s decision-makers 
on their demands for a 
friendlier atmosphere be- 
tween negotiators. 

‘There is a momentum in 
the bilateral negotiations if 
only because we certainly feel 


that we have to reach agree- 
ment and not just settle down 
with ceremonies," a senior' 
Jordanian negotiator told the 
Jordan Times. 

Not only do Jordanian 
negotiators feel pressured by 
the need to maintain the 
sense of momentum that has 
accompanied the quick de- 
velopment in its relations 
with Israel in the past three 
weeks, but they also fed that 
improved relations with 
Washington and promises 
made to the U.S. administra- 
tion to reach agreement and 
sign a peace treaty with Israel 
cannot be forgotten. - 

“This is not only an effort 
to reach peace with Israel,” a 
Jordanian negotiator told the 
Jordan Times. “This is also 
an effort to maintain the level 
of improved relations with 

(Continued on page 7) 


Tourists trickle 
through ‘Araba’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The flow of 
tourist traffic between Jordan 
and Israel is starting to trickle 
through the “Araba Cros- 
sing," winch was opened on 
Monday, reports from both 
sides .said. 

A Jordanian official said 58 
tourists of European and 
American nationalities came 
in through the crossing on 
Tuesday while 60 of similar 
nationalities went out. 

The crossing, which was 
opened by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin on Monday, is 
limited to third country 
nationals. No Israeli or 
Jordanian passport holders or 
Israeli-or Jordanian-licensed 
vehicles will be allowed 
through. 

However, the arrangement 
leaves open tire possibility of 
Israelis who hold dual pass- 
ports could use the crossing 
to come in on their non- 
Israeli passports. 

But reports from the Israeli 
side said Tuesday Israelis that 
wanted to cross on non- 
Israeli passports were turned 
away because they had not 
applied for visas beforehand. 
Officials said Israelis who 
wanted cross needed to have 
prior clearance regardless of 
whether they held non-Israeli 
passports. 

The crossing is expected to 
boost tourism on both rides, 
officials say. Tourists are 
allowed entry to both rides 
on condition they spend a 
Tpinirnnm of three days on 
whichever side they are cros- 
sing to- 

However, infrastructure m 
Aqaba would have to be ex- 
panded to cope with an ex- 
pected influx of tourists this 
season. Aqaba has less than 
2,000 hotel rooms compared 
with Eilat's 20,000. 

The opening of the Araba 
Crossing, about four 


kilometres north of Aqaba 
and Eilat, was part of 
“ confide nce-bmlding” mea- 
sures stipulated in the 
Washington Declaration 
signed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Mr. Rabin on 
July 25. 

The declaration also calls 
for another crossing farther 
north. Chief Israeli nego- 
tiator Elyakim Rubinstein 
said at the beginning of a new 
round of negotiations on ter- 
ritories and water rights on 
Tuesday that the second cros- 
sing would be opened after 
agree m e n t was reached on its 
precise location (see separate 
story). 

Both cros sin gs will have no 
bearing upon the outcome of 
the negotiations, officials 
have said. “Jordan agreed to 
the location of the Araba 
Crossing only after receiving 
a very dear Israeli undertak- 
ing that the rite does not 
represent in any way a bor- 
der,” said an official. 

~ Yitzhak Hai, in charge of 
the Israeli terminal, said 
cooperation between the 
Israeli and Jordanian border 
officials was “excellent.” 

To ease arrangements for 
tourists, visas could be 
obtained at tire crossing itself 
— free for tourists entering 
Israel but JD22 for those 
visiting Jordan. 

On Monday, a group of 29 
Israelis travelling on dual 
passports arrived m Amman 
across the King Hussein 
Bridge. The Agence France 
Press interviewed some of 
them at their hotel and 
quoted them as saying the 
only problem they met as 
they crossed came from 
Israeli border guards. 

“We received a very warm 
welcome from the Jordanian 
a u t h o ri ties on the border, but 
the only problem was the 
Israelis,” Albert Catarivas of 
the Galilee Tours Travel 
Agency was quoted as saying. 



Tourists pass through the “Arabs Crossing” to Jordan (AFP photo) 


Hizbollah: 
attacks 
will not be 
stopped 

BEIRUT (AP) — The Hiz- 
bollah group has vowed to 
step up attacks on a border 
strip Israel occupied in South 
Lebanon, dismissing an 
Israeli daim that Syria has 
promised to rein in guerrillas. 

A statement by Hizbollah, 
or Party of God, described as 
“mere allegation” a comment 
by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres that violence in 
South Lebanon was over. 
Mr. Peres gave Syria credit 
for curbing Hizbollah guerril- 
las. 

u We are highly confident 
of the Syrian position and 
that of President Hafez AI 
Assad particularly on the na- 
ture of the struggle with 
Israel,” said Hizbollah’s 
statement. 

“The Syrians have said re- 
peatedly that resistance 
(against Israeli occupation) is 
a natural right of our people, 
who will continue to exercise 
it as long as our land is 
occupied/* 


IM w JUIWU 1>UV1 tMf 

U.S.: Syria, Israel 
weighing price of 
compromise deal 


SHANNON AIRPORT, Ire- 
land (Agencies) — Israel and 
Syria are engaged in serious 
negotiations, probing each 
other’s positions to see if 
peace is worth the price of 
compromise, U.S. officials 
said on Tuesday. 

They spoke as U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher headed back for 
Washington after his fourth 
Middle East peace shuttle in 
three mouths on an upbeat 
note but without a break- 
though on the Syria-Israel 
peace drive. 

One senior official said 
that during a five-hour meet- 
ing on Sunday with Mr. 
Christopher, Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad reaf- 
firmed his interest in reaching 
a peace agreement with Israel 
by the end of this year. 

“Each side has made a 
strategic commitment to 
pe&oe but it’s not peace at 
any price,” the official told 
reporters on Mr. Christ- 
opher’s plane. “Each side 
would say peace at any price 


is one that would break 
down, that won’t endure and 
that’s not a real peace." 

Mr. Christopher and other 
officials refused to rite speci- 
fic evidence of progress to the 
U.S.-brokered negotiations 
between Israel and Syria that 
are viewed as pivoted to a 
comprehensive Middle East 
peace. 

But they described a pro- 
cess of serious bargaining 
that they said would well 
produce remits over time. 

Mr. Chrsitopher and his 
top Middle East adviser are 
going on holiday soon, but 
plan to visit the region again 
m September and possibly 
monthly thereafter until an 
agreement is achieved. 

Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters that his trip to the 
Middle East in July had re- 
moved- some of the major 
psychological barriers be- 
tween Israel and Syria and 
the result was that on the 
just-completed mission 


(Cootfaned on page 7) 


PLO, Israel agree 
on tourism issue, 
defer budget talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on Tues- 
day agreed on the transfer of 
authority over tourism to 
Palestinians to the West Bank 
but postponed calks on fi- 
nance until next week. 

Their decision came as the 
World Bank said it would 
help finance the Palestinians’ 
budget deficit and speed up 
delayed assistance to Gaza 
and Jcricbo (see page 12). 

Tbe two sides here agreed 
that Israel would keep con- 
trol over archaeological sites, 
while tbe new Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
will take charge of tourism 
services. 

The tourism issue was 
finalised to the fifth session of 
talks here on the extension of 
Palestinian self-rule through- 
out the West Bank. 

Negotiators have now 
hammered out the transfer of 
powers to four of five desig- 
nated sectors — education, 
health and social affairs as 
well as tourism. 

But the fifth sector, a sys- 
tem of income tax, is causing 
problems. “Income tax is not 
an easy issue,” said General 
Danny Rotschild. Israeli de- 
legation head. 

“When we have finished it, 
we will talk about enforce- 
ment and a general paper.” 

The two sides have agreed 
to draw up an overall docu- 
ment outlining the new 
Palestinian powers, which 
will be sent to international 
donors who have pledged to 
make up tbe shortfall in the 
Palestinian budget until the 
tax system is up and running. 

According to Gen. Rots- 
child, the shortfall will be 
between $22 and 550 million 
over the first six months. 

Top PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said the Israelis had 
also pledged to hand over 
control of crossing points be- 


tween the autonomous areas 
and neighbouring countries 
to Palestinians next Thurs- 
day. 

He said Israel had delayed 
the handover — which should 
have taken place shortly after 
the May 4 self-rule accord — 
by giving “excuses" about 
preparation. 

The Palestinians have com- 
plained about their treatment 
at crossing points, especially 
at Erez between the Gaza 
Strip and Israel where Arab 
workers clashed with Israeli 
troops last month. 

Dr. Shaath said negotiators 
would also discuss next week 
delayed elections to a Palesti- 
nian autonomy council which 
will govern the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

He said Israelis were to 
blame because they refused 
to discuss the redeployment 
of troops necessary before 
the polls can start. 

The talks were broken off 
here Tuesday because of a 
meeting on Wednesday be- 
tween PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Rabin will brief Mr. 
Arafat on the talks he held 
with King Hussein on Mon- 
day and discuss the financial 
crisis facing the Palestinians 
in the autonomous areas. 
Officials at the prime minis- 
ter's office said. 

In one positive gesture, 
Israel on Monday allowed 
Mr. Arafat and 15 of his 
“ministers" the right of free 
passage. 

Mr. Arafat also pressed for 
elections during a meeting 
Saturday with U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
and Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak, Dr. Shaath said. 

He quoted Mr. Arafat as 
telling the two leaders: *‘I 
need a mandate from my 
people... and that mandate 
can only come through elec- 
tions." 
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Paris Club favourable to Jordan 


relief, but no uniform approach 


Kurdish MPs want 

Talabani to testify 


By P.V. Vivekanand 


Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — European and 
Japanese diplomats said 
Tuesday they expected their 
governments to respond posi- 
tively to an American recom- 
mendation for debt relief for 
Jordan, but indicated that 
there might not be a uniform 
approach to the issue. 

“In essence, it is accepted 
that Jordan deserves assist- 
ance, given the bold and fast 
moves it undertook in such a 
short period towards making 
peace with Israel," said a 
senior European diplomat. 
“But most European govern- 
ments are of the opinion that 
it should be left to the indi- 
vidual government to decide 
on what form this assistance 
should take; whether in 
write-off or any forms of debt 
relief.” 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said in a 
press conference at Aqaba 
after a landmark summit be- 
tween His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin that Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton had written 
to members of the Paris Club 
of creditor governments to 
take action to relieve Jor- 
dan's debt burden. 

“Urgent international ac- 
tion to relieve Jordan's con- 
siderable debt burden is a 
critical element" in the Mid- 
dle East peace process, said 
the presidential letter. “It is 
essential that the people of 
Jordan feel the benefits of 
peace in tangible ways." 


Mr. Clinton urged the 
Paris Club members who 
hold Jordan's debts — 
Switzerland, Germany, Bel- 

f ium, Denmark, Finland, 
pain, Canada, France, Italy, 
Sweden, Austria, Japan and 
Britain — to “act as rapidly 
and as generously as possible 
to relieve Jordan’s financial 
burden through bilateral debt 
forgiveness.” 

Switzerland, Germany and 
Britain have already ex- 
tended partial write off of 
varying degrees to Jordan by 
converting loans to grants, 
and President Clinton ex- 
pressed appreciation of their 
moves and encouraged them 
to take “further measures," 
the Agence France Press 
(AFP) reported. 

The president also noted in 
bis letter that Washington 
was in the process of writing 
off the bulk of Jordan’s debts 
to the U.S., starting with* 
$220 minion this year. The 
net impact of the American 
gesture on the Jordanian debt 
is expected to be $755 mil- 
lion, information minister 
Jawad A1 Anam said this 
week. 

Jordan’s total foreign debts 
stood at $6.68 billion at the 
end of 1993. The Kingdom’s 
major debtors are the U.S., 
France, Japan, Germany and 
Britain — all members of die 
Paris Club, which, as a body, 
holds $4.01 billion of Jor- 
dan's debts. Of the Paris 
Club debts, $1.24 billion have 
been rescheduled and an 
agreement was reached in 
June to reschedule another 


$1.21 trillion. 

Another European diplo- 
mat said: “One of the prob- 
lems that many governments 
have to take into considera- 
tion while studying debt 
write-off is that there are 
other debtors who might de- 
mand the same treatment as 
given to Jordan.” 

But, said the diplomat, 
“most governments are likely 

to look for alternative 
methods and formulas which 
would effectively lead to re- 
lief for Jordan but not label- 
led as write-off.” 

A French diplomat, whose 
country chairs the steering 
committee of the Paris Chib, 
said: “Our government has 
been very supportive of Jor- 
dan, and played a key role in 
ensuring that Jordan got one 
of the most favourable treat- 
ments in the Paris Club nego- 
tiations.” 

According to the diplomat, 
the terms of rescheduling the 
Kingdom secured from the 
Paris Club “are of a nature 
that was rarely given to any 
other debtor countries. 

“The terms include a de- 
ferment of over 20 years and 
partial debt conversion,” said 
the diplomat without ela- 
boration. 

In any event, said the di- 
plomat, “the government will 
be studying the issue of debt 
write-off for Jordan. It is too 
early to say what the outcome 
will be.” 

Jordanian officials say they 
appreciate the Paris Club ges- 
ture and the French role, but 
at the same time point out 


that debt rechednling' does 
not actually offer relief since 
it only puts off the actual 
payment. 

The World Bank has said 
that Jordan has to cut -its 
debts by half to gain the 
creditworthiness it enjoyed 
before die economic crisis of 
1988-89. 


Japanese Charge d'Af- 
faires Hajime Tanaki, whose 
country bolds about $1.5 bil- 
lion of the Kingdom’s debts, 
said his government looked 
favourably at offering assist- 
ance to Jordan, but noted 
that as a policy the Tokyo 
government does not accept 
debt write-offs. 


“We have not yet readied 
a point to discuss this issue,” 
Mr. Tanaki told the Jordan 
Times. “However, we stand 
ready to offer concessionary 
loans at very favourable 
tends to Jordan,” he said. 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Lawyers for six. Kurdish 
politicians charged with 
promoting “separatism” have 
asked a court here to sum- 
mon testimony from Iraqi 
Kurdish leader Jala! Talabani 
to determine if the accused - 
have links to the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

The six. defendants, five 
former members of parlia- 
ment (MPs) and a current 
deputy, could face the death 
penalty . if convicted on 
charges of campaigning for a 
separate Kurdish stake in 
southeastern Turkey and of 
forming a political, branch of 
the PKK in the Turkish par- 
liament. 

The rebel PKK and gov- 
ernment forces are locked in 
a decade-old struggle in the 
southeast which has taken the 
lives of. 11,000 people. 

The accused, Ahmet Turk, 
Hatip Dide, Orhan Dogaii, 
Sini Salik, Leyla Zana and 
Mahmut Aimak, have vigor- 


Talabani, ' head of the Iraq- 
based Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan, to “determine if, yes 
or no, these- deputies are re- 
sponsible to the PKK." . 

Mr. Talabani attended 
several discussions, notably 
in March 1993, that some of 
the MPs held with PKK 
leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

The court agreed to consid- ' 
er the lawyers' request and 
will announce its ruling m the 
new trial session. 


Intra-Kurd dashes 


Forty-three people died in 
weekend clashes be tween riv- 
al Kurd factions- which 
erupted in this northern Iraqi 
town, hospital officials said 
Monday. 

Sixty-three others were 
wounded in fighting which 
flared Saturday between the 
FUK and the pro-Iranian 
Kurdistan Islamrc League 
(KIL). 


Mr. Tanaki noted that only 
this week Japan signed an 
agreement under which it 
would extend $131 million to 
help the Kingdom’s energy 
sector and balance of pay- 
ments. 


oudy denied any links to the 
PKK and have dismissed the 


In his comments on Mon- 
day, Mr. Christopher also re- 
ferred to possible American 
help to Jordan’s security 
(woes. 

“We have other legislation 
which is pending in Congress 
with respect to excess de- 
fence articles, which is a re- 
flection of the environment 
here in the Middle East,” be 
said. 


PKK and have dismiss ed the 
trial as '’politically” moti- 
vated. - 

A first round of hearing? 
ended Monday, with pro- 
ceedings expected to resume 
Sept. 7. 

Former MPs Turk, Dide, 
Dogan, Salik and Zana were 
members of the pro-Kurd 
Democracy Party, which the 
government dissolved in mid- 
June. The five have been 
expelled from parliament and 


Rocket explosions could be 
heard regularly on Monday in 
the southern outskirts of 
Qalaat Diza, some 20 
kilometres from the Iraq-Iran 
borcksr. 


The fighting is the worst 
nee the PUK and the 


since the PUK and the 
Democratic Party of Kurdis- 
tan (DPK) announced in 
Paris on July 23 an agreement 
to stop fighting over power- 
sharing. . . 


stripped of their immunity. 
A sixth defendant, Mr. 


Aimak, is an independent 
and remains a deputy. 

.Defence lawyers have 
sought testimony from Jaial 


Officials from the two sides 
said 21 people from two fami- 
lies were killed in a single 
rocket explosion, in a house in- 
Qalaat Diza. * 

Half of the town’s 250,000 
inhabitants have now fled to 
the neighbouring town of 
Raniya. 


U.S. may appoint first 
Jewish envoy to Israel 


Libya wants Lockerbie kin to agree to Hague trial 


The Jerusalem Post 


MARTIN Indyk, the White 
House’s top specialist on 
Middle East affairs, is to be 
President Bill Clinton’s 
choice to serve as the next 
U.S. ambassador for Israel, 
U.S. and Israeli officials say. 

Should Indyk be 
• appointed, he would be first 
Jew to serve in the post. 

Israel was informed of the 
U.S. intention to make the 
appointment on Saturday 
night, during Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher's 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, U.S. officials 
say. 

Christopher, however, re- 
fused to confirm Indyk’s 
appointment publicly. Speak- 
ing to reporters after meeting 
with Foreign Minister Shi- 


mon Peres yesterday in Jeru- 
salem, Christopher said, 
“Martin Indyk has been one 
of the most respected mem- 
bers of our peace team. He is 
very highly regarded in the 
United States by the presi- 
dent and by me.’ 

He added, however, the 
naming of a new envoy is 
Clinton's decision to make. 

In addition to his service 
on the peace team, Indyk is 
the author of the ‘'dual con- 
tainment" strategy, calling 
for a firm U.S. policy in 
dealing with Iran as well Iraq. 

Before joining the Clinton 
administration, the 
Australian-born Indyk 
founded die Washington In- 
stitute for Near East Policy, 
building it into an influential 
research body advising 
American policy makers. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Libya's new U.N. envoy 
Monday reminded families of 
die American victims of dm 
1988 bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Scotland that 
his country offered to try two 
Libyan suspects in die bomb- 
ing under Scottish law at die 
World Court, the Hague. 

“If the victims’ families 
hear about the proposal, we 
think they will agree,” 
Ambassador Mohammad 
Azwai told Renters in an 
interview he initiated. 

The United States wants 
die suspects tried in America 
or Britain, but Mr. Azwai 
says they would be “brain- 
washed” before trial in either 
country. 

The Libyan envoy said 
three-quarters of the UJ4. 
membership, including many 
Security Council members. 


backed Libya’s proposal, 
which was also s u pported by 
the Arab League. 

A total of 270 people were 
killed in the bombing of a 
London to New York flight 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, m- 
dndipg 11 on the ground. 
The victims were nationals of 
21 countries but the over- 
whelming majority — 189 — 
were from the United States. 

Mr. Azwai, who took op 
his U.N. post two months 
ago, said foe families of die 
British victims were willing 
for foe trial to take [dace 
before a Scottish court, sit- 
ting at die hague. 

But the United States and 
Britain, where die suspects 
have been in d i c ated, were 
insisting on a trial in one or 
other of those countries to 
main t ain p le a s ur e on Libya, 
in hopes of toppling its lead- 


er, Muammar Qadhafi, he 
said. 

. Mr. Azwai said Libya 
could not agree to a trial in a 
co un t ry mere the accused 
would be interrogated by 
“Scotland Yard, the CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy) or the FBI (Federal 
Bureau of Investigation),” 
which he said would brain- 
wash them or force them to 
{dead guilty. . 


in 1992 for failing to hand 
‘over die two' Lockerbie sus- 
pects for trial in either of foe 
countries where they were 
indicated. The sanctions in- 
dude an air and arms embar- 
go ‘and the downgrading of 
dhdomatic links with Libya. 


He also denied reports that 
Libya had offered each of the 
victims’ families $3 million, 
saying there may have been 
some confoskm with com- 
pensation being sought in a 
damages case against his 
country. 

The Security Council, after 
a periodic 120-day review, 
made no change last Friday in 
sanctions it imposed on Libya 


Because of Libya's con- 
tinued failure- to comply, 
further sanctions were im- 
posed in December 1993, in- 
cluding a freeze on some Li- 
byan assets abroad tmd a ban 
on to import of certain equip- 
ment used at ofl t ransp ort 
terminals and in refineries. 


Another condition for the 
lifting of sanctions is Libyan 
cooperation with a French 
magistrate investigating foe 
mid-flight bombing of 
France's UTA Flight 772 
over Niger in 1989 m which 
171 people' died. 
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Invisible warriors: Iran’s students, Syria’s trump card 

Bv Samir F. GhflttUS turn in the Middle East neace fnirfinn of Ter!U.l itself narmwKt «nnk fn th. Ierai>G Muslims nms fnniulMi in Airw A s *ntin, okm m i 


By Samir F. Ghattas 

The Associated Press 


WADI AL IZZIYEH, Leba- 
non — The rattle of artillery 
fire and the thump of shells 
are heard doily in the rocky 
hills near the Israeli border. 
But yo u cm crisscross the 
area and never see anyone 
carrying arms. 

The invisible warriors of 
'Hizbollah, Syria’s trump card 
in peace talks with Israel, are 
experts after nine years of 
cat-and-mouse games with 
Israel and its Lebanese pro- 
xies. 

Money from oil-rich Iran 
and indoctrination by 
Iranian-inspired Islamic fun- 
damentalists have turned 
Hizbollah from a ragtag 
bunch of gunmen into a for- 
midable foe — even for 
Israel. 

But it is Syria that controls 
foe Hizbollah supply routes. 

Whenever there’s momen- 


tum in the Middle East peace 
talks, tensions and shellfire 
escalates in southern Leba- 
non, the last active Arab- 
Israeli warfront. 

On Saturday, Hizbollah 
attacked an Israeli patrol in 
southern Lebanon and killed 
two soldiers. 

On Sunday, U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
making his third peace shut- 
tle to the Mideast in four 
mouths, complained about 
Hizbollah in talks with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad in 
Damascus. 

On Monday morning, Hiz- 
bollah staged a hit-and-run 
attack on an outpost of the 
South Lebanon Army, a mili- 
tia armed and trained by 
Israel. 

Some members of Hizbol- 
lah, whose name means Party 
of God, have vowed to keep 
fighting until foe Israelis are 
driven out of southern Leba- 
non. Others say they will stop 
at nothing short of the des- 


truction of Israel itself. 

“We will never give up 
resistance against the Jews 
and foe Zionists,” Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah, Hizbol- 
lah’s secretary-general, told a 
Beirut rally on Sunday. 
“Jerusalem is ours. We will 
return to it, and it will revert 
to us. Not a single foot of a 
Jew will remain on Palestine. 

1 Despite the superiority of 
Israeli weaponry and sol- 
diers, not to mention its air 
force which has carried out 32 
raids on Lebanon this year, 
Hizbollah’s few thousand 
activists continue to hit back. 

The biggest Israeli problem 
is finding Hizbollah. On 
Saturday morning, Hizbollah 
launched at least-three rock- 
ets from Wadi A1 Izziyeb into 
foe buffer zone. The Israelis 
apparently pinpointed the 
launch site long after the 
guerrillas had moved on. 

Wadi A1 Izziyeb is a sharp 
gorge that snakes through the 
bluffs overlopking one of the 


narrowest spots in the Israeli 
buffer zone. Israel itself is 
barely 10 kilometres away, 
easily within range of Hizbol- 
lah’s rockets. At other 
places, the Israeli-occupied 
swath thrusts 20 kilometres 
into Lebanon. 

Syria, with 40,000 soldiers 
spread across Lebanon, con- 
trols to weaker neighbour’s 


Muslims, was founded in 
1982 to export the Islamic 


revolution of Iran’s late pat- 
riarch, Ayatollah Ruhouah 
Khomeini. 

Today it has an estimated 
hard core of about 3,500 
fighters, but it can call cm 
thousands more trained by 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
in the Syrian-patrolled Bekaa 
Valley of Lebanon. 

It became one of the most 
effective and most feared 
guenito groups in foe Middle 
East after its suicide bombers 
killed more than 300 Amer- 
ican and French servicemen 
in twin Beirut attacks in 1983. 

Hizbollah was blamed by 
Israel for four bomb attacks 
last month on Israeli and 
Jewish targets in Latin Amer-. 
ica and Britain in which 116 
people were killed and more 
than 100 wounded. 

Israel said the largest 
attack, a bombing on July 18 
that killed 95 people at a 
Jewish centre in Buenos 


polities and foe trails that 
runn el Iranian-supplied arms 
to Hizbollah. 

With foe Palestinians and 
Jordan already implementing 
peace deals with Israel, Syria 
is the last major holdout, 
among the Arab states 
bordering Israel. 

Syria wants a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, captured in 
foe 1967 war. So or, Israel 
has offered only a partial and 
phased withdrawal. 

Hizbollah, finding fertile 
recruiting ground among 
Lebanon’s socially and eco- 
nomically deprived Shiite 


Aires, Argentina, was in re- 
. ven ge for an Israeli air strike 
. against a FfizboQab training 
camp in the Bekaa Valley on 
June 2. Up to 50 guerrilla 
recants died in foe air raid, 
Israel’ 'deadliest in years 
against Hizbollah. - . 

Hizbollah has also' grown 
bolder and more professional 
at home. 

Its new favourite weapon is 
the Sagger missile, a highly 
effective anti-tank weapon 
developed by the Soviet Un- 
ion in foe mid-1960s. An 
' updated version, with a 
gpided targeting system foal 
no longer requires line-of- 
sight firing, has boosted Hiz- 
bollah’s marksmanship, 
according to security sources 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In a Jmy ambush that kil- 
led one Israeli soldier and 
wounded 13 others, Hizbol- 
lah fired 10 Saggers from 200 
metres away. Four hit foe 
target. . 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mubarak, Musa to visit Gaza Strip 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak J$s 
accepted an invitation by Yasser Arafat to visit foe new 

. _ C*. — tm. UnlAftinion « 


autonomous Gaza Strip, top Palestinian 'negotiator Nabfl 
ghaarti said. Mr. Mubarak will become foe first Arab 


leader to visit - Gaza since self-rule was launched there ^ 


jcaqf.l 1U YLUl UOLtt OMIW 0V4O yfl 

May 4. The date of the trip has not yet been set. Dr. Shaath 
said. Dr. Shaath said Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
will visit Gaza “in two weeks,” ahead of the presidential 
trip. Dr. Shaath, who is also the Palestinian authority's 
"minister” of planning and cooperation, told reporters foat 
Mr. Arafet invited Mr. Mubarak last Saturday, when the 
two met in Egypt's coastal city of Alexandria. 


Kuwait buys aims from Russia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia agreed Monday to sell ^ 
undisclosed number of armoured personnel carriers and 
rocket launchers to Kuwait, according to an Itar-Tass news 
agency report. Valery Pogribenko, a spokesman for 
Rosvooruzheniya, the Russian state arms trading company, 
confirmed the deal in which Russia will ship its Sroercb 
rocket launchers anri BMP-3 armoured earners to Kuwait 
Kuwait is the first foreign country to buy the Smerch 
system, which was introduced in the Soviet army in 1987. 
The contract is one of foe largest export deals signed -fey 
Russia this year, and exceeds a recent $600 million to sell 
MIg-29 fighter jets to Malaysia, Interfax news agency said, 
tiring unidentified sources. The date of delivery ami the 
total cost of foe contract were not released. 


Saudis may respond to media campaign 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia is considering a response#* 
what it said was a media campaign by foreign and AraV 


what it said was a media campaign by foreign and Arad 
or ganisatio ns against the kingdom, foe Saudi Press Agency 
sara on Monday. It said the council of ministers in their 
weekly meeting “focused on rules pertaining to foe 
information system for the purpose of countering media 
cam paigns against the kingdom that are still continuing 
despite repeated denials.” It said Grown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz would submit the ministers’ views to King 
Fahd for any final action. The agency did not mention any 
specific report or organisation. 


Police general surrenders in Saudi gem case 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A Thai police general still on active 
duty Tuesday surrendered for questioning about foe 
disappearance of part of $20 million in jewelry stolen trap 
a Saudi prince five years ago. General Sanong Wattanawdr- 
angkui, a police department legal adviser, went to police 
. headquarters at irad-morning and reported to Lieutenant 
General Cham Rattanatham, the officer heading foe 
investigation. Another general, former national poljce 
chief Sawasdi Amomvivat, is also wanted for questioning 
in the Saadi gems case. Gen. Sawasdi, who is a member pf 
the Thai Senate and has immunity while parliament is' in 
session, has been given until the end of this month jo 
report. j 


British cameraman deported from Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — A British freelance cameraman Was 


departed from Cyprus on Tuesday after foe authorities of 
this divided island labelled him a security risk. “He is on 


this divided island labelled him a security risk. “He is, on 
the plane taking off for Amsterdam... that’s ail we can say(” 
an imxnilration office at Larnaca international airport t(9d 
Reuters on foe phone. Peter Williams. 33, an ex-British 
soldier and father of four children from his marriage tola 
Greek Cypriot woman whom he is now separated. Was 
refused entry try on Sunday when be arrived at Lamas 
airport from San Francisco via Amsterdam. Mr. Williails 
strongly protested the accusation he- had been spying .for 
the breackaway state in Turkish north Cyprus, recognised 
only by Turkey. 


Bulldozers work on old U.S. embassy building 


BEIRUT (AP) — Bulldozers have begun clearing awayfoe 
ruins of the former U.S. embassy, blasted 11 years ago bjra 
suicide trade bombing that killed 63 people- and ushered jn 
foe start of terrorist attacks against Americans in Lebanao. 
The e m bassy, which had been renting the seven-storey 
bui l di n g until the April 1983 -explosion, is now operation 
from a compound in foe northeast Beirut suburb of Aukar. 
Authorities in the past week removed squatters from what 
remained of the fj-shaped building in Beirut’s seafront 
‘Ain Mreisseh neighbourhood. Later, owners brought in 
contractors to dear rabble and make way for a new 
building as foe city experience a construction boom after 
foe end of the 1975-90 dvil war. 


Egypt's population seen at 64m in 2000 


— Egypt’s population of 59 million will rise tp 
64 million m the next six years, the central agency for 
Public mobilisation and statistics said on Tuesday. On 
average Egyptian women have four children, it said* I 


Iraqi diplomat recalled after complainf : ■ 


MANILA (AP) — An Iraqi diplomat has been reassigned 
to Jordan after a Filipino sales clear accused him of sexuM 
harassment, Filipino diplomatic sources said Tuesday, the 
^ arceS I °? ^“^bon of anonymity, said ConSoJ 

beneral Sarah Sul aiman left the country Monday after' $ 
21>-year-old female clerk accused him of touching her breast 
and tmgh at a clothing store last month. Efforts to con tad ! 
tne Iraqi embassy for confirmation were unsuccessful. TW : 
«nbassy had closed for the day. Mr. Sulaiman and Iraqi ! 
Ambassador Neamji Hussein denied any impropriety. Blit | 
Rhpmo sources said the Iraqis decided to reassign The 
diplomat to avoid embarassment. He had been schedule^ 
to leave the country next month after a three-year- 
assignment. ; 
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King orders equipment purchase 
«.**'. for link-up with Mayo Clinic 

S2,' •*«! "» R °y al 

/as l,."? Services purchase 

t be^n he <J necessary equipment to 
King Hussein 
ad of r S h ter A^S^fcdica^entre and the 
; r ne njJ’abso Cfimc in Rochester, 

*o the United 

t A ? aTur da; P °^-.? l AccoTding to Yousef 
^‘cxandria ^ flgusus, director of the Royal 


sssa 


Medical Services, the Kmg 
jgs promised to donate the 


x, . east of the equipment and 

onday lQ gaffed that it be purchased 

: to* lTlc . C W’-* soon as possible. 

5 har-Tj^;..- The televideo link-up will 

s P f : '^ r rjT.’-aftjw for the diagnosis and 


ms 
will 
d 


treatment of patients in Jor- 
dan without having to travel 
to the Mayo Clinic, said Dr. 
Gousus in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

He said all hospitals in the 
Kingdom could later be link- 
ed with the King Hussein 
Medical Centre to obtain the 
same services. 

In addition, the televideo 
connection offers an excel- 
lent opportunity for Jorda- 
nian medical teams to obtain- 
tratning here as well as 
access to the latest medical 
advances through the reputed 
Mayo Clinic. 

Earlier this year, Jihad 


gOjjv. 


Barghouti, chairman of the 
Amman Diagnostic Centre,, a 
private sector venture, said a 
direct satellite link with tele- 
video facilities would be 
established between his cen- 
tre and die Mayo Clinic to 
facilitate on-the-spot diagno- 
sis of patients in Amman. 

The Mayo Clinic is consi- 
dered one of the best medical 
facilities internationally. 

King Hussein underwent 
successful cancer surgery at 
the Rochester facility in Au- 
gust 1992. He has returned to 
the Mayo Clinic several 
since then for periodic check- 
ups. 


111 *hip V'--- 

■ “^nH^Trade talks in Cairo centre on expansion 

Soviet A 

port deal*'!? 3 'CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan’s 
1 1600 rr.iji]' " ambassador to Egypt, Nayef 


m new* a ”"' '-Ml 0*8, Tuesday described 
of deliver 1 * -tbe ongoing trade talks be- 
released ' **'■ tween Jordanian and Egyp- 
tian officials in Cairo as de~ 
$8 Cam™ agned to deal with develop- 
HolC? |^pt and expansion in im- 
ferir.e a «... .jfementing joint ventures. 


lateral ties, said Mr. Qadi. 

He said bilateral relations 
are strengthened in light of 
the progress in the Middle 
East peace process, particu- 
larly on the Jordanian-lsraeli 
track. 

Mr. Qadi said that follow- 
ing the completion of success- 
ful Arab- Israeli negotiations, 
the Middle East could wit- 
ness the emergence of region- 
to the 


pean Community. 

The ambassador said he 
believed that the Middle East 
would see the emergence of 
an economic bloc that would 
be of great benefit to the 
Arab world. 

The meeting in Cairo is 
being held in implementation 
of decisions taken by the 
higher joint Jordanian- 
Egyptfan Committee which 
met in Amman earlier this 
year. 


minister if 5 ' Egyptian e . _ 

pertaining "tfa* mid m line with both al cooperation similar 
f counteniL - ’ ’countries’ policies on boost- situation prevailing among 
are still con^' '^Bl tra ^ c exchanges and bi- the members of the Euro- 

— 

! “^Ab e qu a family resists pressure 

ls udi sem ^ 

‘neral still 0n -.J . 
boning abotT ' 


to hand over children 

jewel™ 'AMMAN (AP) — The fanri- 

^nong'wS > 0f a if™ W S? 

ser .7T.-1 tos confessed to killing bis 


ser, went to ^ cumcs5cu w 
ned to l ipm, is resisting pressure to 
fleer headmen over his two children to 


-r national 


the mother of his slain wife in 


son. New Jersey, sister of the 
deceased, arrived in Jordan 
last week after His Majesty 
King Hussein invited her fol- 
lowing high-level interven- 


ed for a’ueaS Unitcd States, family New Jersey 
/ho k ■> mZSS /oonbers and lawyers said in 

* puKnwi!: 


Washington 

lawmakers. 


of this nice 


from Cyp il 

cameraman tf- 


Ms. Dokur, representing 
the children’s maternal 
grandmother Meryem Gossal 
in the U.S., has said she was 
assured that she would get 
custody of the children, who 
are under the care of their 
father’s mother in an Amman 
suburb. 

Two local lawyers 
appointed by Ms. Dokur to 
represent Mre. Gussal have 
derind-kidnapping. He has.. Jrinted that an out-of-court 
told reporters mid police in- settlement is possible. Under 


The Arabic Ad-Dustour 
daily quoted Adrian Abequa, 
brother of Mohammad Abe- 
qua, as vowing not to relin- 
quish custody of Moham- 
mad’s children Lisa, 6, and 

the . .. . 

, v ..u, ■ . Mohammad Abequa, 46, is 

/. S «££; i “C S!££ y on 

lional .Imrii- *F** Mf km <jcg ro ronr- 

33. an ex-Bit 

w'lrnarairt - ’ *™^8atons that be IcOled his 
• J«fe, NHal, 40, at her New 
„ ’’ C v- flartment July 4 and 

mt. i ... '»dbi - . to Jordan with the two 

i beenspvTutr. 

ypru>. recrais. -Abequa, who was 

arrested July 20, is expected 
to be put on trial in Jordan 
4nh evidence supplied by 

clearing any V P 1 llw - enfbrcenlent a 8 en - 


iSSSY 


Islamic Sharia law, priority is 
given in child custody cases to 
the maternal grandmother. 

• However, the Abequas 
have vowed not to let go of 
the two children, who have 
been visited at least twice by 
U.S. diplomats. 

Ad-Dustour quoted Saleh 
Al Maghrabi, a lawyer repre- 
the Abequas, as 


court. 

Adnan Abequa, Moham- 
mad’s brother, vowed in an 
interview with Ad-Dustour 
that he would “resist all 
atttempts to hand over the 
children" to Nihal's mother. 

“We, the Abequa family, 
insist that we raise my 
brother's children... in the 
Islamic tradition right here in 
Jordan," he told the news- 
paper. 

“We want the children to 
learn Arabic and Islamic 
teachings,” he was quoted as 
saying, adding that toe family 
resented questions put to the 
-children by U.S. diplomats 
“whether - they .have •. eaten 
hamburger and pizza.” 

“Such questions should not 
be asked by a counsel to 
small kids living with their 
family and receiving the 
necessary care," he said. 

Mr. Abequa’s mother; 
Sameh, tola Ad-Dustour: 
“What pains me most is the 
feeling that I might lose my 
grandchildren after they lost 
their father (who is in jail) 


1 1 ~ mV seating LUC nucqua», dm — — — - 

■ ncStrl J The U.S. embassy has said saying that “certain behind- ^mother. 

■o and toil continue to press for. the-scene parties are pre ssur - . Nobody can take the two 

causing i Jns extradition although no ing” for “a quick dedsion on kids from me,” she was 

chzadition treaty exists be- the case.” quoted as saying. “They are 

tween the U.S. and Jordan. . Judicial sources said the part of me and I will never 

id them over to anybody." 
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Nenme Dokur of Pater- case had not yet reached 


Fuheis festival stages 
off target programme 


By ^wghom T a m i mi 

Spcti&I to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Just like the 
Jensh Festival programme, 
ftrbds’ was off target in the 
sense that the audience was 
iatiodneed to only two Iraqi 
nhgen instead of the three 
toheduled. 

Ah' Sa’ad, 29, has sung 
rithdren’s songs since his 
twn childhood. He studied 
tonic at the Academy of 
Rue Arts in Baghdad. 
JVben he grew older, he 
the' Tnshari Folklore 
Group. Having re- 
24 songs, he partici- 
pated in tire Babylon Fes- 
tival in 1993. 

.A’add Hashhni, a re- 
nown Iraqi musk: critic, has 
described Ala’ Sa’ad’s voice 
lewd and style as the best 
go n g the con temporaries. 
Bos, surprisingly, his audi- 
ences are somehow small. 



- After singing several 
Iraqi, Lebanese and Egyp- 
tian songs, the more than 
3,000 audience in Fuheis 
began shouting for the 
other Iraqi singer, AH Isa- 
wi, to stow up. 

Fuheis Festival was to 
have paved the way for Ala* 
Sa’ad to meet the Jordanian 
people for the first time. 

“I felt embarrassed when 
I heard the asking 

me to leave the stage and 
requesting my colleague ” 
Mr. Sa’ad told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Sa’ad believes that 
Mr. Isawi had visited Jor- 
dan many times before and 
bis cassettes played every- 
where in tiie Kingdom and 
thus, became popular here. 
He added that it was not the 
quality of his colleague's 
voice, or his style that made 
him so welcomed, rather it* 


was a matter of popularity. 

So confident, Mr. Sa’ad 
thought that he knew every- 
thing about music, and he 
could answer any question 
related to it. “I know how 
to write notes and how to 
play the oud. I do not even 
need to rehearse,” said Mr. 
Sa’ad. “So, no need to 
make further studies or re- 
search in this field!” 

All Isawi’s voice is 
“illiterate” according to 
music critics. But his Iraqi, 
Jordanian and Gulf audi- 
ences are huge. After iris 
performance at Fuheis 
Forum, he was surrounded 
by his fens, and spent a 
gpod deal of time signing 
autographs. 

Although the audience 
was so involved in the per- 
formance, and kept ap- 
plauding all through the 
stow, no art was presented. 



FUHEIS FIFTH FESTIVAL 

[^Concert by Iraqi and Syrian vocalists 
Haftfcaa ftmsef and Jihad Al Amir at the 
main theatre, off the Greek Orthodox 

f Convent at 21:00. 

Lecture in Arabic by Dr. z “ d *J 
ttitUtd ‘Tapers from the History of 
ju- Fbkto” at the festival site at 1&30. 

? ftidry recital by poets Basse! 

.‘-Al Ameri, Ghari AlDhB»ah 

vAl Ameri, and Mohammad ObehtaDaa at 

g the festival site at 19:30. 

Jjr- BaM M li ua of Jordanian scripts* docn- 
- r meats, and books. 

. ^ Abstract art naUfees exhibition by Salwa 
L ^ Ammaren, IferyTStxifa, Nonna Hattar, 
^ ..and mat Tn’meh. 


☆ Caricature drawings exhibition by Imnd 
Haiiai, tnhh Mahmoud, «n«t KiwHw wi 
Gbaraibefa. 

i Exhibition of handicrafts. 

4c Comprehensive agricultural exhibition 
(held for the first time with the participa- 
tion of the private and public sectors). 


tmoMS 


-* i III: 


Exhibition of oH paintings fay Princes 
WQdan All at the Balqa* Art Gafiery in 
Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 pja.) (Tel. 
720677). 

EridUtim of ceramic works by Samar 
Tanud at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of water paints by Sudanese 
artist Abdul Qadir Al Bakhft at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 687598). 


U.K. university to admit 
qualified IBS graduates 


Second Jordanian science week ends 

Recommendations focus on national document. Armed Forces 


By Rims Corfbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian Sci- 
ence Week Tuesday ended 
with a final session featuring 
the recommendations made 
by aH participants. 

However, “it is the start 
and not the end of work 
towards development," said 
Hard MuDd, president of the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST). 

The session was held by 
senior members of the 
HCST, the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and Arab Scientists 
and Technologists Abroad 
(ASTA) who were joined by 
His Royal Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan later. 

In his address to the atten- 
dees Prince Hassan stressed 
the necessity of supporting 
sndi a constructive work. 

The Crown Prince, who is 
also head of the HOST said 
the end of the no-peace, no- 
war situation in the Middle 
East and the emergence of 
new cultural and economic 
challenges require develop- 
ing Jordanian national indus- 
tries to make them competi- 
tive in the region. 

Prince Hassan said the con- 
ditions governing the econo- 
mic “competitive war” re- 
quire that intellectual piracy 
and theft come to an end. 

He stressed the importance 
of ownership rights and cal- 
led for preparing a mechan- 
ism to maintain the dialogue 
rctong scholars and scientists 
in order to prepare for con- 
fronting the cultural, econo- 
mic and scientific challenges 
facing die Kingdom. 

Prince Hassan said the 
European Union (EU), 


which signed one agreement 
and four protocols with Jor- 
dan in 1975, is seeking to sign 

a new agreement with the 

Kingdom and other countries 
of the East, conforming to 
new prevailing conditions. 
He pointed to Israel’s relative 
experience since 1975 in sign- 
ing agreements with the EU. 

The Crown Prince stressed 
the need for Jordan to sign a 
new agreement with the 
European Union thus enabl- 
ing the Kingdom to occupy a 
distinguished status in 
Europe. 

The nscommendations in- 
volve both the National 
Document of Science and 
Technology and the Armed 
Forces. 

Concerning the document, 
total support and preparation 
of programmes for execution 
of projects that take priority 
were approved. 

Work will now include 
follow-up on holding a con- 
ference for financial suppor- 
ters of the projects, estab- 
lishing mutual communica- 
tion between science and 
technology institutions in all 
sectors (whether public or 
private) and strengthening 
ties with ASTA members — 
especially by advancing tele- 
phone networks. 

The participants recom- 
mended careful consideration 
of requiring new PhDs to 
conduct research for two 
years before entrusting them 
with academic responsibili- 
ties. They also insisted on 
reviewing their introduction 
of patenting procedures in 
Jordan. 

It was recommended that 
the Aimed Forces prepare a 
comprehensive book and a 



Attendees to the Second Jordanian Science Week Tuesday listen to final 
deliberations (Petra photo) 


documentary film on all 
aspects of the Great Arab 
Revolt, incorporate the sub- 
ject of land strategies at war- 
time in the Armed Forces 
curriculum, work on clar- 
ifying their insurmountable 
role in securing peace and 
development in the region 
and concentrate on further 
interaction and coordination 
with all other scientific and 
technological institutions. 
They suggested, for example, 
frequent publication of the 
work of the Armed Forces. 

In addition, the Armed 
Forces are to resume efforts 
to increase general awareness 
so that accidents can be 
avoided and to improve 
medical facilities in order to 
overcome injuries and ail- 
ments. 


Issuing booklets covering 
available fields of specialisa- 
tion will also be beneficial for 
service and productive in- 
stitutions, which can likewise 
use the working papers of the 
science week selected (over a 
period of three months) for 
publication. “The Armed 
Forces presented 32 papers 
this week.” said Talal 
Akasheh, director of de- 
velopment at the General 
Secretariat of the HCST. 

“A comprehensive report 
on what has been achieved 
will be issued next year for 
evaluation, praise or re- 
proach,” said Dr. Mnliti- 

Tuesday’s two other ses- 
sions dealt with three work- 
ing papers on medicine and a 
discussion of the National 
Document on Science and 


Technology revolving around 
the role of non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), wa- 
ter, continual development 
and contents of the docu- 
ment. 

The first paper handled re- 
search conducted on methods 
of dental treatment using 
orthodontics: 

The cases of children suf- 
fering from dislocations in 
their vertebral column were 
discussed in the second. The 
paper provided a comprehen- 
sive medical study that was 
performed on school stu- 
dents, a detailed study on 
AIDS (acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome) cases and 
another comprehensive study 
in poor working conditions, 
from a medical point of view. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN —The University 
of Wales Bangor in the Un- 
hed Kingdom will accept ap- 
plications from graduates of 
the Institute of Banking Stu- 
dies (IBS) in Jordan for 
admission in its bachelors de- 
gree programme in banking, 
finance or insurance, accord- 
ing to a statement by IBS 
Dean Adeeb Haddad. 

Dr. Haddad told the Jor- 
dan Times that agreement 
between IBS and the Uni- 
versity of Wales Bangor was 
concluded this week during 
his visit to the university 
where be held talks with its 
administration and faculty on 
coordination and cooperation 
at the academic and training 
levels. 

The agreement is seen as 
benefiting the IBS graduates 
who wish to pursue higher 
studies and obtain a bache- 
lors degree following their 
two-year training courses at 
the IBS in Amman, accord- 
ing to Dr. Haddad. 

The move will be a major 
step forward towards training 
Jordanian personnel em- 
ployed in financial and bank- 
ing institutions or those seek- 
ing employment with these 
organisations after complet- 
ing their studies, said Dr. 
Haddad. 

He added that agreement 
was reached whereby IBS 
would send trainees for more 
advanced courses organised 
by the University of Wales 
Bangor in finance and bank- 
ing. 

According to the agree- 
ment, the two sides will 
launch cooperation in the ex- 
change of information and 
expertise and in holding joint 



Adeeb Haddad 

training courses in Jordan for 
personnel employed by 
Jordanian banks and finan- 
cial institutions, said Dr. 
Haddad. 

When asked about earlier 
plans to upgrade the IBS into 
a fully-fledged university 
awarding bachelors degrees 
in financial and banking stu- 
dies, Dr. Haddad said that a 
committee finalised the re- 
quirements for the change in 
a report to the Minister of 
Higher Education. 

According to Dr. Haddad, 
the Council of Higher Educa- 
tion has set up a panel to 
study the IBS proposed 
bachelor degree programme. 

Founded in 1970, the IBS 
turned out its first graduates 
in 1973 after a two-year train- 
ing course. 

According to Dr. Haddad, 
937 graduates have com- 
pleted the IBS programme 
which includes training m 
regular banking procedures, 
finance and Islamic banking 
procedures. 


Tunnel to open on time 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part 
of the Kingdom's celebration 
of the 42nd anniversary of 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
accession to the Throne, 
which falls on Thursday, Am- 
man Municipality is organis- 
ing a ceremony that day to 
formally open Al Rawdah 
traffic tunnel on the Universi- 
ty of Jordan road. 

It took the municipality 
exactly two months to com- 
plete construction of the 400- 
metre-long tunnel at a cost of 
JD 600,000,' according to a 
municipality official. 

The tunnel, he said, is de- 
signed to reduce traffic con- 


gcauou on this major road 
link i n g Amman with Sweileh, 
Jubeiha and Salt to the West, 
and Jerash and the cities in 
the north, the official said. 

According to the official, 
the tunnel which is 19.5 
metres wide and 5.15 metres 
high was necessary to ease 
foe traffic buildup along this 
road particularly during rush 
hours. 

Municipality teams, back- 
ed by heavy road machinery 
worked around the clock 
over the past 60 days to finish 
the work in time for the 
celebration on August II, as 
promised by Mayor Mam , 
douh Al Abbadi. 


_S at/e water ... every, drop 
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Calls to occupied territories 
are not toll free — TCC 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC) Tuesday denied 
rumours that telephone 
calls originating from Jor- 
dan to the occupied terri- 
tories and Israel were toll- 
free. 

A TCC official said ail 
calls made to the occupied 
territories and Israel since 
direct telephone lines were 
opened Monday are ail toll 
calls which have been re- 
corded by the TCC ex- 
change in Amman. 

Earlier local reports in 
the press said that the calls 
maae on the first three days 
of the opening of these 
lines would be free of 
charge. 

Many Jordanians have 
been placing calls to their 
relatives and friends in the 
West Bank and in Israel 


since Monday by dialing 
t he i nternational code 
00972 first, but several sub- 
scribers reported that the 
connections were not as 
clear as expected. 

Last week Minister of 
Post nad Communications 
Hashem Dabbas was 
quoted as saying that the 
TCC had made all technical 
preparations for the link- 
age. 

TCC officials said the 
linkage would be made on 
the same day of the inau- 
guration of the border cros- 
sing between Jordan and 
Israel at Aqaba and Eilat 
Monday. 

A report in the local Al 
Dustour daily Tuesday 
quoted a TCC official as 
saying that the telephone 
call charge for each minute, 
day or night, is JD 1.2. 

The TCC official said 
that the area codes for 
Jerusalem, Ramaliah, 


Bethlehem, Hebron, 
Jericho, Al Bireh, Beit 
Satour, and Bir Zeit is (2); 
for Naharia, Haifa and 
Acre (4); for Jaffa, Tel 
Aviv and Salfit (3); Safad. 
Um Al Fahm. Affouleh. 
Jenin, Nazareth, and 
Tiberias (6); Gaza, Eilat, 
Jabalia (7); Lidda, Ram- 
leh, Bisan (8); Nablus, Tul- 
karm, QaJqilieh, Howara, 
Natania (9); Bir Al Sabe 
(5); and Ben Gurion Air- 
port (3). 

Israel opened the direct 
dialing facility more than a 
year ago in -a unilateral 
move that was then re- 
jected by Jordan. 

■ Opening direct dialing 
between Jordan and Israel 
was part of a series of 
measures stipulated in the 
Washington Declaration 
signed last month by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 


ESCWA, university organise 
managers training workshop 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A special 
training workshop will be 
held in Amman next month, 
with the aim of upgrading the 
entrepreneurial skills of man- 
agers under conditions of 
rapid change, according to a 
United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) 
statement Tuesday. Spon- 
sored by ESCWA, the uni- 
versity of Jordan’s Outreach 
Consultation Project (man- 
aged by the Department of 
Industrial Engineering) and 
the Friedrich Ebert Founda- 


tion, the workshop will take 
place from Sept. 14 to 20. 

The operation of enter- 
prises in the region — parti- 
cularly in Jordan — has been 
severely affected by regional 
wars, abrupt changes in the 
global economy, rapid de- 
velopment of new technolo- 
gies, and radical changes in 
the international division of 
labour and patterns of inter- 
national trade. Progress in 
the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess constitutes yet another 
challenging condition and 
creates new uncertainties and 


opportunities for the opera- 
tion of enterprises in the near 
future. 

With these factors in mind, 
said the statement, the work- 
shop aims to enhance the 
ability of managers to detect 
and cope with a changing 
environment, to identify 
appropriate strategies for 
transforming changes into in- 
vestment opportunities, and 
to create action plans to tap 
potential entrepreneurial and 
managerial dynamics within 
companies. 


Husband kills wife for alleged adultery 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 25-year-old 
Dcir Alla woman who was 
shot on Sunday evening by 
her husband in the Sawalha 
area of Salt, for alleged 
adultery, died Monday in 
hospital, according to 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) re- 
ports. 

The reports said Hamda 
KLM. received one bullet to 
the genitalia. Her husband, 
Mohammad S., surren- 
dered to police shortly after 
the incident, the report 
said. 

According to the report, 
the husband was told by 
close friends Sunday that 
his wife was seeing another 
man. 

Mohammad went home, 
took his gun and shot his 
wife, the report said. 

The woman was rushed 


to Muadt Medical Centre, 
but was transferred the 
same day to Salt Hospital. 
Hamda underwent surgery 
to remove the bullet, but 
died the next day, a hospit- 
al source told die Jordan 
Times. 

Salt police confirmed the 
killing and said that the 
man was being held in cus- 
tody bur they declined to 
give further details. 

Hamda "s death is the 
14th reported in association 
with a crime of honour in 
the Kingdom since Janu- 
ary. 

Car accident kills youth 

One person was burnt 
beyond recognition, and 
two people were injured 
Monday evening following 
a tragic road accident in 
Amman, according to 
CDD and police reports. 

Kiwan Mohammad, IS, 
died as a result of first 


degree bums when the car 
he was riding in went out of 
control, rolled over and 
was engulfed with flames. 

I mad Radwan, the driver 
of the car, told police that 
he lost control of his vehi- 
cle when a taxi driver who 
was speeding, overtook 
him and swerved to the 
right lane, causing his car 
to veer sharply to the right 
and roll over. 

Mr. Radwan said that he 
and a third passenger were 
able to escape, tot their 
friend Kiwan, who was sit- 
ting in the back seat, was 
stuck and the car started 
burning before they were 
able to pull him out. 

According to CDD re- 
ports, the blaze destroyed 
the car. The reports, 
however, did not indicate if 
the taxi driver was 
arrested. Police said they 
are investigating the inci- 
dent. 



World News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 19* 



s. grants new $ 15 m aid 
to Haiti, but release delayed 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States donated $15 
million worth of wheat flour 
to Haiti Monday, bat said the 
lion's share of the donation 
mil not be released until 
ousted President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide returns to 
power. 

“The United States gov- 
ernment insists on the res- 
toration of constitutional 
government in Haiti, repre- 
sented by President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide,” said 
Brian Atwood, administrator 
of the U.S. Agency for Inter- 
nationa] Development, the 
agency in charge of the grant. 

The wheat flour, donated 
through the U.S. Food for 
Development Programme, 
will be sold at Haitian ports 
to local users. The proceeds 
will then be distributed to 
relief agencies and other 
groups to be used in feeding 
and jobs programmes and 
other development projects. 

. • Also announced at the 
signing of the agreement was 
an upcoming "informal 
donors conference'' on Aug. 
26 on Haitian reconstruction. 
The conference will be spon- 


sored by the World Bank. 

Washington granted $20 
million worth of wheat flour 
to Haiti last year under the 
same programme. 

But this year, in an effort 
to make sure the proceeds do 
not get into the bands of 
Hahrs military government 
and to put more pressure on 
anti-Aristide forces, most of 
the donation will be held 
until Mr. Aristide is in power 


Under the agreement 
reached after lengthy con- 
sultations between U.S. and 
Haitian officials, only the 
portion of the donation — 
about S3 million worth — to 
be used for food distribution 
programmes will be released 
right away. 

About $9.4 milli on to be 
used toward job creation 
programmes and other eco- 
nomic development projects 
will be withheld pending Mr. 
Aristide’s return to power. 
The remaining money will go 
toward administrative costs 
of the programme. 

IRA Kurzban, council to 
the Aristide government, 
said he was hopeful that Mr. 


Aristide would be back in 
power soon and that none of 
the money would have to be 
held up. 

“Soon we expect to cele- 
brate the restoration of hope 
in Haiti,” said Mr. Aristide at 
a signing ceremony of the 
agreement. ^ 

But recent developments 
in Haiti, including a _large 
pro-military demonstration 
over the weekend and the 
expulsion of three U.S. re- 
porters, indicated military 
leader Lieutenant General 
Raoul Cedras was continuing 
to dig in his heals. 

The agreement also calls 
for more frequent consulta- 
tions with Mr. Aristide on the 
progress of the programme 
and restricts certain persons 
friendly to the Haitian anlit- 
aiy government from pur- 
chasing any of the wneat 
flour or carrying out any erf ‘ 
the food distribution or other 
projects. 

Last year’s $20 million 
donation did not impose any 
similar restrictions, and while 
both U.S. and Haitian offi- 
cials were careful to praise 


the benefits of the program- 
me, a Haitian official admit- 
ted, “there has been some 
problems with who's been the 
recipient of the programme.” 

Mr. Atwood estimated that 
even with the new restric- 
tions, proceeds generated by 
the sale of the wheat flour 
will enable the feeding of 
some 1 million young, old 
and handicapped Haitians. 
“It is important to protect the 
most vulnerable erf Haiti’s 
people,” he said. 

Recent studies show that 
hunger and malnutrition in 
Haiti, long a problem, con- 
tinue to be widespread and 
are worsening. Current statis- 
tics from aid show that almost 
half of Haiti’s youngsters 
under five years of age suffer 
some degree of maln utrition 
and that about 3-5 per cent of 
all children suffer severe mal- 
nutrition. 

Unemployment has ako 
been a huge problem in 
Haiti. Officials said Monday 
that last year’s S20 million 
donation wifi ultimately give 
work to about 100,000 Hai- 
tians for an average of two 
months. 


Nigeria’s striking oilmen target crude export 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's 
main striking oil workers un- 
ion said Tuesday it was step- 
ping up its campaign to bait 
crude ofl production and ex- 
ports to force army rulers to 
hand power to detained pres- 
idential claimant Moshood 
Abiola. 

‘ “We are intensifying our 
campaign to stop crude oil 
production. We don’t want 
money to come in into the 
pockets of the military jun- 


ta,” Wariebe Agamene, 
national president of the 
National Unions of Pet- 
roleum and Natural Gas 
Workers (NUPENG), said. 

Mr. Agamene gave no de- 
tails of his union’s plans. 

“We cannot reveal our 
strategy,” he said. 

The 150,000-stTOng 
NUPENG began the strike 
on July 4 to demand the 
. release of Mr. Abiola, widely 
believed to have won last 


year's annulled presidential 
election, and bis installation 
as president of Nigeria. 

The 50,000-strong white- 
collar oil workers union 
PENGASSAN joined the 
strike two weeks later. 

The strike has disrupted 
domestic fuel supplies, tut- 
ting transport arid business 
activity, and industry sources 
say it has cut crude oil pro- 
duction by at least 25 per 
cent. 


Mr. Abiola was arrested in 
June and charged with 
treason for declaring himself 
president. 

Officials of both NUPENG 
and PENGASSAN say their 

011 unions are prepared for a 
long strike. 

“We are going to stay out 
for as tang as the government 
refuses to swear in the 
acclaimed winner of the June 

12 (1993) election,” Mr. 
Agamene said. 


Practical help for AIDS babies still seen remote 


YOKOHAMA, Japan 
(Agencies) — AIDS experts 
said Tuesday that while early 
clinical tests were encourag- 
ing, it was much too soon to 
say that the drug Zidovudine 
cbold effectively prevent 
mothers passing the AIDS 
vims on to their babies. 

A study presented to the 
10th international conference 


on AIDS found Zidovudine, 
previously called AZT, admi- 
nistered to HIV-infected pre- 
gnant women and their in- 
fants reduced the risk of 
maternal transmission by 
two-thirds. 

On Monday, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion approved Zidovudine for 
■ use in the United States in 


preventing transmission of 
the AIDS vims during pre- 
gnancy and childbirth. 

But medical experts 
cautioned that there was 
more research to be done 
before such treatment can be 
widely and affordably avail- 
able, especially to the de- 
veloping countries most 
vulnerable to the explosion of 


AIDS. 

“There is a need to refine 
the use of Zidovudma in pre- 
gnant women, particularly in 
countries where infusion dur- 
ing delivery is not practic- 
able,” said Yvonne Bryson, 
professor of paediatrics at the 
University of California in 
Los Angeles. 


Indian Hindu leader threatens Muslim pilgrims 


BOMBAY (Agencies) — A 
powerful Indian Hindu lead- 
er has threatened to stop 
Muslim pilgrims to Mecca 
from passing through Bom- 
bay if Kashmiri separatists 
carry out a threat to disrupt a 
Hindu pilgrimage, local 
newspapers said Tuesday. 

"If any harm is caused to 
the (Hindu) pilgrims, the 
Shiv Sena will ensure that not 
a single Muslim will go on the 
haj.” the daily quoted Bal 
Thackeray, the head of the 
‘ militant Shiv Sena, as saying 
of Islam's holiest pilgrimage. 

Mr. Thackeray, whose un- 
ions control much of the 
labour in Bombay, India’s 
commercial capital, called on 
the government to protect 
Hindu pilgrims heading to 
the sacred Amamath Temple 
in Jammu and Kashmir state 
from Aug. 21. 

Harakatul Ansar, one of 
the many groups fighting 
New Delhi's rule of Jammu 
and Kashmir, largely Hindu 
India's only Muslim majority 
state, has threatened to pre- 
vent the Amamath pilgrim- 
age. The government has 
sworn to protect them. 

The tCa-hmiri group made 
the threat in order to press 
for the dismantling of bunk- 
ers built by Indian security 
forces around Hazratbal, the 
Himalayan region's holiest 
Islamic shrine, to prevent it 
being used as a militant base. 

The bunkers were disman- 
tled at the weekend and 
Kashmiri leaders promised to 
try to persuade Harakatul 
.Ansar to withdraw its threat. 
There has been no public 
response so far from Haraka- 
tul Ansar. 

Bombay's Independent 
newspaper quoted Mr. 
Thackeray as saying Muslims 
'going on the haj would have 
tb face the consequences of 
any harm coming to Hindu 
pilgrims. 

He said 15,000 Shiv Sena 
supporters would be in Jam- 
mu and Kashmir to protect 
the pilgrims, the newspaper 
added. 

, Mr. Thackeray also com- 
plained the government was 
spending too much money 
Subsidising the travel of haj 
pilgrims on chartered planes 
belonging to state-run Air 
India. 

“This is nothing but 
pampering the minorities. 
The government has no> busi- 
ness to waste so much . of 
foreign exchange,” the daily 
quoted Mr. Thackeray as 
saying. 

! India has the world's 



A member erf the youth wing of the ruling Congress (I) Party 
holds an unfit torch amhl banners during a rafiy in New Delhi 
condemning Pakistan for its aSeged role in supporting Kash- 
miri Muslim militants (APP photo) 


second largest population of 
Muslims behind Indonesia. 
But India's 120 million Mus- 
lims are a minority in the 
country’s mainly Hindu 
population of 900 million. 

The government has 
offered to negotiate with . 
guerrilla groups in Kashmir 
about eventually bolding 
elections there, but it also 
plans to ask parliament to 
extend federal rule in the 
war-tom state for another six 
months. 

Jammu-Kashmir has been 
controlled by the federal gov- 
ernment and its soldiers since 
the battle for independence 
erupted in 1989. 

The most powerful guerril- 
la groups want Jammc- 
Kashmir to become pan of 
Pakistan, India's Islamic 
■archenemy, and they have 
rejected any election that 
fails to offer the voters that 
option. 

On Monday, Prime Minis- 
ter P.V. Naras'mha Rao met 
with cabinet ministers and 
state administration officials 
and asked them to meet with 
leaders of the pro- 


independence Jammu- 
Kashmir Liberation. Front 
and the all-party Hmriyat 
Conference, an umbrella 
organisation of 32 separatist 
groups, news agencies repor 
ted. 

Mr. Rao asked the officials 
to discuss the possibility of 
holding elections m the state 
next year. 

But Mr. Rao’s cabinet also 
decided to ask parliament in 
the next few days to extend 
federal rule in the state for six 
months, and the Legislators 
have never hesitated to do 
that. 

More than 9500 people 
have been killed in the fight- 
ing between the rebels and 
army soldiers. 

Meanwhile, a . key suspect 
in last year’s multiple bomb- 
ings in Bombay has accused 
Pakistan’s military intelli- 
gence of planning the attacks 
which killed more than 300 
•people in the western Indian 
.city. 

In an interview shown on 
state-run television late Tues- 
day, Yaqub Abdul Razak 
Memon said his elder brother 
Ibrahim “Tiger” Memon had 


been assigned by the Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ESI) to 
carry out the bombings. 

Advance excerpts of the 
interview by Newstrack, a 
television programme pro- 
duced privately, were pub- 
lished by Indian newspapers. 

“They (151) supplied aims, 
explosives through their 
agent... and they dictated the 
spots” where the bombs 
should be planted, Mr. 
Memon, whose arrest was 
announced here Friday, said. 

He said his brother “Ti- 
ger,” a Bombay gangster de- 
clared a fugitive by Indian 
authorities, was contacted by 
the ISI and asked to cany out 
the conspiracy to avenge Hin- 
du militant attacks on Mus- 
lims in the Bombay riots of 
January 1993. 

Pakistan has denied com- 
plicity in the March 12, 1993 
blasts at Bombay commercial 
landmarks. Some 317 people 
were killed and about 1,000 
injured in the world's 
bloodiest urban terrorist 
strike. 

In the interview, Mr. 
Memon, being held in a New 
Delhi detention centre, na- 
rrated how he. Tiger and 
other family members fled to 
the Pakistani City of Karachi 
via Dubai a day before the 
blasts. 

He said Pakistani govern- 
ment officials whisked them 
through immigration without 
stamping their passports, and 
took them to Bangkok for 12 
days in April 1993 when India 
mounted diplomatic pressure 
over the bombings. 

The interview was aired 
amid a new propaganda 
offensive launched by India 
against Pakistan following 
Mr. Memon’s arrest, which 
New Delhi said had provided 
it with “irrefutable” proof of 
Pakistani involvement in the 
Bombay blasts. 

Investigators have released 
photocopies of false docu- 
ments they claim were pro- 
vided to Mr. Memon by 
Pakistani authorities and 
named an alleged 1ST agent, 
Taufik Siddique Jaliawala, as 
the “moving force” behind 
the bombing plot. 

On Tuesday, some 250 
members of the youth wing of 
India's ruling Congress (I) 
Party staged a noisy anti- 
Pakistan protest in the capit- 
al's diplomatic enclave and 
burned an effigy of Pakistan 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to. 

The demonstrators were 
dispersed by police using wa- 
ter cannon, witnesses said. 



Children pray for the atomic bomb victims at a 
church to mark the 49th anniversary of the 


atomic bombing of the western Japan port 
city, Nagasaki (AFP photo) 


Nagasaki mayor urges elimination 
of nuclear weapons from the world 


TOKYO (AFP) — Nagasaki 
Mayor Hitoshi Motoshima 
renewed his calls to eiumnale 
nuclear weapons from the 
world as the western port city 
marked the 49th anniversary 
of the U.S. atomic bombing 
Tuesday. 

“Nuclear weapons are an 
absolute evil, capable of 
annihilating the human 
race,” Mr. Motoshima said at 
a peace ceremony attended by 
25,000 people, including sur- 
vivors of the bombing as well 
as Prime Minister Tomnchi 
Murayama. 

The 72-year-old mayor, 
himself a survivor of the 
blast, urged die Murayama 
gove rn ment to declare to die 
world that “the use of nuclear 
weapons violates internation- 
al law.” 

In June, the administration 
of Mr. Murayama’s predeces- 
sor, Tsutomo Hata, retracted 
a plan to acknowledge the 
legality of nuclear weapons 
following strong criticism 
from die public, particularly 
sufferers of the atomic bomtK 


ings of Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 
1945, and of Nagasaki three 
days later. 

Mr. Motoshima also voiced 
strong opposition to an tm- 
condrtional and indefinite ex- 
tension of the present Nuc- 
le ar N on-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), which allows global 
nuclear powers to continue 
possessing such weapons. 

Preceding Mr. Motoshi- 
ma’s “peace declaration” 
speech, participants of the 
ceremony gave one minute of 
spent prayer for the 102^275 
atomic bombing victims, in- 
ducting 3,030 who died over 
the last year. About 70,000 
perished in the blast or from 
the effects of radiation by the 
end of 1945. 

In his speech, the mayor 
called on the government to 
enact a new law to provide 
extra aid to sufferers of die 
two atomic bombings before 
the 50th anniversary next 
year, adding that the law 
should cover forced labourers 
from the Korean peninsula 
and China. 


Prime Minister Murayama, 
however, did not touch upon 
the refief law, as was the case 
with the similar ceremony in 
Hiroshima three days ago. 
He merely said his govern- 
ment would “make efforts to 
enhan ce measures to support 
atomic bombing sufferers.” 

Japanese politicians fear 
that such a law would enable 
new demands from Asian in- 
dividuals who suffered from 

J apan ’s milit ary a gg re s s io n in 

Asia. 

Mr. Murayama, the first 
Socialist prime minister in 47 
years, told the crowd at the 
Municipal Rugby and Soccer 
Stadium near the epicentre of 
die bombing that he would 
seek nuclear disarmament 
through tiie United Nations. 

“I vow to the Vint of the 
dead that I will make further 
efforts to promote nuclear 
disarmament, stem the 
spread of unclear arsenals 
and, ultimately, eliminate 
nuclear arms,” Mr. 
Murayama said. / 


Karabakh peace ‘may be signed soon’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A senior 
Armenian official said Tues- 
day that his country and 
Azerbaijan could sign a 
peace treaty this month en- 
ding their bloody dispute 
over the territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Armenian parliament 
Speaker Babken Ararktsyan 
told ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy that beads of the two states 
could sign the draft of a 
"comprehensive political 
treaty” on Aug. 30, bringing 
tiie war to a dose. 

The intractable conflict has 
consistently defied peace 
efforts by Russia, Turkey and 
the internati on al co mmunity . 
Imminent peace deals have 


been announced several 
times but have come to 
nought. 

Several thousand 
have been killed m six and a 
half yean of fighting over 
Karabakh, a mainly 


Armenianjpopulated^ terri- 
tory allotted to Azerbaijan by 
the Kremlin in 1923. 

Mr. Ararkts y an, who made 
his comments in St. Peters- 
burg. save no indication of 
the basis for his op timi s m . 
There was no immediate 
reaction from Azerbaijan to 
his remarks. 

Mr. Ararktsyan said the 
draft t rea ty provided for a 
comptote c em e fire between 
the oppodng sides and a dis- 
engagement monitored by 
peacekeepers and observers. 

He added tins would be 
followed by a gradual with- 
drawal of Armenian Kara- 
bakh forces from occupied 
Azeri lands — an apparent 
reference to those Azeri 
areas outride the enclave 
which Karabakh forces have 


ed in the peace treaty by the 
separatist Karabakh Arme- 
nians themselves. 

They have the military up- 
per hand in the conflict and 
regard themselves as a sepa- 
rate party. 

Armenia is not formally 
involved in the war. But it 
provides logistic and di- 


i left unre- 
solved by Mr. Ararktysad 
was what role would be play- 


Armenians and allows 
its volunteers to fight in the 
rugged territory. 

Both Azerbaijan $nd 
Armenia badly need an end 
to the war, the lonj 
running of any of the conL 
of the old Soviet Union, 
Azerbaijan has lost _ 
numbers of .fighters in __ 
war, which has caused the fell 
of at least two governments. 

The war has ted to Azerbai- 
jan imposing a crippling ener- 
gy embargo on its landlocked 
neighbour, paralysing the 
Armenian' economy. 


Angola government, rebels adopt accord 


LUSAKA (R) — Angolan 
government negotiators 
signed an 11-point procedural 
agreement with UNTTA re- 
bels Tuesday but thorny 
questions of power-sharing 
roll stand in the way erf a 
peace pact. 

UNTTA spokesman Jorge 
Valnetim and government 
spokesman Canenu Higino 
told Renters they were 
adopting the procedural 
accord before moving on to 
the next agenda item at long- 
running peace mifa — rtw 
security of UNTTA leaders. 

“We are adopting today 
the 11 points on the modali- 
ties on national reconciliation 


and we will start to discuss 
the security of UNTTA lead- 
ens next,” Mr. Higino said. 

“We are not signing an 
agreement on national recon- 
dfiation... there are other 
issues still pending before a 
foil agreement can be, 
readied on national recon- 
ciliation,” said Mr. Valentim. 
Details of the 11-point agree- 
ment were not wtad#» public. 

Mr. Valentim said issues 
still outstanding included 
which ride would control 
Huambo, the central Ango- 
lan province where UNTTA 
leaders Jonas Savimbi has his 
headquarters. 

Both the rebels and the 


government have rejected a 
proposal for a neutral admi- 
nistration of Huambo. 

Angola’s deputy foreign 
minister, Jorge Cmcoty, said 
Monday in the Zambian 
capital Lu sa ka, the venue for 
the peace talks, that hk gov- 
ernment sup p orte d farther 
UJf. sanctions against UNIT A 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) be- 
cause the rebels were being 
inflexible. 

The United Nations has 
t h rea t ened to extend sanc- 
tions against UNTTA if the 
rebels fail to agree to a peace 
deal by the end of July. 


Kuchma takes control over government 


KIEV (R) — Ukrainian Pres- 
ident Leonid Kuchma has 
issued two decrees putting 
himself directly in charge of 
the government and subordi- 
nating all local councils to fee 
presidency, state television 
said Monday. 

' Mr. Kuchma won a deci- 
sive election victory over in- 
cumbent Leonid Kravchuk 
last month on a pledge to 
improve the faltering eco- 
nomy and build closer ties 
with Russia. 

Hie decrees, which give 
Mr. Kuchma the power to set 
die government’s agenda mid 
appoint and sack the heads of 
powerful state committees, 
are in line with his assertions 
that he mil create a strong 
president. 

One decree gives Mr. 
Kuchma hands-on control of 
the government m order to 
boost the executive branch's 
power to implement econo- 
mic reforms in the former- 


Soviet republic. 

“The most important 
issues of realising economic 
transformations, forming 
market relations and provid- 
ing social protection will be 
resolved by the cabinet of 
ministers with the direct par- 
ticipation of the president of 
Ukraine,” said the decree, 
which was read on state tele- 
vision news. 

Prime Minister Vitaly 
Masol will remain in his post. 

The second decree sub- 
ordinates the heads of 
Ukraine’s 27 regional court-, 
cils directly to tiie president, 
filling an executive power 
vacuum created when a sys- 
tem of presidential repre- 
sentatives was dissolved in 
July. 

State television said the 
decree were signed Saturday 
but were made public during 
the broadcast. * 

Mr. Kuchma has already 


clashed with the parliament 
whose powerful Communist 
lobby favours weakening the . 
post of president or dome 1 
away with it altogether. 

Earlier Monday he issued 
me first of a planned series of 
” crees on economic issues 
which tightened control over 
financial aid to state enter- 
prises. 

In a separate development, 
aieading member of the 
Christian Liberal Party m the 
Ukrainian region of Crimea 
was badly wounded Tuesday 
m a machinegun attack by 
unidentified assailants, police 
said. 

Alexander Rulev, a mem- 
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way, police said. 


Jackson finishes 
video shoot, 
leaves Budapest 

BUDAPEST (R) — Pop su- 
perstar Michael Jackson and 
his bride Lisa Marie Presley 
left Hungary aboard his pri- 
vate jet Tuesday after stirring 
up Budapest with the shoot- 
ing of a music video por- 
traying him as Eastern 
Europe's liberator. The Jack- 
sons arrived in the Hungarian 
capital last Friday after their 
first joint public appearance 
since Lisa Marie, daughter of 
rock legend Byis Presley, 
announced last ' week they 
had wed in secret in the 
Dominican Republic. Shoot- 
ing of the video at the most 
scenic spots in Budapest and 
the couple's visits to two chil- 
dren's hospitals attracted 
hundreds of near-hysterical 
fans and intense media in- 
terest. On Monday Jack- 
son announce through an in- 
terpeter that he wilt pay aO 
medical expenses of a four- 
year-old Hungarian boy who 
needs a liver transplant. Jack- 
son spotted the boy, Bela 
Farkas, in one of the two 
hospitals where he and Lisa 
Marie distribute toys to skfc 
children last Saturday. 

I 

Girl rescued 
from python’s 
deadly grip * 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — A 
nine-year-old .girl narrowly 
escaped being crushed to 
death by python while graz- 
ing her goats, Nepal's RSS 
news agency said Tuesday. 
The national agency said 
Jan aid Thapa was attacked at 
Mahendranagar near Nepal- 
India frontier. “The four- 
metre-long (13-feet) reptile 
attacked and gripped her 
waist and slowly began to 
crush her,” RSS said. Janaki 
“Screamed for help and bet 
friends playing nearby im- 
mediately arrived at the 
scene ana rescued her by 
killing the python,” it said. 
The girl is now in hospital in 
Mahendranagar. 

Boy saves rabbit 
with mouth-to- 
mouth 

resuscitation 

PERTH, Australia (AFP) — 

A 13-year-old Australian boy j 
has saved his drowning rabbit ’ 
by giving him Aouth-to- 
mouth resuscitation. James 
Thorogood, 13, rescued his 
pet rabbit Boogedy from the 
bottom of the family swim- 
ming pool in the seaside sub- 
orb of Sorrento, Western Au- 
stralia, last Friday. “I was 
terribly alarmed when I 
noticed he had no heart- 
beat,*' said James, who rip- 
ped off his clothes and dived 
into the near-freezing water 
to pull Boogedy from the 
pool. “I just started giving 
him. mouth-to-mouth treat- 
ment and pressing lightly on 
his chest,” he said, cuddling' 
the white rabbit. “Thankful- 
ly, after about two minutes, • 
Boogedy coughed up water 
and began breathing again.” 
James said he had not been 
taught how to apply resus- 
citation, but believed he 
probably acted instinctively 
after watching an American * 
television series called 
Baywatch about lifeguards in 
southern California. 


Madonna gets 
restraining order 
against fan 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Madonna was granted a res- — 
training order against an r 
alleged obsessed fan who was ' 
barred from going near the 
singer, her borne or her 
office. The order, signed by 
Superior Court Judge Wi- 
liam Allen, bars Todd Lawr- 
ence from going within 100 
metres of Madonna or her 
property for the next three 
years. Mr. Lawrence bad 
allegedly been stalking 
Madonna for two weeks be- 
fore he was arrested on July 
19 on the grounds of her 
estate. He allegedly claimed 
fo be Madonna’s husband 
and was arrested after scaling 
an eight-foot (216-metre) 
security fence to get on the 
grounds of her estate. Mr. 
Lawrence was in prison 
awaiting an Aug. 16 trial oh 
charges of trespass, assault- 
ing a police officer and resist- 
ing arrest. According to court 
records, one of Madonna's 
security guards, Basil 
Stephens, arrested Mr. Lawr- 
e °ce at gunpoint and hand- 
cuffed him after watching 
him on a television monitor j 
as Mr. Lawrence scaled the 
fence. He was then handed 
over to police. The 35-year- 
ojd singer's mfllion-cfollar 
Hollywood estate b guarded . 
by an electronic gate, security 
fence and television cameras. ■ 
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U.N. Sarajevo airlift resumes 


•- -••''*£. -vn*.’-- 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations airlift into 
Sarajevo resumed Tuesday, 
relaxing a stranglehold the 
Bosnian Serbs have damped 
on the beleaguered dtv. 

In northwestern Bosnia, 
nearly 7,000 soldiers and civi- 
lians loyal to a rebel Muslim 
leader fled from the Bihac 
enclave into neighbouring 
Croatia following advances 
by MnsHm forces loyal to the 
government in Sarajevo. 

The retreat appeared to 
marie the effective collapse of 
forces loyal to maverick 
Bihac businessman Fikret 
Abdic, a United Nations 
spoeksnan said in Zagreb. 

In central Bosnia, the 
Muslim-led Bosnian army 
appeared to be sending rein- 
forcements to front lines fac- 
ing territories held by the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

The Bosnian army has 
been taking advantage of a 
rift between the Bosnian 
Serbs and their backers in 
Belgrade and has pressed 
home offensives and seized 
territory in recent days. 

“The Canadian • (U.N.) 
battalion reported a high 
level of (BlH) (Bosnian 
army) troop movements 
through the Klseljak pocket 
in the direction of Zreza and 
Kressevo after dark," said 
U.N. military spokesman 
Major Rob Anrriok. 

The Serbian- led Yugoslav 
government in Belgrade last 
Thursday broke off relations 
with the Bosnian Serbs be- 
cause of their continued re- 
fusal to accept an internation- 
al peace plan. 

Anxious to avoid a 
threatened escalation of in- 
ternational sanctions, Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic ordered the bor- 
ders between Yugoslavia and 
Bosnian Serb territory closed 
to all but food, medicine and 
humanitarian aid. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
remained defiant, and have 
declared they will go ahead 
with a referendum on Aug. 


27-28. which is expected to 
produce a further rejection of 
the peace plan drawn up by 
the international “contact 
group” comprising Russia, 
the United Slates, Britain, 
Germany and France. 

Bosnian Serb officiate said 
Tuesday that one million bal- 
lot papers were being 
printed. 

Bosnian Serbs will be 
asked “Are you in favour of 
the maps on the territorial 
demarcation of the former 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, as 
proposed by the international 
contact group?" the Bosnian 
Serb News Agency (SRNA) 
reported. 

Officials in the Bosnian 
Serb stronghold of Pale de- 
scribed the Serbian blockade 
as “a 1 ife-thretening 
emergency." 

Prices of some foods and 
fuel had already started to 
rise in the mountain resort 
just outside Sarajevo. 

In Sarajevo, U.N. officials 
said the Bosnian Serbs had 
ordered a block on the move- 
ment of U.N. military con- 
voys Tuesday, in an apparent 
escalation of their war of 
nerves with the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force. 

The Serbian blockade, 
alrhough providing for the 
transport of humanitarian 
supplies into Bosnia, was 
actually preventing their 
movement. 

Peter Kessler, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, said 
the Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) had given approval for 
six U.N. convoys, but they 
did not get past the Yugoslav 
border because of the block- 
ade. 

“The BSA told us we had 
convoy clearance to Srebreni- 
ca and six other towns in 
eastern Bosnia but I am told 
all those convoys have gone 
back because of the border 
blockade,” he said. 

However, the international 
airlift to Sarajevo resumed 
Tuesday, after having been 


interrupted for 19 days, ex- 
cept for a brief resumption 
last Friday before being sus- 
pended as a security precau- 
tion. 

A Canadian C-130 cargo 
plane was the tint of 14 
flights scheduled to land 
Tuesday, according to the 
UNHCR. 

The airlift was stopped on 
July 21 after a spate of inci- 
dents in which aircraft came 
under fire at the airport. 

Food prices have soared in 
Sarajevo since the Bosnian 
Serbs cut the only overland 
route into the city last month. 

In Zagreb, the United Na- 
tions said thousands of civi- 
lians and soldiers loyal to Mr. 
Abdic were fleeing to 
Croatia. 

Spokesman Paul Risley 
told reporters: “Five 
thousand one hundred civi- 
lians and 1,600 armed and 
uniformed soldiers are cros- 
sing the border... this would 
appear to represent the end 
of Mr. Abdic’s forces as an 
effective fighting unit.” 

Mr. Abdic, a businessman 
and former member of the 
Muslim-led Bosnian lead- 
ership. split with Sarajevo 
almost a year ago and de- 
clared autonomy in pan of 
the Bihac enclave. 

‘Serbia sanctions 
could be eased* 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
Tuesday U.N. ^sanctions 
against Serbia could be eased 
if Belgrade’s leaders follow 
through on promises to halt 
aid and material to Bosnian 
Serbs. 

He said Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic 
appeared to be making good 
on bis pledge to dose the 
border with Serb-held areas 
of Bosnia, but more proof 
was needed before the U.N. 
Security Council moves to lift 
the sanctions. 

"There has been at least 
partially effective attempt to 
dose the border between Ser- 



North Korean officers and soldiers pledge In the Kim D-Snng Military Academy in 
loyalty to Supreme commander Kim Jong-H in Pyongyang (AFP photo) , 
front of a statue of late President Kim E-Sung 

Kim Jong-H expected to be named 
N. Korean president in mid- August 


TOKYO (AFP) — Kim 
Jong-D, heir-apparent to the 
late North Korean leader 
Kim E-Sung, is expected to 
be formally given the top 
posts of government and the 
ruling party of the Commun- 
ist country, a news report 
said Tuesday. 

The possibility was indi- 
cated by Chinese Communist 
Party offidals at a recent 
meeting in Beijing with a 
delegation from Japan’s 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), Jiji Press said in a 
dispatch from the Chinese 
capital. 

The LDP delegation led by 
the former director general of 
the Defence Agency, Taku 
Yamasaki, held talks with the 
Chinese offidals Monday and 
Tuesday in Beijing. 

According to the Jiji re- 
port, the Chinese officials 
fold the Japanese delegation 
that the formal nomination of 
Kim Jong-D as North Korean 
president and general secret- 
ary of the ruling Workers 
Tarty might be completed by 
mid- August. 

Nomination to the posts by 
that time is seen as necessary 
due to an upcoming meeting 
between the ruling parties of 
China and North Korea in 
fate August, the Chinese offi- 
cials were quoted as saying. 

.North Korean President 
Km E-Sung died on July 8. 
At the time Kim Jong-D held 
the post of ruling party 
secret a r y and supreme com- 
mander of the People’s 
Army. ' 

There has been no official 
North Korean announcement 
on whether Kim Jong-D was 
formally named North Ko- 
' rean president and ruling par- 
• — - ral secretary, the posts 


North Korea’s complex 
system of power distribution 
and a realignment of state 
organisations seems to be de- 
laying the fonnal replace- 
ment of Kim E-Sung by his 
son, a senior South Korean 
offidal said Tuesday. 

"The transition to power 
by Kim Jong-II has been vir- 
tually completed, but the im- 
plementation of official proc- 
edures is being delayed, and 
this may take some time," 
Deputy Prime Minister Lee 
Hong-Koo told parliament. 

Mr. Lee attributed the de- 
lay in Pyongyang formalising 
the leadership change to 
“complicated and entangled” 
work on how to distribute 
power and realign organisa- 
tions. 

■Die junior Kim is likely to 
consolidate his hold on his 
father’s powers, but the 
Workers' Party may also 
strengthen its leadership, he 
predicted. 

North Korea’s ruling elite 
has pledged loyalty to Kim 
Jong-E. 52, but he has yet to 
be confirmed as party leader 
and president. 

Unconfirmed Japanese 

S reports have died ill 
as a reason for the 
vounger Kim not being offi- 
cially elected to the highest 
posts, saying he was suffering 
from cirrhosis of the liver and 
diabetes. 

Characterising the third 
round of talks in Geneva as 
“virtually the last chance” for 
North Korea to resolve the' 
nuclear impasse, Mr. Lee 
asserted that Pyongyang 
should return to the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

He also said Pyongyang 
should pledge to normalise 


lear facilities. 

Mr. Lee also said South 
Korea would not take the 
initiative for resuming 
arrangements for an inter- 
Korean summit, suspended 
by Mr. Kim H-S ling’s death, 
until Pyongyang completed - 
internal procedures ana offi- 
cially expressed its intentions 
on the summit. 

With no signs of reschedul- 
ing the summit. South and 
North Korea have resumed 
their war of nerves, focused 
on Seoul’s crackdown on 
radicals who expressed con- 
dolences to the Stalinist lead- 
er’s death. 

Meanwhile a South Korean 
report said Tuesday North 
Korea is keeping some 
200,000 political malcontents 
in a dozen camps to consoldi- 
ate its repressive rule mono- 
polised by the later President 
Kim E-Sung. 

Human rights violations, 
beatings and malnutrition are 
rampant in the camps, with 
up to 50 prisoners dying of 
starvation and sickness per 
year at one camp in Yoduk, 
the report said. 

Some 15 prisoners are 
known to be executed 
annually at the Yoduk camp 
for revolting or attempting to 
escape from their barracks 
which are surrounded by 
mines, booby traps and elec- 
trified ^nces, it said. 

Hie report, released in 
parliament by Mr. Lee, was 
based on intelligence reportfs 
and accounts from defectors 
and escapees, offidals here 
said. 

The Unification Ministry 
did not say why it released 
the report Tuesday, though 
much of the information con- 


bia and Bosnia,” Mr. Christ- 
opher told reporters abroad 
his plane from the Middle 
East to Washington. 

“It appears Milosevic is 
carrying out the intention he 
publicly expressed by actions 
on the ground.” 

He added: “If there is a 
substantial period of enforce- 
ment, of the intention that 
was expressed, if the border 
was effectively closed and if 
the Bosnian Serbs seem to be 
deprived of important aid 
and war-making material, 
dearly there then would be a 
case for easing of the sanc- 
tions.” 

Another senior offidal said 
there was a consensus among 
the countries which drafted a 
peace plan for Bosnia that if 
Mr. Milosevic made good on 
his promises over a period of 
time, some effort would be 
made to lighten the impact of 
sanctions. 

But Mr. Christopher 
cautioned that Belgrade had 
made similar promises in the 
past that were not fulfilled. 
The situation had to be 
watched carefully. He also 
said he would not b e the first 
one to push for easing the 
embargo. 

Meanwhile, the staff of the 
Bosnian Serb diplomatic mis- 
sion in Belgrade have been 
told to leave by the Serb 
authorities, members of their 
entourage said Tuesday. 

The notice to quit their 
offices is the latets blow to 
the previously strong ties be- 
tween the two states, which 
were fractured after Serbia 
last week lost patience with 
its former ally over its rejec- 
tion of the international 
peace plan for the region. 

The intensity of diplomatic 
pressure on the Bosnian 
Serbs increased Tuesday with 
a meeting in Belgrade be- 
tween President Milosevic 
and Sergio De Mello, the 
director of Civil Affairs for 
the United Nations Protec- 
tion Force in Bosnia (UN- 
PROFOR). 


15 killed in 

Burundi 

clashes 


BUJUMBURA (R) — At 
least 15 people have been 
killed in two days of clashes 
in Burundi, a volatile central 
African state which diplo- 
mats fear may follow neigh- 
bouring Rwanda down the 
path to chaotic tribal conflict. 

The clashes, involving 
angry youths of the minority 
Tutsi tribe, brought com- 
merce to a standstill in the 
capital Bujumbura. Aid 
workers say they threaten the 
main U.N. supply route to 
Rwandan refugees in south- 
west Rwanda and eastern 
Zaire. 

Trouble was sparked by 
the airest of opposition 
politician Mathias Hitimana. 
leader of the Tutsi-led Party 
for the Reconciliation of the 
People. 

Witnesses said scores were 
injured in the clashes that 
began Sunday and continued 
Monday. They counted 15 
bodies killed from Sunday to 
Monday. 

Dujumbura was calm 
Tuesday but markets, banks 
and shops were closed. Resi- 
dents stayed indoors. 

“The situation here is 
tense. Anything could hap- 
pen here," a resident work- 
ing for an international aid 
agency told Reuters. 

Burundi has the same 
ethnic mix as Rwanda — 
majority Hutu, minority Tut- 
si — but for three decades the 
two countries were political 
mirror images of each other. 

Rwanda's Hutus won con- ' 
trol after independence from 
Belgium and kept it until 
Tbtri-Ied rebels emerged as 
winners last month from the 
chaos of civil war and tribal 
bloodbath. 

Burundi's Tutsi, leadership 
was-.gradually yielding power 
to Hutus in the last few years 
but renegade Tutsi soldiers 
murdered the country's first 
Hutu president, Melchior 
Ndadaye, last October. 

Thousands of people were 
killed following Mr. Nda- 
daye’s death and the country 
has remained unstable since 
then. 

His successor, Cyprien 
Ntaryamira, also a Hutu, was 
killed in a plane crash with 
Rwandan military strongman 
Juvenal Habyarimana, in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali on 
April 6. 

A civil unrest campaign 
was announced last week by 
groups who accuse the gov- 
ernment of oppressing the 
Hutu majority in Burundi, 
after recent campaigns to 
confiscate illegal arms in 
areas mainly inhabited by 
Hu 











Tipper Gore, wife of U.S. Vice President AJ Gore, comforts 
a Rwandan refugee during transportation to a field hospital 
in the Kibumba camp, near the Zairean town of Goma. 
Mrs. Gore, who insisted her visit was personal and said she 


did not intend to draft a report alter returning to 
Washington was in Zaire for a two-day visit to assess and 
help with the relief operation (AFP photo) 


France to pull troops out of Rwanda as planned 


PARIS (AFP) — France, 
under pressure to retain 
troops in Rwanda to forestall 
an exodus of terrified civi- 
lians, still plans to pull them 
out on schedule by Aug. 22, 
French military and diploma- 
tic sources said Tuesday. 

“There is no change in the 
timetable,” one official said 
in Paris, adding that to main- 
tain the force would require 
approval from the govern- 
ment installed by the former 
rebel Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF). which opposed 
French intervention, as well 
as a new U.N. Security Coun- 
cil mandate. 

France set up a humanita- 
rian safety zone in southwest 
Rwanda in June after ethnic 
carnage claimed more than 
500,000 lives, but its two- 
month-long U.N. mandate 
for the so-called Operation 
Turquoise expires on Aug. 
22 . 

U.N. relief officials have 
pleaded for the French to 
stay, warning that if the 
troops withdraw on time, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandans could flee across 
the border, adding to the 
already intolerable burden on 
refugee camps there. 

“Our feeling is that the 
French could stay for longer, 
but the decision belongs to 
Pais,” Ray Wilkinson, 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said Monday in 
Goma, eastern Zaire, where 
more than a million Rwan- 
dans face dysentery, cholera 
and malnutrition. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have died of disease and 
exhaustion in the camps 
around Goma and Bukavu, 
which lies further south 
opposite the French zone in- 
side Rwanda. 

In Geneva Tuesday, 
UNHCR spokeswoman SyF 
vana Foa said, “A lot of 
people are talking now about 
a potential crossing of be- 
tween 800,000 and one mil- 
lion people from the French 
safety zone.” 

“Please don't even think 
it,” she said. “Bukavu cannot 
handle that kind of an ex- 
odus." 

“It’s difficult to even iden- 
tify sites,” to take more than 
“a couple of thousand” re- 
fugees. Ms. Foa .added. 
“There is just no place there. 
It will be really, really awful 
if this happens.” 


The U.N. World Food 
Programme representative in 
Bukavu, Trevor Page, told a 
press conference in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali that 
he had seen three groups of 
Rwandans trekking out of the 
zone Monday, one of them 
200 strong. 

He said Bukavu was 
already host to some 300,000 
refugees and aid workers did 
not have the food for them. 

In another disturbing de- 
velopment, the UNHCR 
warned of a possible out- 
break of typhus in the Mugu- 
na camp near Goma. after 19 
persons died with symptoms 
similar to those of the highly 
infectious disease. 

“There are about 30 pa- 
tients in hospital this week 
who have high fever, red 
eyes, neurological symptoms 
that are evidently symptoms 
of typhus," Ms. Foa said. 
Nineteen of the patients have 
already died, she said. 

She said the French army 
had taken blood samples to a 
laboratory and expected the 
outcome within three days. 
“If the result is positive, it 
could become an epidemic.” 

The aim is for troops of the 
U.N. Assistance Mission in 
Rwanda (UNAMIR) to re- 
place those of Operation Tur- 
quoise, which at its peak in- 
volved some 3,000 French 
soldiers and African col- 
leagues in Rwanda and 
Zaire. 

A contingent of 700 Ethio- 
pian UNAMIR troops was 
due to arrive in the safety 
zone on Aug. 17, French 
military spokesman Colonel 
Alain Ram beau said in Goma 
Monday. 

“Any delay in the estab- 
lishment of UNAMIR in the 
south could lead to a flow of 
refugees and residents to- 
wards Zaire and Burundi,” 
COl. Ram beau said, adding 
that the Cyangugu region was 
particularly sensitive because 
of a camp of some 12,000 
Tutsi refugees near the town. 

The zone is largely popu- 
lated by Rwandans of the 
Hutu ethnic majority. The 
Tutsi-led RPF has accused 
Paris of protecting Hutu for- 
mer government soldiers and 
extremist mi litas blamed for 
the genocide of more than 
half a million people. 

French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque 
said Tuesday that France 
would “facilitate” visits to 


the zone by members of the 
new Rwandan government. 
Paris has wrinen to the U.N. 
Security Council stressing 
that the Kigali government 
was “sovereign throughout 
Rwandan territory.” 

At the weekend, Rwandan 
Prime Minister Fa us tin Twa- 
giramungu had accused 
France of violating the coun- 
try's sovereignty and refusing 
to guarantee the safety of 
government officials inside 
the zone. 

Mr. Duque said Rwandan 
officials could call on UN- 
AMIR for "close protection" 
and be accompanied by 
UNHCR representatives, 
while French troops main- 
tained “general security in 
the zone, according to their 
mandate.” 

The U.N. commander in 
Rwanda visited French- 
patrolled safe havens in the 
southwest Tuesday as relief 
workers raced against time to 
head off a fresh exodus of 
frightened refugees to the 
overstreebed camps of Zaire. 

With his under-strength 
U.N. force due to take over 
control of the area from the 
French on Aug. 22, Major- 
General Romeo Dallaire met 


Ghanaian peacekeepers in 
the town of Gikongoro and 
discussed details of the hand- 
over. 

"The threat of another 
catastrophe when we still ha- 
ven’t got Goma in control is 
at last preoccupying the U.N. 
and us. The big question is 
whether it is. all too late.” 
said a senior aid official. 

“The southwest was badly 
neglected by us because of 
what were seen as more 
pressing emergencies in 
Rwanda and Zaire. We are 
now having to pay the price 
for that neglect." he added. 

Gen. Dallaire and U.N. 
special representative to 
Rwanda Shahryar Khan 
drove from the capital Kigali 
to Gikongoro. the expected 
epicentre of any new explo- 
sion of refugees towards 
Zaire. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
they met Ghanaian U.N. 
troops who will take over 
from the French and were 
tying up handover details. 

The United Nations has 
appealed to France to keep 
its 1,500 troops in the safe 
zone sex up in June to reas- 
sure the displaced and fright- 
ened Hutus who sought 
French protection. 



An underfed Rwandan child eats some biscuits at the Katak 
refugee camp, north from the Zairean town of Goma. The 
U.N. refugee agency added its voice to fears of a massive 
Rwandan refugee exodus into Zaire once French troops quit 
the humanitarian safety zone they have created inside 
Rwanda (AFP photo) 


One, two, three ...problems surround Berlusconi 


ROME (AFP) — Three ma- 
jor problems Tuesday con- 
fronted Italian Premier Silvio 
Berlusconi, struggling with 
internal strife in the shaky 
three-way coalition, a fiasco 
over his government’s adver- 
tising campaign and the judi- 
cial inquiry- into his business 
empire. 

Probably the most serious 
for the long-term future of his 
government are the widening 
and increasingly public dis- 
agreements with the federal- 
ist Northern League, one of 


the three members of the 
government coalition with 
Forza Italia and the neo- 
fascist National Alliance. 

The head of the League, 
Umberto Bossi, has made a 
series of damning comments 
on Mr. Berlusconi, apparent- 
ly prepared to sabotage the 
coalition despite his promise * 
last week that “the League 
will not cause a crisis.” 

Mr. Bossi called on Mr. 
Berlusconi to resign, 
announced that he would 
present an independent 


League economic : program- 
me and warned that within 
six months he would set up in 
opposition to the two other 
parties. 

He also accused Mr. Ber- 
lusconi of wanting to help his 
Mondadori publishing group 
through a decree on authors’ 
rights currently blocked by a 
Senate committee. 

Mr. Berlusconi's spokes- 
man said that Mr. Bossi had 
now “gone over the top.” 
and wondered if it would not 
be more realistic for the 


coalition “to leave this 
travelling companion to his 
own destiny." 

Mr. Berlusconi was also 
faced with another climb- 
down shortly after being 
forced to repeal a decree to 
relax pre-trial detention 
when national broadcasting 
watchdog Giuseppe Santa- 
niello ruled Tuesday that Ita- 
ly's public television network 
RA1 should not broadcast the 
ads which Mr. Berlusconi had 
worked on personally with 
his aides to promote hts gov- 
ernment's achievements. 


Hopes fade for trapped Aussie miners after blasts 


MOURA, Australia (AFP) 
— Hopes of rescuing 11 Au- 
stralian coal miners faded fast 
Tuesday as two more explo- 
sions ripped through the 
mine in which they have been 
trapped since Sunday night. 

Mine officials had earlier, 
ruled out any prospect of a 
rescue Tuesday becaue of 
fires and high concentrations 
of explosive methane and 
carbon monoxide gases con- 
firmed by tests through shafts 
drilled overnight. 

■‘Tho eifnti/tn f nr rhnw 


trapped below has deterio- 
rated considerably," a Moura 
police spokesman said after 
the latest explosions. 

The second blast at 12.25 
p.m. and the third half an 
hour later sent up smoke 
from Moura Number 2 mine 
that could be seen in this 
Queensland coal town 10 
kilometres away. 

Local miners' union official 
Jim Lambley had minutes 
earlier told miners and resi- 
dents a rescue would not be 
attempted Tuesday. 


Relatives, friends and 
workmates of the trapped 
miners heard the grim news 
from Mr. Lambley and saw 
the smoke rising after an 
anguished 36 hour wait since 
Sunday’s disaster. 

Rescuers could not go 
down until tests of gas levels 
were completed, but that 
would take another 24 hours. 
Mr, Lambley said, adding: 
“The longer it goes, the slim- 
mer the possibilities." 

He said the mine was “still 
in an explosive situation." 


Mine owners BHP Coal 
said after the third explosion 
there was “grave concern” 
for the safety of the trapped 
men. 

But company spokesman 
David McDonald said it was 
not known where the explo- 
sion had occurred in the 
mine, closed since Sunday 
and now under threat of 
permanent closure following 
a series of disasters. 

No rescue would now be 
attempted until the whole 
mine nad stabilised, he said. 
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For the wounds to heal 


WHILE IT is a bit too early to measure the h i n d of 
lasting impact the recent steps between Jordan and 
Israel has had on the psyche of Jordanians, it is only 
fair to say that the reaction of the people has been 
mostly* measured and relatively positive. 

Tele vision pictures, which showed a new cordiality, 
even friendliness, between onr leaders dashed in our 
minds with a collective memory of an enemy who for 
decades associated itself with daily acts of brutality, 
aggression and terror against fellow Arabs only to 
produce confusion and dazzlemenL The Israeli offic- 
ers who shook the hands of their Jordanian counter- 
parts bore great likeness to Israeli soldiers who until 
recently were seen on television breaking the arms 
and legs of Palestinians and who are still raining 
bombs of death and destruction against our brothers 
in South Lebanon. 

No one should expect this inevitable psychological 
struggle to change over night. Time has always bean 
an efficient healer. But time alone cannot hea l the 
wounds Israel and its traditionally aggressive pnH c i es 
have inflicted upon the Arabs. Many of the wounds 
are still bleeding. They continue to do so in the West 
Bank, is Gaza as well as in Lebanon. 

But the past can be forgotten, the wounds can be 
healed and the promise of a better future can triumph 
over the legacy of the sad, tormented and painful old 
days. 

Such a triumph cannot be attained by mere words 
of goodwill and gestures aimed for newspaper head- 
lines and television cameras, however. It can come 
about only when the promise of a better fatnre b 
translated into a reality which people can fed and live, 
when the symbolism of handshakes leads to the release 
of a prisoner, the. recovery of a lost home and the 
aiding of the nig h t m a r e tbit soldiers force upon the 
lives of young kids on their way to school in Hebron. 

Peace will prevail when Israel admits the injustices 
it has inflicted on the Palestinians and commits itself 
to refr aining from repeating them in the future. 

It will be long before all the psychological barriers 
between Arabs and Israelis come tumbling down. And 
they will not crumble all at the same time. They will 
foil down gradually. Meanwhile, Israel has to make 
sure that barriers which foil down will not be rebuilt, 
and will be replaced by new bridges that will bring the 
people of the region closer together. Israel can try to 
prove its real interest in a just and lasting peace. Only 
then will it reap understanding and willingness to 
forget and forgive. 

The Jewish state woo just about all its wars « g«inct 
the Arabs depending on a superior army and the 
support of allies for too powerful for the Arabs to 
defeat. With that superior army still there and the 
backing of the strong allies unwavering, Israel could 
win other wars against the Arabs. 

But the battle for peace requires a different kmJ of 
preparedness. All the sophisticated weaponry of the 
world will not win it. To win peace with its neigh- 
bours, Israel has to ensure they feel they got their 
rightful share of the deal. For Israelis to be able to 
cross the river for a secure and quiet evening in 
Amman, Jordanians have to feel that their fellow 
Arabs in the West Bank can have a quiet evening in 
their own homes. 

Israel can start by reciprocating the many gestures 
of goodwill that Jordan made in Aqaba and Washing- 
ton. The images of the Red Sea city and the U.S. 
capital should not be overshadowed by new scenes of 
Israeli brutality if Israel wants the friendliness of its 
neighbours. Otherwise the positive images will only 
serve as a reminder of some promising moments of 
what might have been in a reality of despair. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily demanded that the 
problem of the Palestinian refugees be solved promptly and 
fairly if peace is to endure in the Middle East region. 
According to U.N. resolutions, the Palestinian refugees are 
entitled to either repatriation or compensation, said 
Nfoh.iniuiarf Qudah. These resolutions were issued in the 
19-48 and the 1967 wars which saw Israel usurping 


:crr.:ory and the eviction of hundreds of thousands 
from their homes, said the writer. Repatriating or compen- 
<u:ir!g !hi* refugees means respecting their human rights 
w'.v.ch 1 here can Ire no real and durable peace, he 
Thcrdore it goes without saying that Israel ought 
to embark on prompt measures to ensure the rights of the 
Palestinians and respect their inalienable rights according 
to U.N. resolutions so that the refugees can actually feel 
they are an integral part of the peace process and a vital 
element for securing a lasting and just peace. 


MOHAMMAD KAWASH, a columnist in A1 Dustour, 
said that Jordan has thus far made concrete contributions 
towards the peace process and the ceremony in Aqaba 
stands as the latest evidence of the Kingdom’s genuine 
orientation towards the attainment of peace and security. It 
is now up to Israel to display serious endeavours by word 
and deed and to implement agreements reached with the 
Palestinians and the Jordanians, otherwise no normalisa- 
tion of relations with the Arab side can materialise, said the 
w,,tcr Genuine peace requires speedy steps to end the 
slate of war between the two sides in practice rather than in 
theory, he continued. Defeat in war was a dangerous thing 
for the Arabs but any defeat or setback in the peace process 
can be more dangerous, said Mr. Kawash. The Arab- Israeli 
wars, added the writer, have drained resources and caused 
the death of many people on both sides, and the time has 
come for an end to bloodshed and misery and for the 
beginning of an era of progress and prosperity. 


Mideast development to change rules of 


engagement between Arab and Jewish Americans 


By Issa Batarseh 


FOR MORE than three de- 
cades, thousands of Arab- 
Americans, including my- 
self, have been active mem- 
bers in one or more Arab- 
American organisations 
and lobbying groups in the 


U.S., working for a pro- 


Arab agenda with the 
Palestinian cause being the 
paramount one. This re- 
sulted in years of direct 
conflict and continuous fric- 
tion between Arab- 
American and Jewisb- 
American organisations. In 
large part, the experiences 
of both Arab and Jewish 
communities (groups and 
individuals) that spanned 
nearly five decades has 
been painful and ugly and 
was marked by continuous 
accusations, name calling, 
and was unfortunately, 
bloody in few instances. 

However, the intriguing 
events of the last few days 
in Washington, coupled by 
the Israeli -Palestinian Dec- 
laration of Principles signed 
last September, will no 
doubt result in major 
changes and shifts in the 
ways Arab- and Jewish- 
American organisations 
and communities deal with 
each other. In ray opinion, 
it will have a positive and 
lasting effect in our lives in 
the United States, resulting 
in a major transformation 
from current stereotyped 
and distorted image of 
Arab- American, to a mores 
positive and respectable im- 
age. 

As an Arab-American, I 
am sick and tired of the 
perpetual state of heated 
debates, attacks and coun- 
ter attacks between Arab- 
and Jewish American orga- 
nisations, on the one hand, 
and between Arab- 
Americans and the media 
for their betrayal of Arabs, 
on the other hand. It is the 
hope of many Arab- 
Americans that His Majesty 
King Hussein's declaration 



understanding arid toler 
ance among these three uni- 
versal faiths that is based on 
respect and acceptance of 
one another faith. After all, 
the most important thing in 
life is what we hold in com- 
mon not what we hold 
separately. 

Most of Arabs and Jews 
in the U.S. are understand- 
ably mistrustful to each 
other, making the trans- 
formation into new relation 


based on mist and respect 
ndchal- 


Arab- American friend ‘in- 
deed it was a very positive 
and undistorted image that 


made all my family proud to 
sir roots in the Arab 


have their 

World “Unfortunately, this 


image was no longer the 
same after the U.N. parti- 


to the joint U.S. Congress 


and millions of Americans 
that “the state of war be- 
tween Israel and Jordan is 
over”, will be met by simi- 
lar declaration by Jewish 
and pro-Israeli groups that 
stereotyping, degrading and 
hatred crimes against Arabs 
and Arab- Americans will 
soon be put to an end. For 
the present time, the histor- 
ic events in Washington will 
have major impact on 
Jordanian-Amencans in 
their relation with the 
Jewish-Americans. 

Arab-Americans who im- 
migrated to the U.S. in the 
beginning of this century 
recall vividly bow welcome, 
respected and proud they 
felt when fellow Americans 
knew their Middle East 
roots... from the Holy Land 
and the River of Jordan. 
Americans were very cu- 
rious to know more about 
die Arabs and their culture, 
food, music and religion. In 
the words of a 70-year old 


tion of Palestine and the 
creation of Israel in 1948, 
followed by the 1956 and 
1967 wars between the 
Arabs and Israelis. 
Moreover, with strong 
Israeli lobbying groups snch 
as the American-Israeli 
Political Action Committee 
(AIPAC) and many others, 
coupled with their strong 
control of the electronic 
and print media, serious 
and organised efforts were 
under way to distort the 
Arab image and discredit 
the Arabs’ past cultural and 
scientific contributions, re- 
sulting in more than three 
decades of Arab bashing, 
stereotyping and discri- 
mination. As a result of this 
unfair and bias treatment of 
. Arab-Americans, and the 
need to articulate die Arab 
point of view, several Arab- 
American grass-roots orga- 
nisations were founded in 
the last 25 years. To help 
the reader understand the 
role played by these orga- 
nisations, I would like to 
give brief background on 
three major Arab- 
American organisations in 
the U.S. today. The Arab- 
American University 
Graduates (AAUG) was 
established in 1967 to re- 
spond to the unprecedented 
wave of political and social 
attacks on Arabs after the 
seven-day war (AAUG just 
ended its Second Interna- 
tional Conference in Am- 


man which was held be- 
tween Jnly 24-27). In 1974 
• the National Association of 
Arab-Americans (NAAA) 
was established to dispel 
thd negative image caused 
by the 1973 Arab oil embar- 
go, and to promote profes- 
sional, political and econo- 
mic collaboration between 
Arab-Americans them- 
selves and between them 
and Americans. In his 
efforts to fight stereotyping 
and discrimination against 
Arab-Americans, former 
Senator James Abu Reziqu 
organised the largest grass- 
root Arab- American orga- 
nisation in the U.S. history, 
known as the Arab- 
American Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC). With more than 75 
chapters and~25,000 mem- 
bers, the ADC is the largest 
and the most effective 
Arab-American organisa- 
tion in the U.S. today. For 
Arab-American empower- 
ment through the political 
process, the Arab- 
American Institute (AA1) 
was established in 1983 by 
James Zogby. AAI focuses 
on the empowerment of 
Arab-Americans through 
sponsoring voting drives 
and enconrage Arab- 
Americans to run for office. 

. Regardless of their current 
missions, these organisa- 
tions and many other small 
ones must make major 
shifts and serious refocusing 
in their agendas and mis- 
sions in the awake of a new 
relation between the Arabs 
and IsraeL 

I believe the Washington 
Declaration between Jor- 
dan and Israel will make 
impact on the Arab Amer- 


ican communities on sever- 
al fronts: 

The image of Arab- 
Americans will no longer be 
the negative one we are all 
accustomed to. It is my 
hope and anticipation that 
the organised efforts to de- 
humanise Arabs and Mus- 
lims, trivialise the import- 
ance of their contribution to 
civilisation, and the con- 
stant invention of miscon- 
ceptions about Arabs will 
seize. The cynical organised 
campaign of Arab bashing 
by the Jewish communities 
and the pro-Israeli ’groups 
must come to an end. like- 
wise, Arab counter attacks 
and accusations most also 
come to an end. It is about - 
time to project the real im- 
age of Arabs and Muslims 
to the American people, 
their culture, valties and 
contribution to civilisation, 
totally unpoliticised and 
with respect * 

The new Arab-American 
organisation agendas must 
redirect onr energy, time 
resources to address more 
important and pressing 
issues that include: actively 
promoting under- 
standing between me /\rao 
and American cultures; be- 
coming more involved in 
the political process at the 
local, state and national 
levels to have the opportun- 
ity to make difference; and 
seeking a real and cohesive 
collaboration plans be- 
tween the Arab- and 
Jewish-American organisa- 
tions. 

I strongly believe that 
we, as Arab-American 
organisations or as indi- 
viduals, have a lot to learn 
from the years of cnmula- 


'tive experiences of the 
'Jews. Hence, h is about 
time to openly declare our 
willingness to emulate the 
Jews when it comes to their 
methods of fund raising, 
organisation, networking 
and public relations. Arabs 
and Jews can work together 
on a common agenda to 
fight discrimination, anti- 
Semitism and racism. 

The Arab- and Jewish 
commanities have the 
potential to play a very im- 
portant role in the econo- 
mic development of the 
Middle East, an extremely 
important component for 
political stability and lasting 
peace. Contacts among 
their business communities 
should start immediately to 
establish avenues and build 
bridges for mutual col- 
laboration in the business 
communities and start in- 
vesting in the West Bank 
and in the Middle East. 
Furthermore, direct and 
open contacts between 
Arab- and Jewish- 
American professionals in 
all sectors is inevitable and 
will produce strong and 
powerful ties between pro- 
fessionals, especially in the 
science, economics and 
technology fields. Such col- 
laborations will be of 
mutual benefits to both 
sides. 

Another important issue 
that must be addressed by 
both Arab and Jewish com- 
munities is the issue of 
Musjim-Christian-Jewish 
relation. There is desperate 
need to begin a national 
dialogue between religious 
groups inside and outside 
the U.S. in order to help 
create an atmosphere of 


extremely difficult and 
lenging one. 

It is my hope and ex- 
pectation that once a fill] 
peace is reached between 
Israel and the Arab states, 
interest in Arab culture and 
people will be renewed, and 
tourism in the Middle East 
will flourish once again. As 
Arab-Americans, it is our 
duty to shoulder the re- 
sponsibility to help our fol- 
low citizens ro understand 
our culture and to come to 
know our significant con- 
tribution to civilisation. 
This is very important since 
the recent past has been 
“unfair” and “unjust” to 
Arab-American in particu- 
lar, and to Arabs in gener- 
al. Jordanian- and Arab- 
Americans must take 
advantage of recent events 
in Washington. His Majes- 
ty’s speech to the joint Con- 
gress session has wiped 
years of- stereotyping and 
defamation of Arabs and 
Arab-Americans, that a 
genius public relation ex- 
pert would not have 
achieved. 

It would be naive to sug- 


gest that even a comprehen- 


sive and completed peace 
agreement between all 
Arab states and Israel will 
put to end such stereotyp- 
ing and betrayal. But for 
sure, from now and on the 
abnormal and the impossi- 
ble will become normal and 
possible when it comes to 
the relation between Arab- 
and Jewish-Americans. For 
one, I welcome this change 
and I look forward for more 
positive, constructive and 
friendly dialogue and col- 
laboration and co-operation 
between the two Semite 
peoples. 

The bottom line from 
these developments is sim- 
ple: Arab- and Jewish- 
Americans must seize this 
unprecedented opportunity 
for peace to work together 
under one coalition for a 
pro- Israel- Arab agenda m 
foe U.S. to overcome pys- 
cnological barriers and to 
bring about a genuine 
change in attitudes, build 
trust and achieve true and 
stable Middle-East peace; 
and help Americans under- 
stand our two great civilisa- 
tions. 


The writer is assistan t pro- 
fessor of electrical and com- 
puter engineering at foe 
University of Central Flor- 
ida. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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Realism triumphs over theatrics in addresses to Congress 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


THE SPEECHES of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
"of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin delivered 
before the joint session of 
U.S. Congress on July 26 
led the audience to observe 
the sharp contrast between 
foe two speeches. 

The King’s speech was 
poised, sedate, dignified 
and realistic. It inspired 
hopje for the future in 
achieving peace not only 
between Jordan and Israel 
but also in foe whole Arab 
region. It was a serious and 
sincere speech auguring a 
new dawn for foe Arab 
people without fear of a 
new war. The King referred 
to foe sufferings of the. 
Arab peoples and their 
martyrs without wailing but 
with courage and optimism 
for foe future. The occasion 
was solemn and foe King’s 
speech was appropriate and 
commensurate with this 


inception as if the Israelis 
and the Jews alone had 
martyrs and victims. Not 
only that, Mr. Rabin has 
transformed foe Congress 
platform into a sort of a 


with the acquiescence and 
even assistance of the out- 
ride world where Zionism 


was preponderant, who had 
llv uproi 


theatre. Indeed he brought 
of the 


with him some . _ 

Israelis who had suffered as 
a result of foe Isracli-Arab 
wars and even mentioned 
their names as If they were 
to take part in some 
Shakespearean tragic play. 
He then put foe Jewish yar- 
muike on his head and read 
some passages from a biblic 
prophet Did Mr. Rabin 
think that be was before a 
synagogue or before foe 
Wailing Wall m Jerusalem? 


brutally uprooted the 
Palestinians from their 
homeland Palestine in 1948 . 
and thereafter, and thus 
caused their diaspora. Did 
they not turn foe Palesti- 
nian land into Jewish land 
by sheer force and des- 
troyed hundreds of Palesti- 
nian villages and substi- 
tuted foreign Jews for 
Palestinian Arabs? Did not 
foe Jews of Israel dynamite 
King David Hotel in Jeru- 
salem in 1946 and killed 


curfew imposed on foe vil- 
lage? Did not foe Israeli 
army, while it was driving 
bulldozers through Magbra- 
bi Quarter in Jerusalem in 
1967, destroy whole Palesti- 
nians villages off foe face of 
foe Earth. The first of those 
.villages were Beit Nuba, 
Imwas and Yalu whose in- 
nocent 10,000 inhabitants 
were scattered to foe four 
winds. And who started the 
1967 war against Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria. 

Now Israelis admit that it 
was Israel which had initi- 
ated that war. Even that 
uni amen ted Begin himself. 


hberate Sinai, foe Golan 
Heights, the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip territories - 
which were under Israeli 
occupation, some of which 
are still under its unlawful 
occupation. On Sept. 16, 
1982, Sabra and Shatila 
massacres were perpet- 
rated by the Lebanese 
Falangists with the conni- 
vanot and coordination of 
foe Israeli army comman- 
ders who were then besieg- 
ing Beirut. Lastly, the 
Palestinian intifada, which 
started in December 1987 
was a resistance against 
Israeli occupation of 


fold more than those 
Israelis who died at foe 
hands of foe Arabs. 


occasion. 


It is not necessary to go 
through foe details of the 
King's speech as it has been 
extensively publicised in 
different languages to the 
world at large. Any person 
who heard or read the 
King’s speech will find in it 
foe above-mentioned char- 
acteristics. By contrast, m 
Mr. Rabin’s Speeds was re- 
pleted with lamentation and 
description of foe sacrifices 
endured by Israel since its 


This theatrical scenario 
was certainly well prepared 
in advance. Mr. Rabin's 
theatrics were surely pre- 
pared on purpose in order 
to make foe Congress and 
world public opinion be- 
lieve that the Israelis were 
foe victims and foe Arabs 
were the aggressors during 
foe Israeli-Arab wars. To 
put the record straight, let 
us review cursorily and 
somewhat chronologically 
some of the events and wars 
of foe past 50 years or so 
and which occurred be- 
tween Israel and the Jews of 
Israel on foe one hand and 
foe Arabs on foe other. We 
can then conclude who 
were the victims and who 
are the aggressors or 
oppressors. 

It was the Jews of Israel 


“The King’s speech was 
poised, sedate, dignified and 
realistic. It inspired hope for 
the future in achieving peace 
not only between Jordan and 


Israel but also in the whole 
Arab region. It was a serious 
and sincere speech auguring a 
new dawn for the Arab people 
without fear of a new war.” 


about 100 victims, most of 
whom were Palestinian 
Arabs? Did not foe Jews of 
Basel perpetrate Deir Yas- 
sin m assa c re on April 9 
1946? Did not the Israeli 
army dynamite on Oct. 14; 
1953 dozens of houses in 
Qibya village on foe heads 
of foe sleeping inhabitants? 
Did not the Israeli army kill 
in cold blood some of villa- 
ger of Kafr Qassim village 
in Israel itself on Ocl 29 
1956 while foe village^ 
were returning from their 
work not being aware of the 


the arch enemy of the 
Arabs and Palestinians and 
foe hero of King David 
Hotel and Deir Yassin mas- 
sacres, admitted later that 
the Israeli government was 
certain that the late Jamal 
Abdul Nasser (fid not in- 
tend to attack Israel in June 
1967 but that Israel attack- 
ed first. 

The 1973 war, which was 
lanncfaed by Egypt, Syria 
and Jordan, was quintes- 
sential ly a war of liberation. 
Tliey did not attack Israel 
itself but waged the war to 


Palestinian territory. Re- 
sistance to an occupier is a 
universally recognised prin- 
ciple of international law. 
Did not the Israeli forces on 
the recommendation of Mr 
Rabin himself (who was 
then minister of defence) 
kfll or break the bones of 
thousands of Palestinians 
who resisted and are still 
resisting Israeli occupation 
of foe West Bank, inclu din g 
Jerusalem? It must 
admitted that the Arab 
martyrs who were killed by 
foe Israelis were thousand- 


One would have thought 
that Mr. Rabin would not 
resort to such theatrical 
performances on a such 
solemn occasion before foe 
Congress which no doubt 
bad heard ad nauseam foe 
lamentations of foe Jfewish 
people during the' past 50 
years and had always come 
to foe help of Israel. Bnt 
foe American Congress has 
hardly ever lent a sym- 
pathetic ear to the Palesti- 
nian tragedy as a result of 
which the Palestinians were 
dispersed to the four cor- 
ners of Earth. On the con- 
rfary, we have been witnes- 
sing the Congress and foe 
Western states “heaping 
praise and reward on the 
oppressors of the Palesti- 
nian people and blame and 
penalty on the victims”, to 
paraphrase Professor Ed- 
ward Said in his book the 
“Politics of Dispossession" 
TTie status of foe Palesti- 
nian refugees is still a glar- 
ing evidence of the Pales- 
tine tragedy and till today 
Palestinians and Arabs are 
suffering from Israeli 
occupation of Arab lands. 
And Israel is still imposing 
rod misery on the 
Palestinian people and is 
roll pursuing the politics of 
dispossession in East Jeru- 
salem, which forms an m- 
jjgral.part of foe occupied 
^cstinian territory. — - 
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Dedaration and said: “His- 
tcuy smce then has been in 
the making.” 

“Each day qualifies to be a 
separate chapter in the Mid- 
dle East ...” he said. 

^The events of the past two 
days, two weeks, are so vivid 
in our memories, from the 
trilater al committee mee ting 
we have hosted on onr shore 
of the Dead Sea, to the 
Washington Declaration, to 
the safe return of His Majesty 
K in g Hussein to Amman 
flying over the Holy Gty and 
the Israeli air space, and to 
the spectacular events of 
yesterday which we all were 
very lucky to witness, and 
finally to the meeting of to- 
day marking the first of 
several that we all will hold 
on Israeli soil, with equal 


on Jordanian soil.” 

Mr. Rubenstein said: 

We welcome you all for the 
first time in our negotiations 
m Israel. We reciprocate now 
after having been hosted gra- 
ciously by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment on the other side of 
the Dead Sea and then 
yesterday in the very historic 
event cif the meetings in 


On behalf of my govern- 
ment I would like to thank 
the Jordanian Government, 
His Majesty, His Royal High- 
ness, for the hospitality and 
the atmosphere for the good 


(Continued from page 1) 

beginning in onr new era of 
relationship and we are all 
moved by what happened 
yesterday. We look forward 
for continued work together 
and towards peace. 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

The spirit of the Washing- 
ton Declaration in the meet- 
ings of yesterday is with us 
today as we resume the bi- 
lateral negotiations, the 
echoes of the unforgettable 
event where His Majesty 
King Hussein was joined by 
Prime Minister Rabin in the 

presence of President Clinton 

m announcing the ter ming , 
tion of the state of belliger- 
ence and war between Israel 
and Jordan. These echoes are 
still with us today . 

So was the sound of the 
winds of the plane, of His 
Majesty’s plane crossing the 
sky of Israel, and we had an 
opportunity to talk just a 
minute later, Tarawneb and 
myself, as I called him from 
Tel Aviv from my car. In fact 
when I was watching the 
plane and listening to the 
radio and calling Dr. Taraw- 
neb and telling him that I just 
saw the plane. 

Then the voices of the 
direct telephone links inaugu- 
rated two days ago between 
the president of Israel and 
His Majesty the King of Jor- 
dan, and of coarse we were 
all encouraged by the 
touching moments of yester- 
day in the crossing point in 
Aqaba. 


So the noise of the sweep- 
ing of mines which have di- 
vided us as the prime minister 
mentioned yesterday symbol- 
ises the end of the state of 
war. These were symbols that 
have gone in the (nth of 
peace between the two coun- 
tries. 

Soon, God willing, we 
hope to open a second border 
crossing in the north as 
announced in the Washing- 
ton Declaration after its exact 
location has been agreed. 

Dr. Tarawneh, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

Even during hours of joy 
we should not forget His 
Highness the Crown Prince 
who has said yesterday that 
we have not reached yet the 
full desired tranquility. Even 
during these very days, dark 
and extreme forces in our 
neighbourhood and the re- 
gion outside continue to ham- 
per the peace efforts. 

We mourn in our countries 
our victims but will not stop 
peace efforts. 

Our delegations will con- 
tinue this and next week the 
negotiations on matters of 
substance on peace, security, 
boundaries, economy, en- 
vironment, energy, dvfl avia- 
tion, tourism and the fight 
against crime and drugs. 

We believe that a just 
peace can and will be reached 
between us in its fullest sense 
and we will honour every 
result of the negotiations in 
all fields. 


Israelis show little shift in negotiating tactic 


Washington by showing com- 
mitment to the Middle Hast 
peace process which has 
favoured status in U.S. fore- 
ign policy.” 

But although Jordanian 
negotiators have maintained 
a positive tone towards their 
negotiations with Israel on 
issues of boundaries and wa- 
ter rights, privately they con- ■ 
cede that there has not been 
any serious change in Israel’s 
negotiating room tactics. 

Chief Israeli negotiator 
Elyakim Rubenstein told the 
Jordan Tunes Tuesday that 
his country was serious about 
reaching a “solution which 
will be acceptable to both 
sides and which is both just 
and fair." 

But despite his apparent 
tone of commitment to work- 
ing towards an agre e me n t 
with Jordan with a serious 
intention of reaching a solu- 
tion, Mr. Rubeustem failed 
to show the same positive 
tone on the problem of 
boundaries. 

Jordanian sources had told 
tile Jordan Times that Jordan 
had asked Israeli negotiators 
to show goodwill on the 
boundaries issue by returning 
to the boundaries of their 
occupation of 1967. Accord- 


(Cou tinned from page 1) 
ing to the sources, during the 
years since 1967, Israel had at 
times moved into Jordanian 
territories on “security” 
grounds. 

“In some areas they went 
as much as eight kilometres 
inside Jordanian territory and 
never moved bade to the 
original border line,” one 
Jordanian negotiator ex- 
plained. 

“What we are asking is ihar 
even while a special joint 
Jordaman-Israeli committee 
was working on delimitation 
and de ma rcation of the man- 
date line, Israel should show 
goodwill by withdrawing 
from die territories it had 
taken since 1967,” the nego- 
tiator added. 

But Israeli negotiators con- 
tin ae to resist the Jordanian 
request maintaining that the 
“same principle” null have to 
apply to all territories occu- 
pied by Israel whether even if 
they were occupied after 
1967. 

Mr. Rubenstein told the 
Jordan Times that “the sub- 
commission (on the bound- 
aries and territories) has to 
see what the views of both 
sides are and where the 
claims are,” relegating the 
Jordanian request to ongoing 


negotiations over the delinea- 
tion of mandate lines. 

Asked whether Israel was 
willing to treat the territories 
occupied since 1967 in a sepa- 
rate context from that ap- 
plied to the demarcation of 
the mandate line, Mr. 
Rubenstein said: “The same 
principle applies to the whole 
boundary.” 

Israel occupied Jordanian 
territory both in 1948 and at 
different times since the 1967 
war. Most of the territory 
occupied in Wadi Araba was 
taken in 1948 but territories 
around the Dead Sea were 
seized in 1967. 

A senior Jordanian nego- 
tiator told the Jordan Times 
that the Kingdom would have 
been encouraged by move- 
ment by Israel on the post- 
1967 territories. “It would 
have given the talks a sub- 
stantive momentum,” the 
negotiator said. 

Publicly, both Jordanian 
and Israeli negotiators are 

n tbc journalists away 
e controversial items 
of their negotiations and con- 
centrating on maintaining the 
new momentum that has 
been injected into die rela- 
tions between Jordan and 
Israel. 


Syria, Israel weighing price 


(Coatiaued from page 1) 

“there was less testing be- 
tween the parties and more 
down-to-earth discussion.” 
He had talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and in 
Damascus with Mr. Assad 
and Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa. 

“I find that in this con- 
versation there was a very 
conscious searching on the 


part of both of them (Israelis 
and Syrians) as to needs of 
the other party. They were 
not utterly self-absorbed, but 
they were rather thinking ab- 
out what the needs of the 
other party were and what 
might be done to achieve 
them,” he said. 

Mr. Rabin has signaled 
Syria he would give up at 
least some of the Golan 
Heights and recall the 13,000 
Israeli Jews who moved into 
the 24 kilometre-wide buffer 
zone after Israel seized it in 


1967. 

He told reporters Monday 
that “Syria wants peace — 
the problem is the price, the 
timing, the timetables.” 

Bat Mr. Rabin also said 
the gap between the Israeli 
and Syrian positions was 
“still deep and broad.” 

Mr. Asad wants Israel to 
relinquish all the territory. 
Mr. Rabin refuses to take 
that step without a dear idea 
of the kind of peace Syria 
would extend to Israel in 
return. 


Iraqi entry to peace process in the cards 


mentioned Iraq at the open- 
ing in Moscow — one was . 
Jordan who spoke of huma- 
nitarian considerations and 
one was Israel who said 
there can be no arms talks 
without Iraq at the table,” 
said the official. 

. “Israeli officials ex- 
panded on the arms talks 
and began to indude wa- 
ter,” said the official. But 
now Iraqi officials are 
saying .that new elements 
are being introduced into 
the equation. 

“Now there are sugges- 
tions that Iraq take some of 
the. Palestinian refugees 
.from Lebanon and settle 
them permanently in Iraq,” 
said the offidal. 

While Jordanian and 
foreign sources dose to the 
multilateral refugee talks 
say they know “nothing of 
this,” Iraqi sources say that 
the possibility of resettling 
J&estinian refugees in Iraq 
a ‘‘being floated.” 

Less than 50.000 Palesti- 
nians lived and settled in 
Iraq since 1948. Most of 
these were given Iraqi 
! nationality. Experts say 
that because most Palesti- 
nians are either Sunni Mus- 
lims or Christians, their 
presence In' Iraq is favour- 
/fole for the traditional Sun- 


(Cautinued from page 12) 
ni leadership of the coun- 
try. 

In Lebanon the largely 
Muslim Palestinian popula- 
tion would further strain 
the delicate balance be- 
tween religious groups and 
sects. 

"They — the U.S. and 
Israel — want at least some 
of the Palestinians in Leba- 
non to be settled in Iraq 
because it is easier. Iraq is a 
big country that does not 
have a potential demog- 
raphic crisis. They think 
that even if they sent all 
300,000 Palestinians from 
Lebanon to Iraq they would 
be easily absorbed. Iraq is 
after all a country of 18 
million,” said the offidal. 

While Iraq gave signs 
that it was willing to enter 
the peace process with 
Israel as far back as 1992 
(through statements to the 
press and according to some 
sources secret talks in East- 
ern Europe) it has not offi- 
cially done so. 

Some Iraq observers be- 
lieve that Iraq is or will be 
asked to sanction the peace 
negotiations prior to any 
opening of talks “to lose 
face with the Arabs — 
totally and finally.” 

"For many in the Arab 
World Iraq is the last stand 


of resistance to American 
and Israeli domination and 
influence. When Iraq bows 
the war is over," said a 
Jordanian Baathist recent- 
ly. "They (the West) will 
fry to make Iraq apologise 
to the Israelis or something 
like that — a public apology 
like the Germans made to 
the Jews’ — this will be the 
final humiliation for the Ira- 
qis which the Israelis seek.” 

Iraqi officials deny that 
“things have deteriorated 
so far," but they are wary of 
the continuing pressure im- 
posed by the U.S. on Iraq. 

“The U.S. still gives very 
conflicting signs to Iraq," 
said the Iraqi offidal. 

On Aug. 5 U.S. Presi- 
dent Clinton, addressing 
Congress on Iraqi com- 
pliance with Gulf war and 
U.N. ceasefire terms, ac- 
cused Iraq of sponsoring 
acts of “terror” against 
U.N. and humanitarian 
workers. 

“Reliable reports have 
indicated that the govern- 
ment of Iraq is offering 
reward money for terrorist 
acts against (be U.N- and 
humanitarian relief workers 
in Iraq.” Because of such 
conduct, said Mr. Clinton, 
the U.S. intended to con- 
tinue supporting sanctions. 



Images of Rwanda- human kindness against hell 


By Guy Dinmore 

Reuter 

GOMA, Zaire — Tears 
poured down the face of a 
British doctor as she stood 
helplessly in her tent lit- 
tered with dead and dying 
cholera victims. The corp- 
ses of 200 more lay scat- 
tered outside. 

Images of Rwanda are 
dominated by such scenes 
of human kindness com- 
pletely overwhelmed by the 
hell that descended on the 
Zairean town of Goma 
with the flight of one mil- 
lion refugees escaping civil 
war. 

But as the T-shirt of a 
Rwandan boy still alive 
among the bodies of chil- 
dren trampled to death in a 
border stampede so elo- 
quently put it: “tears are 
not enough.” 

We journalists cried as 
we found nearby a baby girl 
sleeping peacefully snug- 
gled against her mother, 
not knowing she had bled 
to death overnight from 
wounds inflicted by a mor- 
tar bomb. 

Zairean soldiers gave us 
two more babies they had 
discovered among the car- 
nage so with no aid workers 


or doctors in sight we pick- 
ed them up to safety. 

Suddenly, like the pied 
piper of Hamelin, we found 
ourselves leading a proces- 
sion of wounded children 

— a giri with a hole gouged 
out of her arm, a boy 
whose arm had been se- 
vered, an infant with her 
cheek blown open. 

French military nurses 
named our baby girl Tur- 
quoise, Christened like 
many others after the 
humanitarian operation 
-Turquoise launched by 
France in Rwanda in June. 

Medics operated on the 
boy but he died. 

A Zairean doctor sur- 
rounded by cholera victims 

— all Hums whose fellow 
tribes people had slaught- 
ered the Tutsi minority in a 
campaign of genocide — 
threw his hands into the 
sky, laughed in hysteric de- 
spair and shouted: “It’s 
God's tribunal.” 

Refugees tried to pre- 
serve their human dignity 
in squalid, disease-ridden 
camps with no food, water 
or latrines. 

But broken down by the 
weight of their suffering 
they lost the emotional re- 
serves needed to help each 


other. 

Occasionally men fought 
with machetes and knives 
over scarce supplies of food 
and plastic sheeting. 

Goma’s first mass grave 
was a neat tow of bodies, 
some bearing crosses made 
out of twigs. As the cholera 
epidemic raged on bodies 
were simply dumped by 
bulldozers and trucks in a 
tangled heap. 

The horrors of war 
seemed at times strangely 
incongruous amid the 
beauty of African land- 
scapes. 

On the shores of Lake 
Kivu, dominated by a semi- 
circle of volcanoes to the 
north, sturdy Zairean por- 
ters ran back and forth with 
sacks of coffee on their 
backs. 

But nearby behind the 
barbed wire of Kituku re- 
fugee camp, Tutsi men and 
women showed the ban- 
daged stumps of their arms, 
legs and fingers which had 
been hacked off by Hum 
militia indoctrinated by a 
stereotyped image of the 
Tutsis as an aristocratic 
slim, long-limbed race. 

Some aid workers be- 
came paralysed by the hor- 
ror and- enormity of the 


catastrophe, and the 
bureaucratic inertia of 
U.N. agencies was ex- 
posed. It took eight days 
from the start of the mass 
exodus for the fust grain of 
U.N. food to be distri- 
buted. 

One U.N. official broke 
down in tears after a news 
conference, the last straw 
being angry journalists who 
had lost control of their 
own emotions. 

Another senior U.N. 
offidal simply lied to cover 
up his organisation's in- 
adequate response to the 
crisis. 

Truth, like human digni- 
ty, is always a casualty of 
war and its aftermath. 

Among the hordes of re- 
fugees are members of the 
former Hum government 
and militia leaders now 
wanted for war crimes by 
the new government instal- 
led in the capital Kigali by 
the Tutsi-dominated Rwan- 
da Patriotic Front (RPF). 

Their propaganda in ex- 
ile is spread through the 
terror of the machete and 
broadcasts of the mobile 
radio Mille Collines which 
was still opeating until a 
while ago. 

Standing truth on its 


head. Hutu refugees would 
repeatedly argue that the 
Tutsis had lists of all Hutu 
intellectuals to be killed 
and that if Hums had killed 
some Tutsis it was in self- 
defence to pre-empt this 
planned slaughter. 

“The Tutsis hold up a 
letter and say what is this? 
If you reply “it’s an o* then 
they kill you,” said one 
refugee, a well-educated 
woman who returned from 
the United States to -Rwan- 
da on April 6, the day 
President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana was killed in myste- 
rious circumstances and the 
bloodshed began. 

"The Tutsis tear open 
the stomachs -of pregnant 
women.” another refugee 
said, but as reporters and 1 
U.N. officials had disco- 
vered first-hand it was 
Hutu militia who had car- 
ried out such barbarism in ' 
the early days of the mas- ! 
sacres. 

One refugee in the east- 
ern Zairean town of Buka- 
vu tried to explain the mass 
bloodbath but gave up, 
saying: 

“Rwanda is so over- 
populared. We killed so 
many people but there arc 
still millions.” 


Communist aura hangs over Romanian town 


By Peter Humphrey 
Reuter 

GALATI, Romania — 
Towering chimneys spew 
red, yellow and purple 
clouds of polluted air across 
the battered derricks and 
drab apartment blocks of 
Galati. 

Grubby children play in 
the fall-out and the grey 
haze. 

Water runs brown from 
the bathtaps in this Danube 
steel town, and the food in 
its restaurants is little better 
than the gruel of a poor- 
house in a Charles Dickens 
novel. 

Unemployed youths loi- 
ter aimlessly on the streets. 

Many Romanians consid- 
er Galati the end of the 
world, a basket-case of 
socialism gone crazy. The 
aura is still there. 

The riverside city, 250 
km east of Bucharest, was 
once a thriving and pretty 
gran trading centre, strad- 
dling the junction of the 
rivers Danube, Siret and 
PniL It is now a sprawling 
and choking mess of Stalin- 
ist over-industrialisation. 

Loral government boss 
Nicolae Beuran and Galati 
(pronounced Galats) Mayor 
Eugen Durbaca don’t think 
it’s so bad. 

Bat, considering they are 
members of the former 
Communist party elite who 
built the area's heavy Indus 


try and managed to hang on 
to power after the 1989 
revolution, that is not sur- 
prising. 

-County prefect Beuran, 
an ally of President Ion 
liiescu, was number two in 
Galati county before 
Romania's Communist dic- 
tator Nicolae Ceausescu 
was ousted and executed in 
1989. 

In a pattern mirrored 
across Romania, Mr. 
Beuran became number 
one and his predecessor 
went into business' in the 
county, which is twinned 
with England’s Lancashire, 
China's Hubei and the Port 
of Piraeus in Greece. 

Mr. Beuran lyrically 
reeled off data about the 
achievements of his area in 
a style reminiscent of Com- 
munist bureaucrats, how its 
development was favoured 
by the abundance of water, 
and about its glowing 
potential as a foreign in- 
vestment location. 

Empty bookshelves line 
his office wall. Tomes on 
market economics have not 
yet replaced Ceausescu's 
collected works. 

“About 230,000 hectares 
of land have been privatised 
from a total area of 
300,000.” he says. But far- 
mers were then pressed into 
new “farming associations” 
on 220,000 hectares, which 
the opposition consider a 
covert new form of collecti- 


visation. 

"The land is all being 
-worked, there are sur- 
pluses, the Sidex steel plant 
is rebounding. AH is well,” 
says Mr. Durbaca. 

Mr. Durbaca was head of 
a state-owned shipping 
company in Communist 
times, a highly-privileged 
job. His tenure of mayor 
has been dogged by allega- 
tions in the local media of 
corruption, including mix- 
ing his private business with 
his offidal position. 


outside town. There is none 
of the freedom to protest 
tolerated in most other 
dties. 

“We have no real politics 
in Galati. Those who could 
be politidans are still only 
spectators.” said Radii 
Macovei, editor of the local 
Viata Libera (Free Life) 
newspaper. “It's difficult to 
create a real party here.” he 
said. 

Mr. Durbaca dismissed 
the nickname which opposi- 
tion media in Bucharest 


“Demonstrations are banned in the 
city centre and only allowed in a 
stadium outside town. There is none 
of the freedom to protest tolerated 
in most other cities . 99 


He was elected mayor in 
the post-revolution elec- 
tions on the ticket of Mr. 
Iliescu's left-wing party of 
ex-Communists. now 
named the Party of Sodal 
Democracy (PSD), but la- 
ter shifted to its agrarian 
satellite party. Now his alle- 
giance is unclear. 

“The PSD is in power 
here. But elections are 
dominated by the personali- 
ties rather than parties,” 
said Mr. Durbaca. 

Demonstrations are ban- 
ned in the city centre and 
only allowed in a stadium 


have given his town — the 
"Red City”. “The only red 
here is the Coca-Cola signs. 
The reputation of a Com- 
munist red city came from 
media speculation,” he told 
Reuters. 

He said the city now had 
11.800 private companies, 
that 96 per cent of private 
land deeds had been distri- 
buted to peasants here 
under Romania’s land re- 
form, and that foreign in- 
vestors were taking an in- 
terest in a newly designated 
free trade zone. 

“1116 economy of Galati 


regressed immediately after 
1989 because the whole sys- 
tem was changing, and rela- 
tions with trade partners 
stagnated, but we've over- 
come this and industry in 
Galati is recovering, for ex- 
ample the steel plant." he 
said. 

So having fended off the 
challenge which the opposi- 
tion posed after the 1989 
anti-Communist revolution, 
the local elite appear to be 
rebuilding their power. 

Unlike elsewhere in 
Romania, Galati trade un- 
ions are subservient to the 
establishment and there 
have been no serious strikes 
or disputes here. 

“Iliescu came here and 
promised to keep paying off 
the workers, to keep the 
steel mills going. He said if 
you keep quiet, we'll take 
care of you,” said a well- 
informed resident. 

Union bosses at Sidex 
were extremely cagey. In a 
gesture unusual for union 
leaders anywhere, they re- 
fused to reveal average 
wages paid by the plant. 

"This is because they 
have been told to keep their 
mouths shut about getting 
more than other sectors of 
the population, that's part 
of the deal," said the local 
resident. 

“We cannot tell you how 
much we earn. It’s secret,” 
Sidex Union leader Viorel 
Beltic told Reuters. 






UAE announces curbs on 
Asian maids, expat families 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Tuesday announced 
new immigration rules that 
will curb the entry of Asian 
maids and foreigners’ fami- 
lies. 

The UAE has nearly 
150,000 housemaids, nearly 
eight per cent of the popula- 
tion. Sri Irinka ns account for 
more than two thirds of the 
maids while the rest are from 
India, Bangladesh, Indonesia 
and Philippines. 

Under the new rules, to be 
enforced on Sept. 1, any ex- 
patriate seeking a visa for a 
housemaid must produce a 
certificate proving his mon th- 
is at least 6,000 
($1,635). 

Employers should also pay 
a tax to the government 
amounting to the annual sal- 
ary of then maids, according 
to the new regulations, car- 


ried by the official news agen- 
cy WAM. 

“Previously any person 
could bring in a housemaid 
without a salary certificate or 
paying taxes,” a UAE official 
said. 

“The new measures are 
intended to curb the flow of 
housemaids into our country 
after a sharp increase in their 
numbers. There is no doubt 
such measures will be effec- 
tive as a lot of people arc 
below that salary." 

The new rules also intro- 
duced restrictions on the en- 
try of the families of fore- 
igners, who account for more 
than 90 per cent of the 
700,000 workforce and 
around 80 per cent of the 
population. 

An employee seeking to 
bring in bis family should 
have a monthly salary of at 
least 4,000 dirhams ($1,090). 


while existing rue Is tipulate 
a salary of 3,000 dirhams 
($817). 

Only doctors anc nurses, 
engineers, lawyers, t aciiers, 
oil employees, army . fficers, 
businessmen and alified 

staff will be granted ^as for 
their families unde: : new 

rules. 

Housemaid re- uent 

offices, whic ave 

mushroomed over ' .. past 
five years, said the y . petted 
the new measures 1 ■» hit their 
business. 

A manager of or e of the 
offices said many of tbeir 
customers were medium in- 
come people, who do not 
earn more than the sum spe- 
cified by the new laws. 

“This means our business 
will plummet by more than 
half even if we slash our 
prices,” be told AFP. “I am 
afraid some offices could be 


forced to ciose." 

UAE officials have often 
complained about growing 
reliance on domestic servants 
because of tbeir different 
traditions and culture. 

They have issued warnings 
of their effects on children 
saying many of the house- 
maids arc non-Muslim and 
□literate. 

Employment of house- 
maids was virtually non- 
existent in the Gulf before oil 
was struck and brought im- 
mense wealth to the desert 
region. It enabled the UAE 
to have one of the highest per 
capita income in die world, 
standing at around $18,000 in 
1993. 

A housemaid earns be- 
tween 8100 and $300 a month 
in the UAE and the new rules 
set the minimum salary at 400 
dirhams ($109). 


Syria expects 5% rise in cotton output 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s 
cotton output is expected to 
increase by five per cent over 
last year to reach about 
680,000 tonnes in 1994, an 
official spokesman said. 

The total includes seeds, 
which usually constitute ab- 
out 60 per cent of tbe weight. 

All Dairi, deputy director 
of tbe cotton department at 
the ministry of agriculture, 
told Reuters over 160,000 
tonnes of ginned output 
would be exported, mainl y to 


Italian, French and German 
customers. 

He said Syria exported ab- 
out 158,000 tonnes of ginned 
cotton in 1993. Exports in 
1992 were 127,000 tonnes. 

Mr. Dairi said 196,000 hec- 
tare were planted cotton, 
mainly in northern Syria. 
Output has averaged over 

600.000 tonnes a year in the 
1990s, from a little below 

500.000 in the 1980s. he 
added. 

Mr. Dairi said demand is 


strong for Syria’s cotton on 
the world market, but output 
cannot be increased signifi- 
cantly. 

“The area planted with 
cotton cannot be increased to 
the government’s economic 
and agricultural priority plans 
which also include other basic 
products such as cereals and 
beets,” be explained. 

Syria has 14 government 
spinning plants which supply 
the public and private sec- 
tors. 


They consume about 
50,000 tonnes of ginned cot- 
ton a year. 

Industry sources and trad- 
ers say Syria is rfiOTiMing tbe 
possibility of allowing tbe pri- 
vate sector to engage in spin- 
ning. 

“Syria is losing a lot of 
money by exporting ginned 
cotton only. Spinning it local- 
ly would provide tbe country 
with higher profits," one 
trader said. 


Vietnam aims to limit dollar’s use 


HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam is 
to restrict die use of the U.S. 
dollar and force firms to de- 
posit foreign currency in 
bank accounts as a way of 
drawing money out from 
under mattresses and into the 
Country’s formal financial 
system. 

Under regulations ordered 
by Prime Minister Vo Van 
Bet, from Oct. 1 all foreign 
currency earned by com-, 
panics will have to lie depo- 
sited in authorised bank 
accounts, with most of it 
being converted into Viet- 
namese dong, the official 
press said Tuesday. 


Businesses that now charge 
for their services in dollars 
wiQ be forced to accept dong, 
with only duty free shops at 
airports taking foreign cur- 
rency, die report said. 

Other businesses will be 
made to use the local curren- 
cy for transactions and only 
companies authorised by tbe 
central bank will be able to 
lend, trade or transfer foreign 
currency. 

But Western economists 
warned that Vietnam could 
not wean people off the dol- 
lar by legislating trust in its 
currency but rather needed to 
bu3d faith in the financ i al 


and banking system to draw 
in more money. 

“It’s a good idea for Viet- 
nam to regain some control 
over die currency but its 
going to take two- to- three 
years to work this through,” 
said one economist. 

The moves come after De- 
puty Prime Minister Pham 
Van Khai told the National 
Assembly in May that die 
government wanted to re- 
duce tbe use of foreign cur- 
rency in the economy to get a 
tighter grip on monetary poli- 
cy and inflation. 

They are also aimed at 
bringing more money into the 


banking system to be mobil- 
ised for domestic investment, 
but few believe Vietnam can 
quickly achieve its aim of 
ending the use of dollars in 
the local economy. 

“fit’s a way of grabbing 
some of the black market 
money floating around but 
for this to continue people 
really need to develop trust in 
the banking system,” tbe eco- 
nomist sard. “People don’t 
trust banks and only tune will 
change that” 

Most Vietnamese prefer to 
keep their saving, estimated 
at upwards of $3 billion in 
gold or dollars. 


North Korea changing trading system 

SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea is changing the way it 
trades with capitalist coun- 
tries, shifting from barter- 
based deals to cash, a senior 
official told a South Korean 
n e w sp ap er. 

“North Korean trade offi- 
cials decided to completely 
change their way of trading 
with foreign countries and its 
trading system has already 
begun to change,” Kim Tao- 


Jong, a senior member of tbe 
Workers’ Party, said in an 
interview with the Munhwa 
Bbo. 

The Seoul newspaper 
quoted Mr. Kim as saying 
Pyongyang would accelerate 
its change to a capitalist-style 
settlement system using cash 
or credit for active interna- 
tional trading. 

Mr. Kim's remarks were 
made in Malaysia where he 


was chief delegate to the first 
East Asian Younger Leaders' 
Congress, it said. 

He said Pyongyang's 
change had been prompted 
by the collapse of its fonner 
socialist allies in eastern 
Europe, but did not explain 
bow the reclusive state would 
overcome its shortage of 
foreign exchange to make tbe 
payments. 


North Korea has refused to 
open its dosed economy de- 
spite chronic energy and food 
shortages caused largely by 
inability to meet demands for 
hard cash. 

Pyongyang is also ready to 
open Knmkang (diamond) 
Mountain as a special tourist 
zone where "foreigners can 
visit without visas, he said in 
the interview. 


EU single 
currency 
plans still 
on track, 
but tests 
ahead 

BRUSSELS (R) — More 
than one year after the crisis 
that bad many pundits play- 
fog tbe last post for the Euro- 
pean Union's (EU) single 
currency plans, the project is 
still alive and kicking but it 
feces untold tests ahead, eco- 
nomists say. 

Most of the member cur- 
rendes of the exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM) are now 
back wi thin tbeir former 2.25 
or six per cent fluctuation 
bands despite tbe fact that for 
the past 12 months they have 
been allowed to bounce 15 
per cent either side of central 
rates. 

For most of the last nine 
months they have also shown 
a degree of stability that is 
remarkable when compared 
to die gyrations that pre- 
ceded the crisis decision by 
EU finance ministers before 
dawn on Aug. 2 last year 

“We have had more stabil- 
ity over the past year. The 
real thing that has helped has 
been the European recov- 
ery " economist Peter Barrie 
of BZW in London said by 
telephone. 

“But there are still some 
structural problems that per- 
sist, and they could cause 
problems in the future,” he 
pointed out. 

Faring national finances 
that are still out of control in 
most countries and taking last 
December’s white paper on 
jobs and economic growth 
from the European Commis- 
sion as a cue, all EU states 
have begun tackling their 
labour market laws and social 
security systems. But prog- 
ress is patchy. 

“Real convergence is still 
very far away ” Peter Praet, 
chief economist of Belgium's 
Generate de Banque said re- 
cently. “Economic cycles are 
still - not synchronised in 
Europe.” 

With the first single curren- 
cy deadline of Jan. 1, 1997 
fast approaching in macro- 
economic terms, politicians 
and central bankers alike 
have all started emphasising 
stability, low inflation and 
tbe need to contain national 
finances. 

Most economists agree 
that, for the time being at 
least, inflation does not seem 
to be a threat but that still- 
rising government debts and 
deficits. 

“I believe there will be a 
testing of die 15 per cent 
(ERM) bands as markets 
focus increasingly on 1996 
and there are attempts to get 
budget deficits down to three 
per cent (of gross domestic 
product),” Mr. Praet said. 


China pledges no more tax 
breaks for state enterprises 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
has pledged to damp down 
on unauthorised tax breaks to 
the state sector, with an offi- 
cial placing efforts to boost 
central revenue above those 
to bail out “teetering” enter- 
prises, a report has said. 

State Taxation Administra- 
tion Vice Minister Xiang 
Huaichang told a conference 
that the breaks for tbe loss- 
making state sector were not 
allowed under the new tax 
system which since January 
has stipulated a uniform rate 
for domestic enterprises, the 
China Daily Business Weekly 
said. 

“China will no longer bail 
out its teetering state -owned 


enterprises by granting end- 
less tax breaks,” Mr. Xiang 
said. 


Previously, state-owned 
firms enjoyed various kinds 
of preferential treatment, in- 


cluding being allowed to re- 
pay bank loans before being 
taxed and were being let off 
paying levies when running in 
the red, the report said. 

Despite the new rules, loc- 
al govern meot have since 
January continued to grant 
unauthorised breaks to enter- 
prises in their area, it said. 

With about half of China’s 
200,000 state enterprises los- 
ing money, the sector’s tax 

arrears hit more than 16.3 
billion yuan (51.87 billion) by 
tiie end of June, it said. 

“If we continue to give tax 
breaks to those losing money, 
tiie new tax system would be 
eroded and there woud be no 
room for fail play,” said Mr.* 
Xiang, adding that the impact 
on state revenue would be 
“even worse.” 

fin the first half of the year, 
national tax revenues totalled 
192,943 yuan, up 22.6 per 
cent, while expenditure rose 


27 per cent to 197,329 yuan 
for a favourable balance of 
516 million yuan. 

But Mr. Xiang said many 
problems remained* hi im- 
plementing the new system, 
aimed at boosting state re- 
venue by replacing Beijing's 
contractual deal with provin- 
cial authorities with an 
assignment system based on 
clearly defined central and 
local tax categories. 

Mr. Xiang said conflicts of' 
interest between central and 
local governments needed 
“special attention,” adding 
that the state was considering 
ways to ensure a legitimate 
rise in local income to help 
curb unauthorised activities. 

Besides illegal tax breaks, 
other problems include wide- 
spread sales of fake VAT 
invoices and rampant tax 
dodging by individuals, he 
said. 


New Russia commission to 
examine corporate debts 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia is 
setting up a special commis- 
sion to investigate the plague 
of unpaid bills afflicting every 
sector of its ailing economy. 

Postfactum News Agency 
said that the commission 
would be headed by First 
Deputy Prime Minister Oleg 
Soskovets, who would report 
daily to the president and the 
prime minister on tbe pay- 
ments situation and on mea- 
sures being taken. 

Non-payments have be- 
come a major problem for 
thousands of Russian firms. 
Companies leave bills unpaid 
in the hope that the govern- 
ment will bail them out. 
Others say they cannot afford 
to pay because they have not 
been paid by their own cus- 
tomers. 

Tbe issue has been set to 
one side for months while 
officials work out whether 
they need to act. 

Reformers warn tiiat any 
attempt to forgive debts or 
cushion tbe blow for ailing 
firms would unleash a new 
inflationary spiral just as 
prices starting to stabilise. 

Some conservatives say 
companies need extra help, 
although debt forgiveness 
does not appear to be on the 
agenda now. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said State Industrial Commit- 
tee Chairman Igor Shurchkov 
had told a government meet-* 
mg prices should be frozen 
for several months to allow 
enterprises to solve their pay- 
ments problems. 

The government meeting 
believed authorities should 
play a key role in fixing prices 
for transport and fuel, TASS 
said. 

The government last year 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 


MEV, look, everybody! 

THIS KID BROUGHT A 

BOWLINS BALL TO CAMP! 


UWATARE YOU 60NNA 
DO WITH THE BOWLINS 
BALL, KID 7 



Matin’ Jeff 



SOONEROR LATER 
I’M GONNA HIT 1T.'- 
I'LLTRy A NINE 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“My belly is big because it loves 
you and it just wants to be 
closer to you!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

|4t> by Henri Arnold and Mtke Argtrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to Iwm 

lour ordinary words. 


CREMY 




| 

□ 


DROAR 

HI 


FORREV 

~ni 



B 

RANEY 




WHAT THE BOARDER 
WITH TH= LONS 
SsAGH BECAME 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


fW,,a " are: IJLLII YU 


Yesterday's 


(Answere tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AISLE MADAM UMPID BISECT 

Answer. What the lawmakers dd at dinner 

PASSED THE Bia 


suggested companies could 
swap tbeir debts for a form of 
promissory notes which 
would have to be repaid with- 
in three months. 

But Postfactum said cen- 
tral bank chairman Viktor 
Gerashchenko had rejected 


this proposal. 

“Promissory notes will not 
solve the problem,” he told 
the government meeting. “If 
the final consumer is not able 
to pay, all circulation of 
bonds in the system would 
stop.” 


YOU’LL BE 
HYPNOTIZED. 

Wear our gems in 
unique gold designs. . 


g&DAJANl’S 

JEWELLERS 

6th Circle - Amman. 



Marriott opens 
new garden 


On Tuesday, Aug. 9, 1994, 
J. Richard Lyon, the gener- 
al manager of the Amman 
Marriott Hotel, and Rolf 
CapeUraazm, the director 
of food & beverage opened 
the new Marriott Garden. 
A big reception was held 
on this occasion, attended 
by many customers and in- 
house guests. 


Tbe “garden provides - 'fo 
its guests a very relaxing 
ambiance whereby they can 
enjoy different types of de- 
licious food from around 
the world to the sound of 
oud, and not forgetting the 
famous argfleh. 

The garden is open daily 
from 7 p.m. until midnight. 


Horoscope not received 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Classify 
5 Comedienne 
Martha 
9 Snip pote 
« Layer 

15 o'clock 
scholar" 

16 Dross style 

17 Soprano 
Frances of New 
Zealand 

f B Fairy tale gtit 

50 Fork- ufieo bird 

21 Buiicnng wing 

22 Unpretentious 

23 Budd 

25 Navigational 
system 

27 Kay or James 

29 Proved upon 

30 On one's toes 
34 Auricle 

36 Some 
Europeans 

38 Muscat native 

39 “A — " (Stanley 
KubnckSm) 
Waters 

43 Cordage fiber 

44 Teutonic: ahbr. 
<5 Mowing 

48 Spasm 
47 Cany 
4B Rake® 

51 wtiitfled away 
54 Starry 
satinet 

60 Spec* 

61 Ansaxota 

63 Soon 

64 French maid 

65 Mental suftanng 

66 Camera eye 

67 Fencing swords 

68 Concept 
60 Existence 

DOWN 

1 Assert 

2 TanAar 

3 "My hive is Hhe 
a — " (Bums) 

4 Hypnotic 
State 

5 Fury 

6 Coral reel 



M'Htanmnaa 


7 ■■Or- 
thoroughfare 

8 finale 

9 Drawing roam 

10 Trudge 

11 Mat baag 

12 Signs 

13 Criterion 
19--0W 

cowhand" 

24 Chores 
26 Hazards 
28 Unused 

30 Wine cup 

31 Fru« 

32 "Povk - 
playwright 

33 Dock 

34 US saieflite 
•» Steep l*« ~ 

37 Varnish 
mgreoenr 

38 Lowest deck 

40 Average grade 

41 Grain 
46 High 

*8 Mexican cash 


YmenhYs Ptedt Sohm 


nnirin oonnn nnnn 
□□no rannnm nnnn 
nnanannaan nnnn 
nnonano ancnnnn 
M one nnnn 
nnaanna nnnnrnnn 
□nan cinnnn nnnn 
one nno aca 
nnnn 

□QBnrana annnann 
nri {3onn ana 
□annana aanoona 
nnara mnraonnn.jnn 
nano nnann enar 
□□bh rerunnn non n 


48 Infants 
50 Advance 
furtively 

52 Short Jackets 

53 Compact 

54 French 
ecclesiastic 


55 SptHsqu 
careless 

56 Melody 

57 Auberioi 
TV 

59 On men 
62 Oriental 
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Coffee prices tumble as speculators take profits 


Xian S said m 
“gained :*?' 
lhe n ™ 
yin* 

placing nT? n 

h“5!3? 
r >i. es w pjv 

, 5 en, h a Z iI 

Zzr z 
3?. £ 

svs£5 : 

.ncomefe 
£ aI tax break 

vs*® 

i f fake Vat 
. ^mpant ! 
".aividuals, ^ 


Ponno 

Pwtt d* M»fc 

Swiss fi»C 

Frf dt franc 

j -p.~w Vat • 

Ewapem Currant Unit 


Mew /ail: 
Cto-ie 

‘“-S /S/94 

Tcvjc 

Close. 

mm 

1.5395 

1.5393 

1.SS25 

1.5SS3 

1.3350 

1.3365 

5.4195 

5-4380" 

101.50 

701.43 

1.207* 

7.2039" 


LONDON (R) — Coffee 
prices, recently propelled to 
SVi-year hi&hs by wo severe 
frosts in Brazil, slumped 
Tuesday as speculators gam- 
bled on warmer weather and 
took profits. 


But traders said the under- 
lying market tone would stay 
very firm because manufac- 
turers were waiting to buy up 
.coffee as prices drifted lower. 

On the London futures 
market, coffee for November 


AMKfLN PINAKCIAL KMUCXT 
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okuiz iouhztt sun iki 3 -:sr ran r-jsmxjr c*/zarisi* 
rocrsnK: srssias 


cgkpjot's rare 
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5.78 

5.25 

7.93 

2.06 

5 .61 i 

5.81 



6.00 


fun- 1 -— 1 L Wd ram &* m nrnai. rundlnc li Dibn immor oqnnakJB. 

Cmcral Bank of Jonton Exchras* Roto BnOadn 




Bahraini Dinar 


Utanese Lira ‘ 


Saudi Rival 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


Omni R|yal 


UAE Dirham 


Grade DrachfRa^ 


Cypriot Ponod 


7.4500 


0.040465 


0.7853' 


2.3050 


9/S/ 1994 


Offer 


1 .04 


0.047875 


0.1062 


£.3450 




delivery was down $194 to 
$3,195 per tonne at midday 
after dropping $160 Monday 
and following sharp over- 
night losses in New York. 

It is now 22 per cent below 
a recent 8^-year high of 
$4,085 reached in early July 
after the second heavy frost 
this summer ravaged coffee 
plantations in Brazil, the 
world's biggest producer. 

“The market is very edgy 
at the moment,'’ said one 
trader, adding that the roas- 
ters (manufacturers) were 
still staying away as specula- 
tors and investment funds li- 


quidated positions. 

“Nevertheless. prices are 
starting to look more attrac- 
tive to the roasters and thev 
won't want to be caught off 
guard again (as they were bv 
soaring prices after the Brazi- 
lian frosts)** he noted. 

Receding fears of further 
cold weather in Brazil have 
contributed to this week’s 
price declines, though Traders 
said it was too early to de- 
clare its frost season over. 

One trader said the worry 
in Brazil now was not so 
much frosts as dry weather, 
which could compound the 


damage already done to the 
crop. "'They need rain in the 
□ext couple of weeks or else 
the crop could suffer even 
more," he said. 

Technically, the market 
looks vulnerable to further 
selling pressure, with the 
November contract possibly 
falling as low as $3,000, trad- 
ers said. Even if it did go that 
low. however, it would still 
be 52 per cent above its pre- 
frost levels. 

A more immediate indica- 
tor for the market will be the 
U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture’s report on frost damage 


due to be published Friday. Jf 
Traders said they expected 
this first independent report 
to give a more conservative 
assessment of the damage i 
than the Brazilian govern- * 
roent’s recent forecast. 

Brazil has put the loss to its ,* 
1995/96 crop caused by the f f 
frosts at 11 million 60-blog- 
ramme bags,' giving a harvest ^ 
of 15.7 million bags. 

Even if prices continue to * n 
come off tneir recent highs. ^ 
however, consumers are un- 
likely to see any benefits as 
manufacturers pass on higher ^ 
costs to the retailers. 


Analyst criticises Japanese money bosses 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — change their ways, said progresses. In the 8Us we good financial performance, 
Janan's maior financial in- Eugene Dattel. who had thought the Japanese were Mr Dane! said. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
Japan's major financial in- 
stitutions are living in a time 
warp, and have not learned 
the often costly lessons of 
their forays into the interna- 
tional market in the 1980s. a 
financial analyst said 
Mondav. 

“They don’t understand 
that there is a problem," and 
until they do. they will not 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. S1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3771/81 

1.5857/67 

1.7815/25 

1.3375/85 

32.65/69 

5.4352/02 

1586.3/7.8 

101.41/51 

7.7507/07 

6.9265/15 

6.2398/48 

$1.5360/70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $377.25/377.75 


Ajar* 


change their ways, said 
Eugene Dattel. who had 
more than 10 years experi- 
ence of the Japanese market 
with Salomon Brothers and 
Morgan Stanley. 

“Toyota builds a bad car 
and nobody buys it: Mitsu- 
bishi Bank builds a bad 
(financial) product and 
they're still in business,” Mr. 
Dattel said. “Everybody 


H . 

SHEPHERD 
l_Ave Band 


progresses. In the 80s we 
thought the Japanese were 
invincible... then we assumed 
that the Japanese can adapt.” 
But while this is true of the 
manufacturing sector, this 
was not true' of the major 
financial instirutions, which 
are more concerned with 
maintaining a good rela- 
tionship with the all-powerful 
ministry of finance than a 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lonnge 
and Outside Terrace 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For i*nore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TcL 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 
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^ Cafe* 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE' 



THE 

ADKSPBEKB 

(mins 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
MondayiJJ rinks 


dous Snack s 
ax. 617779 




^ / Restaurant 

Lunch A Dtnnar 
7 riayn a wboK 

Exijoy Our Salaotton of - . 

SEA FOOD 

Tel 1 6S0093/4 Fax: 833864 

[HshaeisamNear Babicfae |7j”j 

■ II Anwnan - Joiden Mel 




tQRftNY 


lyptoH 




DAIMITEL 

,u^«|l|ls 


Amman - Tel. 6Q71_93 
ROBot 9403 - Fax 602431 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

htoaHMAmeeFor 

EkpitnmStpn 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yairnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estaie. near Kilo 
Supermarket 


D Friday only 
Tel: 118214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00 - 3-30 p.m 
630 - Nfidmght 

Air Conditioned Hall > 


8 1 6690 
863944 


t_ <i Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 




Easgsnsa: 


Takm mmay b wflafck 

Sh$t Al-Arab Street 
Urn utmbah Ca r mm da l Cantn 

TaL: 881174 

face lasted AkMtfsuwcd, 


To Suit All 
Budgets 


IMunVIisaiidAwfBMls' 
In Amman. 

Rxfvthar detail pkasccaS 

SANABCL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 



The first 8 best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
AtHiyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 




Call tel 




SELECT HOTEL 


6 SmperiOT Hotel Services for 
iusjfessmcii & Families & its 

eGrEsGo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings ' • 
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S1VDIO HAW 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

ate 30% targor 

* From oa largo- 

mmttt 20 x 30 cm 


ymrrxzt] 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Professional Technicians 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 

t Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Opan i 
NoantoWdnfflM 
swmtuinBW** I 



Suwmfiah Tel. 827105 


Shncsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 - 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Phone 604^71 


Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandwi c hes 
O^Hambura^; 

Seated 

Take -A- way 

R Staeurai-TcL/OA^TA ■ 


Bl Electrolux 


This poor performance in ■ , 
the financial sector is a drag . j 
on the economy and "it 
penalises us because a slug- • | 
gish Japanese economj| ere- 
ates major trade deficits” and 
contributes to "an artificially , 
high level for the yen.” 

Commercial j 
Union buys :• 

France’s ^ 

Groupe =* 

Victoire 
for £1.5b 

LONDON (AFP) — Bri ->r 
tain's leading insurer. Com--* 
mercial Union (C.U). said 
Tuesday it had agreed to buy 
French" counterpart Groupe 
Victoire for £1.5 billion ->t 
($2.25 billion) or 12.5 billion 
francs from Cie de Suez «t 

The purchase will induilc - 
approximately SOU million 
Francs expected to be paid in ? 
the first naif of 1995. * 

C.U. said it would raise 
cash for the purchase through H 
a one-for-eight nghts issue at ?J 
475 pence per share to bring «o 
in £322 million net of ex- 
penses. The 69.7-million-.t 
share issue is not conditional m 
on completion of the acquisi- *ur 
tion. 

In addition, C.U. said it 
had agreed to place 20.8 mil-* 
lion shares-, with France's** 
Societe Generale bank at*i 
533.89 pence per share to., 
raise approximately £111.2..- 
million. 

Societe Generale. which H 
already owns some three perV 
cent of C.U.’s share captal, * 
will tlien hold approximately 
six per cent of C.U.'s en- '• 
larged ordinary share capital. ~ 

Victoire’s life business. 
Abeille Vie, is France's sixth 
largest life insurer with a , 
market share of around five ; 
per cent. Abeille Assurance, ■ ' 
the general insurance busi- '• 
ness, is France's eleventh 
largest general insurer with a 
marker share of around three 1 
per cent. ^ 

When it entered into exclu- . 
sive negotiations with Suez in ~ 
June, C.U. estimated the net ■"* 
assets to be acquired would " 
amount to about 9.5 billion 
francs, of which 1.2 billion J 
was from the life assurance 
business and two billion 
francs from net cash ba- * 
lances. ^ 

C.U. said the acquisition 
would dilute earnings per 
share in 1994 and 1995. out 
"with an improving trend 
thereafter." 

Payment for the purchase 
will be around 11.9 billion 
French francs cash and by 
issuing 13.1 million new C.U. 
shares to Suez. 

Separately. C.U. reported 
tripled first-half results at 
£181 million compared to £66 
million for the first six 
months of 1993. Total pre- 
mium income was £3,084 bil- 
lion compared with £3.037 
billion. 

C.U. which employs 9.418' 
people, reported higher eam- n 
mgs per snare at 22.5 pence 
compared to 7.3 pence, but a 
reduced dividend at 10.25 
pence from 15.10 pence. This 
was to allow a higher di- 
vidend at the end of the year. 
C.U. said. 

The company draws 70 per 
cent of its revenue from 
general insurance and 30 per 
cent from life assurance. 

In 1993, Victoire reported 
consolidated net profits of 3.5 
billion francs, but 2.5 billion 
came from the sale of assets. 

C.U. believes "the French 
insurance market offers good 
growth opportunities, espe- 
cially in * life and pensions- 
products,” adding it has! 
"high regard for Groups Vic-, 
toire and its management." 

In June. Suez said the 
croup would make a capital 
loss on the sale of just over 
one billion francs but that its 
1994 income from non-recur- 
ring items would nevertheless 
still be positive because of 
gains on other operations. 

On the London Stock Ex<i] 
change, C.U. was up 13 1 
pence to 565, but on the Paris' 
bourse, Suez shares eased 4U! 
centimes to 268.10 francs. • 
































































































Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 1994 



Greece burn hosts Canada at 
World Basketball Championships 


, TORONTO (AFP) — 
: v Greece took one of their 
greatest victories late Mon- 

* day, shrugging off their 
. .coach's resignation to delight 

a partisan crowd by beating 
■ . the host nation at the World 
Basketball Championships. 

Fanis Christodoulo scored. 
'■ 26 points, polled down 10 
rebounds and recovered a 
key turnover in the final 
„ seconds to spark Greece past 
. Canada 74^71 in a quarterfin- 
' al round-robin game. 

. Greek coach Eftbimis 
: Kioumourtzogiou quit just 
before the tournament began 
in a filed with players. Assis- 
- . tant Makis Dedrinos has 
. - guided the club since. 

-- “Regardless of the ups and 
(towns before, we managed 
to achieve one of our greatest- 
victories.” Dedrinos said. 
“After the unfortunate inci- 
dent. we put our hearts 
. together and focused on our 
_ goals." 

“I think he is celebrating 
along with us,” Dedrinos 
";said. “I'm only following his 
'path. This is the team he 
selected. His blessings and 
- - best wishes will be with us the 
rest of the tournament.” 
y •- Greece took a major step 
« tq *the medal round by beat- 
< ing Canada, because both 
? were expected to beat China 
j but lose to Croatia in Group 
r II. 'games later this week. 

I Croatia routed China 105-73 
l in the other game here. 

r Quarterfinal action in the 
” other group was due to begin 
l late Tuesday with Russia 

* playing Puetro Rico and Au- 

* stratia facing the U.S. Dream 
r Team n. 

i Canada coach Ken Shields 
!; feared strong support from 
Toronto’s Greek community 



Stojan Vrankovte of Croatia sticks the ball into the ride of 
the biwkpi on a «i«n dnmfc as Tao Shan of China tries to 
Mock it during the second half of their World Basketball 
nMwphMMp at Maple Leaf Garden in Taranto Monday. 
Croatia beat China 105-73 (AFP photo) 


would give his foes the home 
crowd advantage and he was 
right. Greek flags outnum- 
bered those of the hosts by 
20-to-l among the crowd of 
11,083, with the loudest 
cheers going to Greece. The 
atmosphere was more like 


Athens than Canada’s largest 
city. 

“I guess they are proud of 
their heritage and they were 
cheering for their heritage 
more than their country,” 
Shields said. 

Rick Fox made consecutive 


3-point shots to pull Canada 
within 72-71 with 51 seconds 
to play. Martin Keane block- 
ed a shot by Eftbimis Bakat- 
sias in the final minute, but 
fox stumbled and lost the ball 
to Christodoulo, setting up a 
fial dunk by FassouJas with 
six seconds to play. 

Kory Hallas scored 20 to 
lead Canada. Fox added 17. 
Panagiotis Fassoulas added 
18 points and eight rebounds 
for Greece. 

Dino Rajda scored 23 
points, all in the first half, 
while Arijan Komazec added 
22 points in Croatia’s 
’triumph. China trailed 61-41 
at half-time. 

“We expected much stron- 
ger resistance.” Croatia’s 
Xosip Vrankovic said. 
“Maybe they didn't have a 
good day as a team. We were 
excellent.” 

Toni Kukoc had 15 assists, 
two more than the Chinese 
team, and 13 points. Hu 
Wektong sank 9-of-14- 3-point 
shots to finish with 31 points, 
but his impressive long-range 
shooting was not enough to 
keep China in the game. 

“Shooting is oly one part of 
the game. Yon must have the 
other parts," Croatia coach' 
Guiseppe Gierga said. 

Dream Team n centre sha- 
quille O’Neal took a front- 
row seat beneath a basket for 
both games. He received a 
prime view of Radji and Kukoc 
dunking and jamming borne 
shots past the outmanned 
Chinese. But Komazec said 
Shaq has not see the ' best of 
Croatia. 

“I didn't think China cpuld 
stay with os,” said Komazec, 
whose team faces Canada 
Wednesday. “Now 1 think 
the real games come and we 
will show our quality.” 


Baseball 

strike 

looks 

certain 

NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
strike looks set to start Friday 
after lawyers acting for base- 
ball players and owners failed 
to reach an agreement on 
capping salaries. 


le strike goes ahead, it 
will be the eighth stoppage in 
22 years. Owners asked For a 


salary cap in 1985 and 1990 
but tben withdrew after un- 
ion opposition. 

Speaking for the manage- 
ment, negotiator Richard 
Ravitch said: ‘‘I don’t want to 
spark any unrealistic optim- 
ism, but when you’re in a 
situation like this, I wouldn’t 
dare predict what’s going to 
happen between now and 
Friday. 

“That doesn't mean I think 
the fairy godmother will de- 
scend with a solution." 

Fehr said he hoped to con- 
vince management to make a 
proposal similar to the collec- 
tive bargaining arrangements 
that have existed since 1976. 

On a' possible 
Ravitch said: “Do I 
baseball players are rigid 
ideologically about this? fm 
not so sure.” 

“This doesn't have the air 
of a dispute that’s going to 
settle,” Fehr said. “This has 
the air of a dispute the own- 
ers are intent on forcing. 
They’ve expected a strike 
since long before they put 
their proposal on the table.” 

He said the only sign of 
hope was that executive 
council chairman Bud Selig 
backed off the claim that 19 
teams would lose money this 
year, saying the minimum 
number was 12-to-14. 


Jordi Cruyff hoping to follow 
the mythical steps of Johan 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Celebrating ins 20-year rela- 
tionship with Spanish cham- 
pion FC Barcelona last year, 
coach and soccer ace Johan* 
Cruyff said his one dream 
then was for his son Jordi to 
play on the dub’s first team. 

Less than a year later, 20- 
year-old Jordi appears on the 
threshold of bringing that 
dream true. Six goals m two 
games made him Barcelona’s 

top scorer on its recent pre- 
season tour of his native 
Netherlands. 

“Cruyff and Cruyff: The 
new tandem” said the front- 
page headline of the * 
Barcelona-based El PeriodS- 
co while the rest of Spain’s 
newspapers ran laudatory re- 
ports on foe budding midfiel- 
der. 

Many observers even 
noted that foe su ccess of Jor- 
di alongside new Romanian 
signing Gbeorghe Hagi had 


made Johan Cruyff and his 
dub forget their bitter feel- 
ings over the errant ways of 
Br azilian ace Romano who 
has foiled to return to Barce- 
lona since iris team won the 
World Cup. 

Jordi teamed up with Hagi 
to score three times in Barce- 
lona 5-5 draw against Gro- 
ningen and netted another 
treble in foe 4-1 win over De 
Graafschap last week. 

But the young Cruyff has 
been careful not to let foe 
glory zoom to his head. 

“We must’nt exaggerate, 
I’ve demonstrated that* I 
known something, but now I 
want to be left atone to show 
I can do more,” he said. 

But he frequent whistles 
and boos with which the 
young Dutchman was greeted 
eveiytime he got foe ball 
demonstrated clearly how 


tough it is being foe son of 
one of Europe’s most 
talented footballers and suc- 
cessful coaches. 

“The surname has weighed 
heavily,” the long blond- 
haired, player said in a recent 
interview. “Especially at the 
beginning... Whenever I got 
onto the pitch, people would 
say Hook that’s Cruyff’s son, 
foe teacher’s pet” 

On the one hand, Dutch 
fens often chide him for play- 
ing in Spain while Spaniards 
' their digs in because he’s 

coach’s son. 

Bora in Amsterdam, Jordi 
began following in his 
father’s mythical footsteps by 
playing in foe juvenile teams 
of that city’s famed Ajax 
dub, then coached by his 
father. But when Cruyff 
senior dedded to return as 
coahc to his former dub Bar- 
celona, Jordi went too. 

In six yean Jordi has risen 
steadily through the ranks to 
become a permanent starter 
for Barcelona ‘B’. But his 
recent performance for the 
first team in foe friendly 
games indicates it won’t be 
long till he’s a permanent 
starter there, too. 

. Barcelona confirmed its 
confidence in the young star 
lari year tty si g nin g him for 
four years in ins first profes- 
sional contract. “I wasn’t 
going to let him get away,” 


dub chairman Josep Unis 
Nunez said at foe time. 

On foe pitch he’s proved to 
have inherited at least some 
of the exquisite technical 
footwork and imaginative 
midfield passing of the elder 


Cruyff who has all the major 
dub trophies both as a player 
and a coach. 

The young Cruyff’s one 
apparent weakness is his 
slight build, which has made 
him easy prey for aggressive 
defenders. 

Club officials say Jordi, 
who measures 1.84 metres 
and weighs just 70 kilogram- 
mes, needs to be beefed up 
and have placed him on a 
special diet. 

His father, although 
obviously jubilant as his son’s 
5 , is cautious about 


Tm not going to put him 
out in front of 100,000 specta- 
tors for them to tear him 
apart because he’s not pre- 


pared,” J- 
Periodico 


Johan Cruyff tol 


The son, too, is prepared 
to ber patient and let his 
father call foe shots. 

“I understand he has a 
difficult task with me,” he 
.said. “While he may be 
proud of me as a player, I 
think he has to hide it a little 
because of the others. I think 
he knows how to differe n tiate 
between son and player.” 


Becker finding his way again 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Boris Becker wants to find 
his old game. The game that 
featured booming serves, 
acrobatic dives and driving 
volleys, the game be used to 
win Wimbledon as a 17-year- 
okL The game that made him 
the worlds no. 1 player three 
years ago. 

At 26, Becker finds himself 
making a comeback. He 
-hasn’t reached a Grand Slam 
final the lari two years after 
being a fixture in the major 
finals since 1987. He even 
skipped foe Australian and 
French Opens this year. 

But slowly, he’s finding his 
way again. 

He was a semifinalist at 
Wimbledon lari month. And 
the surest sign that Becker’s 
game is back on track came 
Sunday in the Los Angeles 
Open final. 

He swept past Mark 
Woodforde of Australia 6-2, 
6-2 in 55 minutes to win foe 
40th title of his 10-year pro 
career. 

Becker won’t have it so 
easy playing in this week's 
SI. 7 million ATP cham- 
pionship in Cincinnati, port 
of an intensive preparation 


for the U.S. Open beginning 
Aug. 29. 

“I have a strong desire 
again to compete with the. 
lies of (Pete) Sampras,” he 
said. “I almost can’t wait 
until the U.S- Open begins 
because I’m in good form and 
Fm eager to play.” 

Becker likes to point out 
that be never really went 
away these last few years. He 
just wasn't winning as often 
because his heart and mind 
were on family matters. He 
got married to Barbara Feltus 
and the couple has a young 
sou, Noah. 

“For some reason it didn't 
fit in the picture that a man 
took time out to dear his 
private life," the German ace 
said. “It just seemed like a 
surprise to everybody that I 
did all those things.” 

Becker went through other 
changes, too. Last year, he 
parted ways with coach 
Gunther Bresnik and ended a 
10-year relationship with 
manager Ion Tiriac. 

“All those things took so 
much away from tennis and I 
knew that, but in order to 
have a life after 25 in tennis, I 
needed to make those moves. 


Otherwise, I probably 
wouldn’t be playing any- 
more,” he said. 

“You have the likes of 
(Bjorn) Borg or others who 
just stopped, lwbo couldn’t 
cope with those problems and 
I did it while I was playing 
tennis.” 

But at a price. 

He finished 1993 ranked 
11th, the first time in seven 
years that he dropped out of 
the world’s top 10. Tben in 
February, he fell to 14th, his 
lowest ranking since being 
20th in June 1965. 

Sunday's victory, his 
second title of foe year, 
moved him from llfo to 
eighth. 

Becker preferred juggling 
his new family and a full 
schedule of tournaments to 
taking time off the tour. 

“I have examples of (John) 
McEnroe and other who took 
six months or a year off and 
who never came back,” he 
said. “I knew that the risk of 
taking a long break and com- 
ing rack was much greater 
than just playing tourna- 
ment." 

Becker credits new coach 
Nick Bollettieri with motivat- 


ing him to spend extra hours 
in the weight room and on 
the practice court. 

“He’s just one of those few 
coaches who don’t depend on 
me,” he said. “Nick stands 
on his own. That was a very 
important foundation for our 
start. We’re both very inde- 
pendent characters.” 

That’s reflected in their dif- 
fering opinions about Beck- 
er’s weight. Bollettieri and 
Woodforde agreed that 
Becker had pat on some ex- 
tra pounds, slowing him 
around the court. 

Becker disagreed, saying, 
“I was never a skinny tittle 
boy. I was quite well-built.” 

Mostly though, pupil and 
coach have been happy since 
striking np an nnlikely 
alliance last January. 

“He’s getting his second 
wind,” Bollettieri said. “He’s 
a star. I love coaching him.” 

With his personal life set- 
tled, Becker is concentrating 
on his comeback and a single 
goal. 

“Just to be able, to com- 
pete with the best players 
again, just to be Boris Becker 
on the court," he said. 



'Boris Becker 


Simpson gets smaller 
' cell, heads to court 


Fatal falls highlight dangers of summer Alpine tourism 


GENEVA (AP) — The sun- 
baked Alps, which lure tens 
of thousands of aspiring 
mountaineers, are turning 
into a death trap for the 
unsuspecting and the ill- 
prepared. 

Within one week — the 
deadliest so far this summer 
— more than 20 people died 
in climbing accidents in 
Switzerland. France and Ita- 
ly. 

“It’s not the mountains 
that are more dangerous at 
this time of year, it’s people," 
commented Sepp Inderkum. 
rescue chief at the Swiss 
Alpine Gub. 

‘People have much less 


beautiful weather,” he 
added. 

During cool days in spring 
and autumn, foe peaks tend 
to attract dedicated climbers, 
who are well equipped and 
know to expect sudden 
changes in conditions. 

But at the height of the 
vacation period, “day tour- 
ists" take over. Many are 
unfamiliar with the route, re- 
luctant to rise at dawn to start 
long hikes, and poorly outfit- 
ted. 

“In most cases, people who 
we have to help either have 
very little experience or none 
at all,” said Armando Poli, 
president of Italian first aid 


respect for mountains in — corps. “A lot of them get 


injured and find themselves 
in trouble in easy situations 
like pathways through 
woods." 

An exceptionally hot sum- 
mer throughout Europe has 
melted foe ice layer even on 
the highest peaks. This has 
increased the risk of avalan- 
ches of loose snow and rock . 
slides. 

An avalanche on the 
French-side on the imposing 
Mont Blanc Mountain — the 
Alpinists' “European Mec- 
ca” — left nine people dead 
on July 29. Three people 
were killed in a fell Aug. 4 on 
the Italian part of the 4,807 
metre-high (15.782 feet) 
mountain, the tallest of the 


Alps. 

• Nine mountain visitors fell 
to their death during a 
national holiday weekend in 
Switzerland. A 74-year-old 
American woman, who stum- 
bled over a rock precipice 
and smashed into a dry 


stream bed 30 metres (100 
feet) below, was among the 
victims, as was a 39-year-old 
man wearing only sandals. 

Their names weren’t released 
by authorities. 

The worst incident occur- 


red when a rope-party of four 
Germans, equipped with ski 
poles rather than ^proper ice 
axes, slipped on foe Fnm- 
deuhom Mountain in foe 
central Swiss Alps after set- 
ting out when the sun bad 
made foe snow too soft. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Former football great OJ. 
Simpson has been moved to a 
smaller jail cell as his attor- 
neys try to make sure they 
have all foe prosecution’s evi- 
dence. 

. Lead defence attorney 
Robert Shapiro wanted to 
resolve his motions seeking 
access to telephone records 
and the backgrounds of 
potential witnesses at a hear- 
ing set for Jate. Tuesday. 

Alto before superior court 
judge Lance Ito were a pair 
up media motions involving 
coverage of the trial, and two 
motions that were sealed and 
their contents undisclosed. 

The defence opposes a bid 
by several news organisations 
to see photographs of foe 
murder scene and sealed 
transcripts of in-chambers 
conferences between the 
judge and lawyers. Defence 
attorneys said disclosing foe 
discussions could “shatter foe 
pnvatec lives of prospective 
witnesses and third parties... 
currently unknown to the 


In the second motion, a 
group of broadcast news 
organisations has petitioned 
foe judge to bar a defence 
lawyer from talking with 
print reporters in the cour- 
troom unless cameras and 


microphones monitor the 
conversations. 

Simpson is charged with 
murder in foe June 12 knife 
killings of his ex-wife Nicole. 
Brown Simpson and her 
friend Ronald Goldman. Pro- 
secutors have not yet derided 
whether to seek the death 
penalty. The trial is to begin 
Sept. 19. 

Other developments Mon- 
day: 

Authorities disclosed that 
Simpson was moved Friday 
from a cell on the second 
floor of the, Los Angeles 
county jail to foe ground 
floor of the same section in 
order to save overtime costs. 

Defendants in the special 
section reserved for high- 
profile defendants are 
aUowed.no contact with each 
other and can’t leave their 
cells, deputy Matthew Rodri- 
guez said. 

"Mr. Simpson is being 
housed within one cell on a 
row of seven cells. Each of 
the other cells is vacant,” 
Rodriguez said. 

“O.J. Simpson continues 
to receive his meals in his cell 
and he is periodically allowed 
to exercise alone on a station- 
ary bicycle. A public tele- 
phone is available to him 
during his exercise periods." 




Reyna signs for Leverkusen 


CHICAGO, Illinois (AFP) 
— America’s Claudio Reyna 
signed a one-year contract 
with Bundesliga contenders 
Bayer Leverkusen, the U.S. 
Football Federation 
announced (USSF) Monday. 

The 21-year-old midfielder 
was selected for foe USA in 
this year’s World Cup, but a 
hamstring injury just before 
the event kept him sidelined. 

"This is very exciting for 
me to have a chance to play 
in foe Bundesliga. This is a 
great opportunity to play 


with and against some of the 
top players in the world," said 
Rejyna, who wifi join U.S. 
teammate Thomas Dooley at 
Leverkusen. 

However, Reyna was look- 
ing to return to football in the 
USA once it had formed a 
professional league. 

“1 would love to be able to 
come back to the United 
States after foe Bundesliga 
season and participate in Ma- 
jor League Soccer. It has 
always been a dream of mine 
to nlav Drofpssinn a i soccer in 


FOR RENT 

Semi-villa 

furnished or unfurnished 

L&M Tel.: 695875 


FOR SALE 

Nissan Pathfinder 1993 
Full options/standard transmission 
Duty not paid. 

Call: 864-952 
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HW> TOE SVmamS- ‘DIF 
AMMAN IBACCAILAU1&2RA3K 3GBHH91L 

ORDAN BOOK CENTRE WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE 
*OU ON YOUR NEW ACADEMIC YEAR 1994/1995, AND 
ANNOUNCES THAT BOOKS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ALL 
FIELDS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR BUYING CENTRE. 

jrbc mnrsEm ttot Trans ibies^ pricks 

A7A1GLA1B2UE HH 'ME MARKET l 

COME AND VISIT US AND YOU WILL BE AMAZED WITH OUR 
PRICES AND WITH OUR UNIQUE SERVICE. 

'QTO &GAIL US IT'D SEETHE 

JBC, AMMAN - UNIVERSITY ROAD. TEL: 606882/676882 


GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished, 220m 2 , three bedrooms, 
living room, dining room, guest room, veranda, 2 
bathrooms, car-park, garden. Above Safeway 
Stores in Shmeisani. 

Tel. 661891, 605941 


( FOUND ITU 

Adham Real Estate is my aim to find the resident 
of which a time ago l was dreaming. Just phone 
or fax 640226 give budget and qualifications to 
find myself easy where I should be. 

Luxurious villas, palaces JD 100,000 - up to 
3,000.000 and in between. Thank you. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
_ CAR FOR SALE 

A fully-fumished apartment of an area of 250 square 
metres, in a modem building, consisting of three 
bedrooms, dining and sitting room, salon, two 
verandas, modem kitchen from oak-trees (fully- 
equipped) three bathrooms, maid room with a bath 
washing room, a special large suite, built-in 
cabinets in ail bedrooms, annua) rent, subject to 
renewal. Location; Al Rabia area. 

A Mitsubishi GaJant GLS model 1992, automatic full 
options, customs duty unpaid for sale. 

Please call tel. 819662, 864176 Amman. 


1 


FURNISH ID APARTMENT FOR RENT 


A newly built and furnished ground floor 
apartment comprising of 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, sittingarea, dining room, and a 
spacious garden, located behind the Royal 
Automobile Club, between 7th and 8th circle 
is for rent on a yearly or monthly basis. 

INTERESTED CALL 672441 - 818606 


division league in the 

lie 21-club league (MLS) 
is set to begin next March. 

Piggott fined for 
Sweden non- 
appearance 

LONDON (AP) — Legen- 
dary British Jockey Lester 
Piggott was fined Monday by 
Swedish racing authorities for 
foiling to ride in the country 
on Sunday. Piggott, 58, had 
been double booked for his 
first ride since a fell at Good- 
wood in England July 28 and 
chose to nde in Germany 
where he finished second on 
Queen Elizabeth ITs sharp 
pr°d in foe Grosser Preis von 
Beilin at Hoppegarteu. The 
11-time English champion 
jockey had fen booked-fbr 
six mounts on Swedish Derby 
day at Jagersro, Mai mo. He 
was fined 3,000 kroner 
($375). The Swedes had plen- 
ty °f warning Piggott would 
not be coming anonis mounts 
were redistributed. But a 
mcecard had already been 
printed with a big welcome 
article and a special program- 
me about Piggott was shown 
on local televirion. 
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Sports 


English 
Managers 
fear red 

card rush 
under new 
rules 

LONDON (AP) — A flood 
of bookings and sendings-off 
were predicted Tuesday to 
dominate the start of the 
English soccer, season this 
weekend after the confirma- 
tion of tough new rule 
changes. 

Team managers were told 
that the crackdown in the 
roles applied by FIFA' in the 
World Cup in the United 
States this summer will be 
carried over to the domestic 
game. 

As in the World Cap, 
attackers are to be given the 
benefit of the doubt m offside 
decisions, with players run- 
ning back from offside posi- 
tions. not penalised if the re- 
feree rules they are not in- 
terfering with play. 

The violent tackle from be- 
hind becomes a red card off- 
ence. there are strict guide- 
lines on time wasting and 
dissent, and players are no 
longer allowed to be treated 
for injury on the pitch. 

But the changes did not 
meet with universal approval 
by the English game's top 
managers, several saying it 
was unnecessary tinkering 
with an English game which 
is in a healthy state. 

“I hope things are not 
going to be as bad as one or 
two of us felt in that meet- 
ing,” OPR chief Gerry Fran- 
cis said after the managers 
. were told of the rule changes. 

“The World Cup was a 
success, but there was a real 
increase in red and yellow 
cards. I hope that doesn’t 
happen here. 

“The rules on the tackle 
from .behind .have always 
been there. But we must not 
put the referees under too 
much pressure to book play- 
ers just for tackling. I hope 
that common sense will pre- 
vail, .because there is not 
much wrong with English 
football.” 

“These are not p roposals. 
They are in struc tions coming 
down from FIFA — so it is 
not a debate. It is feet," he 
said. 

The new rules and inter- 
pretations will come into 
effect for the first time Satur- 
day, when England's lower 
divisions and the Scottish 
league season starts. 

The English premier 
league kicks off the following 
week, with the Charity Shield 
between Manchester United 
.and Blackburn Rovers at 
Wembley this Sunday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


MTH OMAR SHARIF 
HANNAH HIRSCH 
Timo *»«*» Sbw*. Inc 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.1 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bddb 

«AK66 7A987S >54 *96 

The l wh H« g has proceeded: 

South West North ^ 

I 9 Pass 2 > 


East 


What do you hid now? 

QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*J532 7QJ -1AKQ102 *54 
The hidding-has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 7 Pass' 2 •> Pass 

£ 7 Pass ? 

What do you bid non 1 ? 

Q-.& — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AJ 98763 73 OKJS *85 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pan 17 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon hold' 

*AXJ6 7A10S2 :-K1076 *6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Ej 
1 :• Pass 3 '.’ m Pass 

8 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

? 

"— Limi t raise, 10-12 points 
What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*A£ 9953 94 *A986532 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no tramp! What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 

*3* VA108432 9878 *Q95 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
1 * Pass 1 ? 

2* Pass 3 7 Pass 

3 NT Pass ? , „ 

What action do you take? . 



Britain’s Linford Christie (No. 3) crosses the 
finish fine to take the gold medal followed by 


'second placed Norwegian Geir Moen (No. 6) 
daring the men's lOOir event at the European 
Athletics Championships Monday (AFP photo) 


Christie goes one-two-three 


HELSINKI (AP) — It’s as 
simple as 1-2-3 for Linford 
Christie. 

Or rather 86-90-94. 

. Those are the years the 
British runner has been king 
of European sprinters, win- 
ning three European cham- 
pionship tides in the 100 
metres. 

Christie’s third win Mon- 
day tied the record set by 
Valery Borzov of the Soviet 
Union over a five-year span 
in 1969, 1971 and 1974. 

His time wasn’t fast, just 
10.14 seconds. That’s barely 
outside the 10.15 be ran when 
he won his first European 
title eight years ago in Stutt- 
gart, Germany. In 1990 in 
Split, he won his second title 
in 10.00 

Christie was faster in Sun- 
day’s qualifying race than be 
was Monday, running as 
eased-up 10.08. 

“I came here just to win 
the title. Now I have the 
championship, winch is all 
that really matters,” he said. 

Christie had not raced in 23 
before Sunday. He was 
' for three weeks with 
a left hamstring injury. 

“I was very hungry. I 
wanted to race,” Christie 
said. “Onoe I knew I was 
over my injury, no one was 
going to beat me.” 

Christie jumped into the 
lead' by the 50-metre mark 
•and started to' puli away. But 
he lacked his customary 
strong finish and a fast- 
closing Geir Moen of Norway 
finished less than a metre 
behind in 10.20. 

British teammate Steve 
Backley is one gold behind 
Christie. Barckley won the 
javelin for the second straight 


time, .upsetting local 
favourite Seppo Raty of Fin- 
land and Olympic champion 
and world record-holder Jan 
Zelezny of the Czech Repub- 
lic. 

“Most of the reason for 
being so motivated was that a 
lot of the support was going 
the other, way,” Backley said 
after the crowd cheered Ra- 
ty’s efforts with stadium- 
shaking cheers. “I was keyed 
up probably more key up 
than I have ever been.” 

Backley -threw- 85.20 
metres (279 feet, 6 indies), 
winning by more than two 
metres (6 feet) over Raty,' 
second with 82.90 (272-0) and 
Zelenzy, with 82.58 (270-11).. 

Russians won three other 


finals. 

Irina Privalova took the 
women's 100 easily in 11.02, 
well off the European record 
of 10.77 she set earlier this 
year. 

“The time does not bother 
me,” Privalova said. “I am 
just so glad for the victory.” 

Mikhail Shchennikov took 
die men's 20-kilometre walk 
m 1 hour, 18 minutes, 45 
seconds. It was his first major 
outdoor title although he has 
won four consecutive Euro- 
pean indoor walk victories. 

World champion Anna 
Biryukova of Russia won die 
first triple jump for women at 
the European meet with a 
leap of 14.89 metre (48 feet, 
10 1-4 inches). 


ADVERTISEMENT 

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS 

An American firm announces the requirement for 
U.S. manufactured computers, office equipment, 
office furniture (metal), and water colour/fountain. 
Tenderers are requested to pick up RFQ document, 
technical specifications at room 211, Ministry of 
Water/Irrigation building, on or before 12 noon 
August 16, 1994. 

Closing date for offers is 12:00 O’clock Noon 
August 27, 1994 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE 

Peugeot 505 model 1981. 

In good condition. Air-conditioned. Price: $U.S. 
i om 

Tel. 674307/8 


WHOLESALE prices at 
GREENSLEEVES 
B out i q u e 

Best ever summer sale. 
Don’t miss these incredible 
B a r. g a i n s ■ . 
Sheila will be there between 
( 11:00 - 1:00 .) ( 4 - 6 pm ) 
Tel: 664872 
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EUROPEAN ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Braun in trouble; Gunnel cruises through 


HELSINKI (R) — German 
Sabine Braun and Briton Sal- 
ly Gunnell, major performed 
at last year's world cham- 
pionships. enjoyed contrast- 
ing fortunes on the third day 
of the European Athletics 
Championships Tuesday. 

While 400 metres hurdles 
world champion Gunnel! 
cruised through her 'heat to 
win in 55.17 seconds, defend- 
ing European heptathlon 
champion Braun was left 
worrying what was wrong 

with her form after slipping 


further behind in her event. 

Braun, who won the silver 
medal at last year's world 
championships after an in- 
tense battle with American 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee, could 
manage only b.32 metres in 
the long jump, usually one of 
her favourite events where 
she has a personal best of 
6.70 metres. 

After a disappointing first 
day, the 29-year-old German, 
a former national lone jump 
champion, slipped further be- 
hind Russian overnight lead- 


Medical chief warns 
athletes over drug 

HELSINKI (AFP) — A medical chief warned athletes at 
the European championships here Tuesday they would not 
be able to fool testers with the in-vogue drug ephedrine. 

European Athletics Association (EAA) medical officer 
Tapio Kallio said the drug, used by sprinter Solomon 
Wariso, who was withdrawn from the British team on the 
first day of the championships here, was impossible to hide. 

Kallio said: “Laboratory techniques can look at each 
substance from different angles. If ephedrine escaped one 
test h is impossible it would stay hidden in another." 

He argued the drug was becoming popular as its use only 
carries a three-month ban and it can be bought over the 
counter without a prescription. “That means the tempta- 
tion may be even ’higher." he said. 

Kallio also shot down rumours that ephedrine could be 
used as a masking agent for other banned substances. 
“Ephedrine could not hide anything, like hormones for 
example,” he said. 

EAA doping delegate Al Guy said it was up to the 
International Amateur Athletics Federation medical com- 
mission to decide if the ban for the use of epbolrine should 
be increased. 

He said one in ten of the European championship’s 1,200 
athletes would be tested. 

Romanian Ella Kovocs, the 800m world bronze medallist 
and world indoor champion, and Russian sprinter Natalia 
Voronova were withdrawn from the championships after 
testing positive for ephedrine. 

And Norwegian 100m runner Ahum Okeke withdrew 
from the European event over the use of pseudephedrine at 
the Stockholm Grand Prix in July. 


er Svetlana Moskalets who 
managed 6.44 metres, the 
second longest jump behind 
Hungarian' Rita Inancsi's 
6.48. 

Moskalets led the competi- 
tion with 4,814 points 42 
points ahead of Braun who 
was second on 4.772 before 
the javelin and St XI metres m 
the evening session. 

"We talked about it all 1st 
night and could not work out 
what was wrong." said Braun 
who put her hands to her 
head in frustration utter no- 
jumping her third ane last 
attempt. 

Maybe there is something 
wrong with my body after my 
tonsilproblern (in July). 1 am 
not recovering well or some- 
thing. This is not my competi- 
tion. ft is not that' I am not 
enjoying it — it’s the Euro- 
pean championships wav but 
it just does not seem to he 
working right at the mo- 
ment.”" 

Gunnell, who smashed the 
world record in winning her 
world gold in Stultgjrt, could 
afford to slow up In the lost 
]QU metres and reached the 
semifinals with ease. Her 


oniv complaint was that she 
had to get up catlv for the 10 
a.m. start to the races. 

*Tm fine. I’m happy hut it 
is bit early in the morning for 
me," Gunnell said. "I was 
awake at 5.30 and didn't 
sleep much. Then I was up at 
10 past six. Bui I hate waiting 
in the heat (for the event to 
start). Now I'm in business, 
it's good." 

Gunnell sal patiently on 
the lane box marker with her 
eyes dosed before the race 
Bui she looked wide awake 
alter the gun and was rising 
first to the hurdles after !UU 
metres. 

Her tune was the fasrest of 
the three heats, ahead of 
Tatyana Kurochkina of Be- 
larus who won the third heat 
in 55.53. 

Russian Olga Nazarov 
t*mk the first heat in 55.71 for 
ihe third best time. 

Hie only minor surprise of 
the morning came in tne pole 
vault whetc Spain's Olympic 
bronze medallist Javier Gar- 
cia failed to qualify for the 
final after clearing only. 5.4ft 
metres. 


JORDAN REAL ESTATE Jb 


FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 

FOR RENT IN SWEIFIEH 

Near the American Embassy 


INVITATION TO DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

235m 2 . Newly furnished... elevator... 3 
bedrooms. ..2 big salons... veranda... interior 
decoration... nice view on garden. ..gar- 
age., .second floor. 


Please call 865655 9 am ■ 9 pm 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere/Sharon Stone 
in 

WTERSECnOH 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:W. 8:30. 1030 


Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 


: Sharihan-Mahmoud Hamideh — 
-- Hussein Fahmi m 


Women’s market 
ArtWc 

burnt: 12-30, 3:15, 5, 630, &30, 10-30 p.m. 


Cinema Tel.: 67?420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD ‘V 

PHILADELPHIA 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 0:15,' 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD «2’ 


ROB1NHOOD 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10-30 


* Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN 

Cinema and Thaatra “ 

John Saxon/She rrls Rom — In 
MAXIMUM FORCE 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6.-00 

Starting Aug. 15 the political play 

“SAHKA KANAUNIEH” 


Tel.: 675571 


.Today & Eveiyday 
Abu^Awwad In social comedy 


Nabil & Hisham s ici : 625 >55 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Present their pjgy- 
WktAT A PEACE! 
(Salar* Ya 3alam) 

Daily at 6 JO n m. 
The theatre is desr-i m 
days 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Syrian TV carries pictures of Aqaba summit 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Official Syrian television on 
Monday carried pictures of the first public visit to Jordan of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. A Syrian commenta- 
tor said Mr. Rabin and King Hussein had in fact known 
each other for 20 years. The footage showed Mr. Rabin, 
King Hussein and U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher on a cruise on the Red Sea aboard the royal 
Jordanian yacht. Mr. Rabin had earlier attended die 
inauguration of the first border crossing between Jordan 
and Israel. 

Turkish private TV appeals against MTV ban 

ANKARA (AP) — A private television network has 
appealed against a ban on broadcasting the popular 
international music television MTV in Turkey, news 
reports said. Interstar TV had allocated a channel for MTV 
broadcast. But government board last week banned the 
broadcasts of MTV, as well as the international sports 
network Eurosports, which used another channel. After 
the state monopoly on broadcasting was lifted, the govern- 
ment set up tight restrictions, which included a ban on the 
transmission of satellite broadcasts. The Istanbul newspap- 
er Cumhuriyet said Interstar officials appealed to the board 
to lift the ban, saying it was anti-democratic and “could 
hurt Turkey’s image abroad.” MTV had become very 
popular in Turkey since its broadcasts began early this 
year. 

Velayati begins tour of Central Asia 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister AH Akbar 
Velayati on Tuesday began a tour of several, countries in 
Central Asia and the Caucasus to discuss bilateral and 
regional issues, the official Iranian news agency IRNA 
said. Mr. Velayati will visit Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kirghizistan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan, 
an autonomous enclave in Azerbaijan. The Tehran limes 
welcomed The tour, but urged Mr. Velayati not to visit 
Uzbekistan whose “leader Islam Karimov takes an anti- 
iranian stance.” It accused Uzbekistan of cooperation with 
Israel to suppress militant Islamic movements in the region. 
“Karimov's policies and actions together with his recent 
] anti-Iranian stance should be enough for Velayati not to go 
| to Tashkent,” it said. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres visited Uzbekistan last month. He held talks with 
Uzbek leaders mainly on the rise of Islamic fundamentalist 
in Central Asia. 

‘Kidnapped Finnish tourists safe’ 

HELSINKI (AFP) — The two Finnish tourists kidnapped 
by Kurdish rebels in eastern Turkey are well and will be 
released as soon as the situation is safe and possible, 
according to the KuTdistan information centre in Finland. 
The centre told Finnish authorities late Monday that 
Marko Hoiakainen, 27, and Tuomo Pollan, 20, were in 
health and were being cared for. According to Risto 
up pi, the Finnish ambassador to Ankara, the kidnappers 
have not yet made contact with Finnish embassy. Hota- 
kainen and Mr. Pollari were seized Saturday after a group 
I from the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) stopped their hired 
! car travelling between Ton cell and Pulumur and told them 
j they could not go any further as they did not have “entry 
• visas for Kurdistan.'* The separatist Kurds of the PKK are 
demanding that tourists produce “entry visas” to visit 
Kurdish-dominated southeastern Turkey where the 
Marxist-Leninist group wants to found a separate state. 

| More than 20 tourists have been kidnapped since the 
! beginning of last year in eastern and southeastern Turkey 
after the Kurds began attacks aimed at undermining the 
tourist industry. All were set free and were not banned 
during their captivity. 

One dead in Cuban boat hijacking 

MIAMI (AFP) — Cuba informed the U.S. government 
Tuesday that one of its boats had been hijacked by a group 
of unknown assailants who killed a navy officer in the 
attack, a Cuban diplomat said. After the incident was 
reported to U.S. officials early Tuesday, the U.S. Coast 
Guard advised immigration officials to be prepared to 
process a group of Cubans in Florida, a government source 
said. Cuba demanded that the United States return the 
hijackers who allegedly killed a Cuban navy lieutenant and 
forced four sailors off the ship when they commandeered 
the vessel docked in the port of Mariel. 

Death penalty sought over Rushdie riot 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish prosecutors have demanded the 
death penalty for 29 people in connection with riots over 
Salman Rushdie's novel “The Satanic Verses,” court 
officials said on Tuesday. Thirty seven people died in the 
riots. The hearing, amid tight security, was dosed to the 
press and public but a court official quoted chief prosecutor 
Nusret Demiral as saying 29 defendants faced capital 
charges. Mr. Demiral said there were moves to include 
prominent writer Aziz Nesin among the defendants, but 
not on capital charges. 

Pakistan hands over*3 suspects to Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Three Egyptian Islamic fundamentalists 
living in Pakistan arrived at Cairo airport on Tuesday after 
their arrest and extradition by Pakistani authorities, 
security officials said here. The three suspected militants, 
who were not named, were said to be members of a group 
of 13 Arabs who fought against the Soviet invasion in 
Afghanistan- They were arrested last week and returned to 
Egypt in line with an extradition accord signed between the 
two countries in July. 

Clinton’s popularity sags, poll shows 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Americans are increasingly 
dissatisfied with President Bill Clinton’s performance 
despite the strength of the U.S. economy, according to a 
newly published Washington Post- ABC News poll. The 
poll, conducted last week by telephone among 1,015 adults, 
found that 47 per cent approved of his performance — a 10 
point drop from four months ago — and an equal 
percentage disapproved. 

Swedish agency gets ransom demand 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Kidnappers bolding Swedish aid 
worker Lena Thelander hostage in Mogadishu have made a 
ransom demand for her release, Internationa] Aid Sweden 
(IAS) spokesman Per Lindahl said Tuesday. “We have 
received a demand from the kidnappers, they want money 
from us,” he said, but did not disclose how much was being 
demanded. 

U.S,: No evidence Saudis sought reactor 

WASHINGTON (R) — The State Department has no 
evidence to support allegations by a former Saudi diplomat 
that Saudi Arabia sought to purchase a nuclear reactor 
from China, a spokesman said. The New York Times in its 
Sunday editions reported that the former diplomat, 
Mohammad AI Khiiewi, said Saudi Arabia tried in 1989 to 
buy research reactors from Chinese and U.S- sources as 
pert of a secret effort it acquire nuclear arms. “We don't 
have any indication to support the allegation, have no 
indication that the Saudis sought to purchase a nuclear 
reactor from China,” spokesman Mike McCurry said 
during a news briefing. “The type of reactor mentioned in 
the report, a miniature neutron-source reactor, we believe 
poses no proliferation concerns. It’s used for basic research 
and for radio isotope production.” 


France 

tightens 

security 

sweep 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
banned five Islamist publica- 
tions on Tuesday and de- 
tained 36 more people after a 
third night of police roadb- 
locks in Paris in a widening 
clampdown on suspected 
Algerian Muslim fun- 
damentalists. ■ 

An interior ministry order 
published in the official jour- 
nal on Tuesday outlawed five 
foreign periodicals accused of 
containing incitement to ter- 
rorism against France. 

The stepped up security 
campaign follows die killings 
last week of five French in 
Algeria and threatened re- 
prisals if comrades in deten- 
tion here are not released. 

According to police 
sources quoted by French 
newspapers, radicals from 
Algeria have formed the 
makings of a network that 
could oe used as a support 
base by extremists. 

The text of the ban, issued 
Saturday but made public 
Tuesday, said the publica- 
tions could not be sold or 
distributed in France because 
of “their violently anti- 
Western and anti-French 
tone and die call to terrorism 
they contain.” 

The publications — three 
of them Arab-language — 
“are of a nature to endanger 
public order," according to 
the interior ministry. “It is 
urgent in the current context 
to forbid these publications 
throughout (French) terri- 
tory.” 

The ban was issued on die 
day the Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS) threatened un- 
specified reprisals against 
France if 17 Muslim fun- 
damentalists detained in an 
unused army barracks in 
northeast France are not 
freed. 

Paris police headquarters 
said 36 people were detained 
during a third successive 
night of spot checks on vehi- 
cles and pedestrians in rail- 
way stations, airports and key 
intersections in the capital. 

The latest haul took to 109 
the number of people handed 
over to the justice authorities 
for possible prosecution after 
being picked up on the streets 
since Saturday night. 

Altogether, 2,777 people 
and 1.434 vehicles were 
checked on Monday night. 
Several of those detained 
were foreigners held because 
of irregularities in their resi- 
dence papexs. 

On Monday, an Algerian- 
born science student was 
placed under investigation 
and remanded in custody af- 
ter being arrested collecting 
an arms cache from a locker 
at a suburban Paris super- 
market. 

Police said he was wanted 
in connection with a post 
office hold-up in the Rouen 
area last month. There was 
no suggestion that the inci- 
dent was politically moti- 
vated. 

Algeria’s Islamic insurgen- 
cy has killed 56 foreigners — 
15 of them French — and 
more than 4,000 Algerians m 
30 months. But the threats of 
reprisals triggered officials’ 
fears the crisis could spread 
across the Mediterranean to 
French soil. 

France supports Algeria’s 
military-backed government 
fighting foe Islamic insurgen- 
cy. 



WADI ARABA TALKS: Jordanian and Israeli negot i ators fa & sob-commission on tKvdbere meet ta a tent camp ra Wnffi 
! Arabs on Tuesday (see page one) (Petra photo) 


Arafat wins pledge of speeded up aid 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat won a promise of 
speeded np World Bank help 
for Palestinian autonomy on 
Tuesday ahead of a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Arafat met senior 
World Bank official Prem 
Garg who said afterwards: 
“An issue of great concern to 
die chairman was financing 
the budget deficit, and in this 
respect I am pleased to say 
that this will be taken care 
of.” 

The pledge represented a 
breakthrough for the cash- 
strapped Palestinian author- 
ity, which has an estimated 
budget deficit of $150 million 
for this year. 

Mr. Rabin is due to discuss 
the financial crisis and other 
problems facing the Palesti- 
nians when he meets Mr. 
Arafat ax the Erez crossing 
point between Israel and the 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday. 

“We will discuss important 
issues,” Mr. Arafat said 


ahead of the talks. 

Since arriving in Gaza in 
early July to bead the new 
authority, Mr. Arafat has ac- 
cused international donors of 
abandoning their aid pledges. 

Donor states have com- 
plained of a lade of proper 
Palestinian accounting proce- 
dures, and have channelled 
through the World Bank only 
$47.5 million of the $720 mil- 
lion pledged for die first year 
of self-rule. 

“We all recognise the 
donors’ assistance has not 
moved at the pace it should,” 
Mr. Garg said. “But now we 
can say the assistance will 
pick up. Let’s not forget that 
it’s a new experiment which 
requires a system to be estab- 
lished, and it's a hard proce- 
dure to start.” 

He also promised to tackle 
the financing of the Palesti- 
nian police force soon. 

Last month the Palestinian 
authority halved policemens’ 
salaries, claiming they in- 
cluded May bonuses which 
were to be removed. 


Amin Haddad, the author- 
ity’s representative to the 
World Bank, also said nego- 
tiations were underway to- 
ward implementation of cer- 
tain projects. 

He said $128 million were 
needed for urgent projects, 
and another $268 million for 
investment programmes. 

Mr. Arafat has spoken of 
his “despair” over his treat- 
ment by the Israelis since he 
arrived in the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli officials said Mr. 
Rabin wanted to reassure 
Mr. Arafat in Wednesday’s 
talks that the Palestinians will 
not suffer because of the 
accelerated peace moves with 
Jordan and would brief him 
on his talks in Aqaba on 
Monday. 

It wQi be their first encoun- 
ter since Mr. Arafat settled in 
the autonomous strip on July 
12 , 

P alestinians have accused 
the Israelis of slowing the 
application of the autonomy 
agreement because of their 
reconciliation with Jordan. 


“The Erez meeting shows 
that tiie rapprochement with 
Jordan wifi not be at the 
expense of the Palestinians,” 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid told AFP. 

Palestinians also say Israel 
has reneged on its promise to 
release more than 6,000 pris- 
oners, allow free passage be- 
tween Gaza and Jericho, and 
to begin redeploying the 
army outside population cen- 
tres. 

.At talks in Cairo on ex- 
tending Palestinian powers, 
negotiators agreed that Israel 
would keep control over 
archaeological sites, while 
the new Palestinian authority 
in tiie territories will take 
charge of tourism services. 

Negotiators have now 
hammered out the transfer of 
powers in four of five desig- 
nated sectors — education, 
health and social affairs as 
well as tourism. 

But the fifth sector, income 
tax, is proving a stumbling 
block. 


Argentina is prepared to expel Iranian diplomats 


BUENOS AIRES (Age 
ries) — Argentine Foreign 
Minister Guido di Telia said 
Tuesday that his government 
would expel Iranian diplo- 
mats from the country if they 
were found responsible for 
the July 18 bomb attaeck on a 
Jewish centre. 

But Mr. Di Telia, speaking 
on state radio, said that the 
government was not com- 
pletely sure that the Iranian 
embassy officials were linked 
to the bombing of the Jewish 
Argentina Mutual Associa- 
tion that claimed 100 lives 
and wounded 250 people. 

"We are not fully con- 
vinced” that Iranian diplo- 
mats were involved in the 
attack, said Mr. Di Telia. 

He added that if the evi- 
dence pointed clearly to the 
involvement of the Iranian 
diplomats. Argentina would 
request that they leave but 
would not break off diploma- 
tic relations with Tehran. 

“All that we are going to 
do is ask that they leave,” be 
said. 

“This would not mean that 
we axe breaking oft diploma- 
tic relations but rather than 
there is a problem in rela- 
tions," he added. 

Justice officials said Mon- 
day they had gathered suffi- 


;en- dent evidence to link the 


members of the Hizbnfiah 
group to the attack, a claim ■ 
repeatedly made by IsraeL 

A Buenos Aires newspap- 
er, “Pagina 12,” identified six 
Iranian diplomats as having 
links to the deadly blast in- 
cluding First Secretory Abbas 
Zairabt Khorasani and Com- 
mercial Secretary Golam 
Reza Zangeneh, an alleged 
Hizbollah comma nd er. 

The Argentine Foreign 
Ministry reported to justice 
authorities that Mr. 
Zangeneh and another offi- 
cial were cunently working in 
the embassy while the other 
four ended their assignments 
between six months and a 
year ago. 

Defence Minister Oscar 
Camilion told ATC televirion 
that the Iranian diplomats 
would be declared persona 
non grata in the event that 
their involvement in the 
bombing was confirmed. 

Officials said that it was 
not necessary for the govern- 
ment to have a court verdict 
on the alleged involvement of 
the diplomats to take action 
but rather “a sound convic- 
tion and clear indications” 
that sod) is the case. 

An official, speaking on 


condition of anonymity, told 
Reuters that Buenos Aires 
feared another attack if it cot 
ties, with Tehran as 
threatened by President Car- 
los Mown if Iranian diplo- 
mats were linked to the blast. 

“When one goes into this 
kind of staff, one has to 
carefully what might 
next,” tiie offiical 
f. “The possibility of a 
repeat attack is there. It’s a 
problem that needs Study- 



Argentine news agencies 
reported Monday a judge in- 
vestigating the bombing has 
proof that Iranian embassy 
employees are linked to the 
attack. 

Diarias Y Notidas news 
service, citing an anonymous 
source close to the investiga- 
tion, said Federal Judge Joan 
Jose Galeano has evidence 
that current and former Ira- 
nian diplomats were in- 
volved. 

Two of the diplomats left 
Argentina shortly before the 
attack, Notidas Argentmas 
reported. None of the sus- 
pects was named in the re- 
ports. 

Argentine Carlos Teller- 
dip, the buyer of the Renault 
minivan believed to have 
been used in the 


car- 


bombing, is tiie only person 
still detained by police. 

Ariel Nftzcaner, the owner 
of the ante repair shop where 
police believe the minivan 
was rigged, said he was 
beaten during his weeklong 
detention by police trying to 
force him into a confession. 
He was freed Friday. 

“They put a black bag over 
my head, tied it around my 
neck, and I felt like I was 
choking,” Mr. Nitzcaner told 
the newspaper Pagina 12. He 
said he was later beaten by 
one of his interrogators. 

Mr. Nitzcaner, who said he 
is Jewish, said police put both 
him and his business partner, 
Marcelo Jouce, under intense 
psychological pressure. 

About 200 people led by 
Ruben Beraja, president of 
the Delegation of Argentine 
Jewish Associations, mar- 
ched to the central court 
building in Buenos Aires on 
Monday to demand that the 
bombing case be solved 
quickly. 

“The judge has worked in- 
tensely and effectively, with a 
lot of seriousness, and we 
hope that effort results in 
success,” Mr. Beraja said of 
Judge Galeano’s investiga- 
tion. . 


Iraqi entry into peace process in the cards 


By Mariam M. Sbahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As Jordan and 
Israel continue to advance 
their quest for peace, there 
are increasing indications 
that Jordan's neighbour, 
Iraq, may soon be joining 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

A clandestine meeting 
between an Iraqi defence 
official and Israelis was re- 
ported by Yedioth Ahro- 
noth. the largest circulating 
paper in Israel in early Au- 
gust. An approach t <f 
Israel’s U.N. enovy *|to talk 
peace” by the Iraqi U.N. 
ambassador in New York 
was reported by the 
Palest ini an-Israeli weekly 
in Nazareth, Al Senara. 

But what amounts to spe- 
culation by the press does 
carry some evident weight 
behind it. 

On the one hand Iraq 
appears to have become in- 
creasingly isolated interna- 
tionally. On the other hand 


there are many signs that 
the allied resolve to keep it 
isolated is weakening. 

However, despite 
French, Russian and 
Chinese protests every six 
weeks the U.N. sanctions 
committee are simply re- 
newed without too much 
ado. 

Attempts by the Turks to 
repair and reopen an oil 
pipeline, a bid by Pakistan 
to open airways allowing 
easier access for Shiite wor- 
shippers to visit Karbala 
and Najf and pleas by Rus- 
sia 'to recommence its pro- 
jects from before the sanc- 
tions have all been stalled 
for the moment.' 

Even the Iraqi Kurds, the 
pet project of aid agencies, 
have now been pushed 
aside by the more urgent 
needy in Bosnia, Rwanda. 
Yemen and the like. A cut 
in the number of U.N. 
guards protecting the Kurds 
in the northern semi- 
autonomous regions have 
been decreased yet again 
after only 20 per cent of the 


$288 million needed to up- 
keep their and other U.N. 
operations was raised. 

Internationally no-one 
appears to be talking about 
Iraq, but Iraqis are certain- 
ly talking. Iraqi officials 
pass in, out and through 
Amman weekly. When they 
are not speaking to Jorda- 
nian officials they are 
bound onwards to Cairo, 
London, New York, Paris 
and sometimes Peking and 
Moscow. 

According to Iraqi offi- 
cials who speak on condi- 
tion of anonymity there are 
several things on the agen- 
da of discussion. 

“First of all Iraq is in- 
terested in getting sanctions 
lifted or at least relaxed. 
This is a number one prior- 
ity,” a government official 
told the Jordan Times this 
week. 

“There are an increasing 
number of conditions from 
different parties on how to 
achieve this,” he said. 

According to Iraqi offi- 
cials the conditions that 


their country is expected to 
meet are being dictated pri- 
marily by the United States 
and its allies. 

“First there are issues of 
“preferential trade rela- 
tionships with U.S. firms — 
construction, reconstruc- 
tion, petroleum etc. Then 
there is the issue of the 
peace talks,” said the offi- 
cial. 

French, German, Rus- 
sian, Turkish. Polish, 
Romanian. Japanese, Indi- 
an, Pakistani, Italian and 
Spanish businesses and 
semi-governmental delega- 
tions- are seen more fre- 
quently in Baghdad. Many 
of them lost large markets 
and trading partners when 
Iraq was bombed into sub- 
mission and its borders 
were closed to trade by the 
U.S.-led allies and the Un- 
ited Nations. 

. According to a senior 
member of the European 
Commission in Brussels, 
Europeans question 
whether the U.S. insistence 
that sanctions against Iraq 


not be softened may be due 
to “strategic” rather than 
security reasons. 

“We suspect that the 
.U.S. will put a heavy price 
on its *yeb’ vote to lift sanc- 
tions,” said the official. 
That price, many European 
officials suspect, may be 
“exclusive trade terms,” 
said the EC official. 

The Europeans say that 
much like what happened in 
post-war Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, the “big deals will 
all go to the Americans — 
that’s one price for lifting 
sanctions." 

But Iraqi officials say that 
trade conditions are only 
one item on a long list of 
terms that are being talked 
about. ‘Since the beginning 
of the peace talks it has 
been clear that eventually 
we will be pressured to join 
the negotiations,” said an 
Iraqi official in Baghdad 
recently. ^ 

“When the multilateral 
talks began two countries 
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London probes 
holiday burglary 
spree 

LONDON (R) — A British 
government minister deman- 
ded to know why a teenager 
convicted of burglary was 
taken on holiday by soda! 
workers posing as his parents 
to a leisure complex, where 

he immediately went on a 

burgling spree. Social Ser- 
vices Minister John Bowis 
asked local authorities in 
Essex, just outside London, 
fora report on the case of the 
14-year-old boy. Newspaper 
reports said the teenager, 
who had a previous convic- 
tion for burglary, was taken 
by the sodal workers to a 
luxury Centre Parcs Complex 
as part of a therapeutic prog- 
ramme. The youth, who was 
not named, broke into nine 
holiday chalets within two 
days of checking in, the re- 
ports said. Mr. Bowis said he 
was anxious to prevent the 
treatment of young offenders 
from being seen as a reward 
for their misbehaviour. He 
sa i d in a statement that, if the 
reports of the case were cor- 
rect,” then clearly there is a 
need for an investigation into 
how this situation occurred." 

Lazy dragons go 
on crash diet and, 
hopefully, breed 

SINGAPORE (AP) — 
Officials at the Singapore 
Zoo say their three overfed 
Komodo dragons have be- 
come fat and lazy. So much 
that they are refusing to 
breed. That’s why the zoo has 
put the man-eating dragons 
on a crash diet course. The 
65-kilogramme (145-pound) 
dragons will be fed on alter- 
nate Sundays and expectedly 
slim down to 55 kilogrammes 
(120 pounds), the Straits 
Times reported. “Hopefully 
after shedding some weight 
the reptiles will breed,” zoo 
supervisor Francis Lim was 
quoted as saying by the news- 
paper. Komodo dragons are 
the largest lizard species in 
existence and are found only 
on the 18-mile-long (28- 
kilometre-long) Komodo Is- 
land in Indonesia. They can 
run as fast as a dog but have a 
terrible temper. TTiey prey on 
goats, deer and pigs, 
although they are known to 
have attacked humans. In 
1974, a Swiss tourist was re- 
ported to have been de- 
voured by a dragon on the 
Komodo Island. But in the 
confines of the zoo, crowd- 
pullers Rinca, Joko and Rin- 
ja have nothing much to do. 
Neither do they have to hunt 
for food. “We also pamper 
them,” said Mr. Lim about 
the eight-year-old reptiles, 
who are now the right age for 
breeding. The lizards, pack- 
ing a poisonous bite, grow up 
to 3 metres (9.8 feet) long 
and weigh as much as 150 
kilogrammes (330 pounds). 
Komo, another Komodo dra- 
gon from the zoo, is currently 
on loan to the Rotterdam 
Zoo in the Netherlands. The 
female Komodo lays about 25 
eggs, but the parents have 
been known to eat their 
offspring. 

Beijing to change 
the Image of Its 
public toilets 

BEIJING (AFP) — A com- 
petition opened in Beijing to 
find the best blueprint for a 
public toilet. The contest, 
which will run for two 
months, organised by the city 
government and open to pro- 
fessionals and amateurs alike, 
is aimed at gathering new, 
environment — and user- 
friendly concepts in toilet de- 
sign, said the official Beijing 
Daily. Beijing’s public con- 
veniences, four walls and 
three holes, are generally in 
an advanced state of filth and 
disrepair. Most emit an odor 
so strong that it seems unlike- 
ly they have been cleaned 
since the Cultural Revolution 
of 1966-76, when Mao Tse- 
tong ordered intellectuals to 
empty public bathrooms each 
day of “human fertiliser," in 
order to get in touch with the 
masses. Workers and stu- 
dents in the capital regularly 
complain that the leadership 
invests huge amounts of pub- 
lic funds in five-star hotels 
that will bring in hard curren- 
cy from foreign tourists, but 
next to nothing on toilets for 
Chinese people 


in the capital is affectir 
image of Chinese ci 
hon,” said the newspt 
The daily added tha 
problem of public toil 
now ranked the fifth- 
1 mportant concern of B 
residents, following do 
food, housing and tram 




